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Access to Post Secondary  - What Does it Really Mean?



Model: Middle College Schools

1974 Launch

• High Schools grade 11-13 and also enrolled part time in classes at 
a partner post secondary institution;

• Secondary schools, authorized to grant diplomas in their own  
name;

• Located on college campuses across the nation;
• Small student populations focusing on historically underserved  

and underrepresented in college;
• No cost college access working towards earning an Associates 

degree.



Model: Early College Schools

2002 Launch

• Compressed high schools grades 9-12 with integrated high 
school and collegiate curricula; 

• Located on or near college campuses across the nation;
• Small student populations focusing on historically underserved  

and underrepresented in college;
• No cost college access - dual enrollment
• Stepped increases in the percent of graduates earning college 

credits, earning more than one year’s worth of college credits, 
and earning an Associate’s degree or two years of college. 
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Model: New Technologies High Schools (New Tech) 1996

Aspiration: Career Readiness

Emphasis on Components:
• No-cost/reduced-cost early college
• Whole school program design
• Project based learning
• Workplace experience
• Local business and STEM industry regional 

partnerships
• Community engagement/partnership for 

civic readiness
• Dual-credit/dual enrollment with higher 

education partner 



New Tech Schools

Goal:
• Workforce development for local business 

and regionally aligned STEM industries

Program Attributes:
• Career infused curriculum development; 
• Work-based instructional strategies; 
• STEM focused immersive delivery
• Moving down to middle and elementary 

levels



New Tech Schools



Model: Metro Early College Middle & High School 2005

Aspiration: College and Career Readiness

Emphasis on Components:
• No-cost 6-12 early college
• Whole school program design
• Project based learning, progressing to 

problem based in the Labs
• Workplace internship
• Local business and STEM industry regional 

partnerships
• Community engagement/partnership for 

civic readiness
• Dual enrollment with higher education 

partners



Metro Schools

Goal: 
• College attainment aligned to Workforce 

development

Program Attributes: 
• College infused curriculum development; 
• Workforce Learning Centers experience 
• Capstone research
• STEM focused immersive delivery
• Original STEM Platform Demonstration 

school that led to HB119 - Ohio Legislates 
STEM Schools 



Original Metro Learning Centers



Model: Smart Scholars Early College High Schools 2009

Aspiration: College Readiness

Emphasis with Components:
• No cost 9-12 early college
• Whole school or ‘school within a school’ 

program design
• High levels of mentoring, tutoring, and 

remediation
• Post-secondary partnerships
• Dual-credit courses offered at the high 

school 
• Dual enrollment to expose students to 

the college environment and the 
“power of place” to remove barriers to 
attaining high self-esteem and sense of 
success



Smart Scholars

Goals:
• Broaden career opportunities for at-risk students 

in low-income communities with low potential for 
regional economic development or job growth in 
high skills jobs

Program Attributes:
• Early intervention; 
• Remediation in grade level core content and skills; 
• Academic achievement-based instructional 

strategies; 
• STEM focused course delivery



Smart Scholars



Model: Pathways in Technology Early College High Schools (P-Tech) 2013

Aspiration: Career Readiness

Emphasis on Components:
• No cost 9-14 early college
• Whole school or ‘school within a school’ 

program design
• Problem based learning
• Workplace experience
• Post-secondary partnerships
• STEM industry regional partnerships
• STEM professionals as mentors and role models
• Dual enrollment to advance seamless transition 

from high school to post-secondary in a six-year 
time frame (grades 9-14)

• Award of A.A./A.A.S. or other career specific 
industry certifications



P-Tech Schools

Goal:
• Increase STEM workforce numbers of 

underrepresented students; 
• Workforce development regionally aligned 

to STEM growth fields

Program Attributes:
• Career infused curriculum development; 
• Work-based instructional strategies; 
• STEM focused immersive delivery; 
• “First-in-line” agreement for jobs with 

industry partners



P-Tech Schools



PAST Innovation Lab
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PAST Innovation LabAn Education R & D Prototyping Facility

Aspiration: Advanced Workforce Development 

Emphasis on Components:
• Robust partnerships with post secondary
• Whole school program design and professional development
• Problem based instruction with project based delivery
• Workplace immersion on industry R &D teams
• Embedded business and STEM industry regional partnerships
• Community engagement/partnership for civic readiness
• Evidence based research focus
• Immersive bridge programs design and development
• Ideation and educational modeling



PAST Innovation Lab

Goal:
• Creating a relevant landscape of teaching and learning 

Program Attributes:
• Career infused curriculum ideation; 
• Emerging workforce development
• Problem-based instructional strategies; 
• STEM focused immersive delivery



PAST Innovation Lab

We are committed to creating equity and access for all 
youth in ways only they can envision

How —
We build avenues of access and programs that 

empower students and teachers to be leaders and 
equip them with the tools and understanding to 

accomplish their dreams

Why —

What —
We power formal and informal STEM programs with engaging, hands-on 

learning that create Innovators, Critical Thinkers and Collaborators



PAST Innovation Lab - Pathways to Workforce



PAST Innovation Lab - Summer Institute Series



The Future or Teaching and Learning

What Will Your Model Look Like?

annalies@pastfoundation.org
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