
 

Representative Harriet Drummond 

Alaska State Legislature 

 

 

Dear Task Force on Reading Proficiency and Dyslexia Members: 

 

Attached you will find documents provided by the Alaska Department of Education and Early 

Development in response to questions we asked relating to the mission of HB 64 and the Task 

Force on Reading Proficiency and Dyslexia.  

 

In this document you will find a series of questions we asked the Department, primarily relating to 

the ten tasks specified in HB 64. The ten tasks are as follows: 

 

1. Examine effects of current statutes and regulations on reading proficiency outcomes 

2. Examine the effects of Dyslexia on reading proficiency in the state and other jurisdictions 

3. Examine dyslexia education instructional practices and laws in other jurisdictions 

4. Examine educational reforms related to reading that have been implemented in the state and the 

reasons for the success or failure of those reforms at the local level 

5. Evaluate and make recommendations regarding reading instructional practices for all public 

school students in the state 

6. Evaluate and make recommendations regarding the diagnosis, treatment, and education of 

children affected by dyslexia 

7. Evaluate and make recommendations regarding methods to improve reading proficiency and 

reading instruction for all public school students in the state 

8. Evaluate and make recommendations regarding possible legislation or other policy 

recommendations to improve reading proficiency outcomes 

9. Evaluate and make recommendations regarding methods to mitigate the effects of dyslexia on 

reading proficiency including, early screening (preschool -grade 3) etc., regular screening (grade 3-

12), etc., and training of relevant staff 

10. Identify evidence-based, multi-sensory, direct, explicit, structured, and sequential approaches to 

students affected by dyslexia. 

 

Additionally, we sent the following additional requests for information to the Department: 

 

Regarding PEAKS in the parent guide, within the ELA reporting category is Reading, Reading for 

Key Ideas and Craft along with Literary text and Informational text. In the state and district results 

of the PEAKS however, ELA results are reported but not reading specifically. See screenshots 

below.  
 

 

 



 

 

 
1. Statistically, how well do the ELA scores from the PEAKS correlate with the reading 

achievement levels that are reported to parents? 

2. Is this information available to the Task Force? 

3. Is the raw data available for review by the Task Force? 

 

Finally, we asked for information on the following series of questions: 

 

“In addition to the specific HB 64 Tasks listing the information that DEED can contribute (see 

below), we think that the following background content might be helpful for the Task Force 

members, especially for the public members.  

Could DEED briefly address this background information in their presentation?  

 

1. What is DEED’s responsibility in ensuring that all Alaskan students meet the Alaska State ELA 

Standards.  

2. Explain the difference in how the State addresses their responsibility between SPED and 

Regular Education. 

3. Explain the difference between the PEAKS ELA testing and Alternative Assessment ELA 

testing.” 

 

 

 

 



 

We expect the Task Force to hear from the following staff from DEED as they respond to these 

questions: 

 

Marcy Herman, Legislative Liaison 

Paul Prussing, Division Director, Division of Student Learning 

Deborah Riddle, CTE Director 

Donald Enoch, Special Education Administrator 

 

Although the Department may not be able to answer all of these questions, we look forward to 

discussing these documents with them at October 31 task force meeting. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

   

 

 

 

Representative Harriet Drummond 


