
































From: Clay Walker
To: Rep. Adam Wool; Rep. Sam Kito
Cc: Caitlyn Ellis; Laura Stidolph
Subject: Denali Borough Resolution 18-05 SB 86
Date: Thursday, April 5, 2018 5:48:52 PM
Attachments: Resolution 18-05 SB 86.pdf

To:
The Honorable Representatives Wool and Kito
House Labor and Commerce Committee Co-Chairs,

In February, I submitted a letter of support regarding SB 86/HB 207, the Alaska Railroad Land Bill. Here in the
Denali Borough, where we have the largest Railroad Land Reserve in the state and a dearth of available private
property, we are encouraged by the passage of the bill through the Senate.
For your consideration, and for the consideration of the Committee should the bill receive a hearing, please see the
attached resolution unanimously approved by the Denali Borough Assembly. If the House Labor and Commerce
Committee has reservations regarding due public process, please see the recommendation in the resolution toward
strengthening the public notice section of the bill.

Thank you for your attention to this issue, which is very important to Railbelt communities. And thank you for your
service to our State.

Respectfully,

Clay Walker
Denali Borough Mayor
Office: 683-1330
Cell: 888-4631
Email: cwalker@denaliborough.com
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Municipality of Anchorage 
Ethan Berkowitz, Mayor 

 

P.O. Box 196650  |  Anchorage, Alaska  99519-6650  |  http://www.muni.org  

February 20, 2018 
 
The Honorable John Coghill 
State Capitol, Room 119 
Juneau, AK  99801-1182 
 
 
Re: Senate Bill 86: An Act relating to the sale, other disposal, leasing, and encumbrance of 
Alaska Railroad Corporation land. 
 
 
Dear Senator Coghill, 
 
The Municipality of Anchorage fully supports SB86 as an effort to encourage and introduce 
efficiency to Alaska Railroad real estate development initiatives, particularly within Anchorage’s 
borders. 
 
Freeing up the Railroad’s ability to negotiate more expediently with the Municipality, on both 
purchase and land swap arrangements, will create an atmosphere we feel will make Anchorage 
more attractive to outside investors, and local developers looking to grow their businesses. 
Further, providing more flexibility to the Railroad on this matter will serve to expedite those 
Anchorage-based infrastructure projects that will in the end benefit all of Alaska; the Port of 
Alaska Modernization Program being just one of them. 
 
Thank you for your time and attention on this matter.  I hope for the Legislature’s favorable 
consideration of this important bill.    
 
Respectfully, 

 
 
Ethan Berkowitz 

 
     



From: Rep. Sam Kito
To: House Labor and Commerce
Subject: FW: Please Support SB86
Date: Thursday, April 19, 2018 10:45:12 AM

 
 
From: Dan Polta <danpolta@dbsd.org> 
Sent: Thursday, April 19, 2018 9:54 AM
To: Rep. Sam Kito <Rep.Sam.Kito@akleg.gov>
Subject: Please Support SB86
 
Dear Representative Kito,
I’m writing to ask you to support SB86, an act relating to Alaska Railroad Corporation Land and to
help move this bill out of the House Labor and Commerce Committee for consideration by the full
House before the end of this legislative session.
I live in Healy, Alaska, in a house I purchased on land leased from the Alaska Railroad.  I am the
superintendent of the Denali Borough School District.  I know many families who want to purchase
homes in the area but are resistant to buying on lease land.  SB 86 provides an avenue to help move
these residential plots of land into the hands of private homeowners.  This will strengthen and build
our small community.
Thank you for your consideration and support.
Dan Polta
Superintendent
Denali Borough School District
P.O. Box 280
Healy, AK, 99743
1 (907) 683-2278
danpolta@dbsd.org
 
Nurturing, empowering and inspiring today’s student to positively shape tomorrow’s world
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From: Rep. Sam Kito
To: House Labor and Commerce
Subject: FW: SB 86 HJR38
Date: Thursday, May 3, 2018 4:57:49 PM

 
 

From: Sean Ellis <Sean.Ellis@AlaskaAir.com> 
Sent: Thursday, May 3, 2018 4:57 PM
To: Rep. Sam Kito <Rep.Sam.Kito@akleg.gov>
Subject: SB 86 HJR38
 
Dear Representative Kito
Please support the current version of Senate Bill 86. As an Alaskan, I support the railroad and want
them to be successful. As a neighboring property owner, however, I do not understand why my land
has been taken from me, without due process, simply because the railroad says they own it. If they
needed to use my land for safety, or for some other reason, they could have at least asked me for it.
As this issue has gone on, many people's conclusion is that we need to go to court. It hurts to think
that, when people see that the federal government has taken someone's property - without notice
or compensation - they believe the court system provides the only remedy. To say "go to court" is to
say "please spend hundreds of thousands of dollars to get your rights back." When did that become
an acceptable response from those who swore to defend the constitution? Especially knowing there
are other significant remedies - like this bill- which do not have to be granted by a court.
 
Sean & Glenda Ellis
13752 Vasili Dr
Eagle River, AK
99577
Get Outlook for iOS
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From: Rep. Sam Kito
To: House Labor and Commerce
Subject: FW: SB86 amendment
Date: Thursday, May 3, 2018 6:58:56 PM
Attachments: Don Young letter 41618 re HJR38.pdf

 
 

From: Goosehangar <goose703@gmail.com> 
Sent: Thursday, May 3, 2018 6:10 PM
To: Rep. Sam Kito <Rep.Sam.Kito@akleg.gov>; Rep. Adam Wool <Rep.Adam.Wool@akleg.gov>; Rep.
Andy Josephson <Rep.Andy.Josephson@akleg.gov>; Rep. Louise Stutes
<Rep.Louise.Stutes@akleg.gov>; Rep. Chris Birch <Rep.Chris.Birch@akleg.gov>; Rep. Gary Knopp
<Rep.Gary.Knopp@akleg.gov>; Rep. Colleen Sullivan-Leonard <Rep.Colleen.Sullivan-
Leonard@akleg.gov>; Rep. Mike Chenault <Rep.Mike.Chenault@akleg.gov>; Rep. Bryce Edgmon
<Rep.Bryce.Edgmon@akleg.gov>
Cc: Rep. Chuck Kopp <Rep.Chuck.Kopp@akleg.gov>; Erick Cordero Giorgana
<Erick.CorderoGiorgana@akleg.gov>; Bob Gastrock <farnorthflyer@gmail.com>; Jack Brown
<akparajack@yahoo.com>; joan Stolle <joanstolle@alaskan.com>; Jodi Taylor
<jodiltaylor@gmail.com>; Beardsley Steve Nancy <beardsleysn@gmail.com>
Subject: SB86 amendment
 
Committee Members

Thanks to those supporting the amendment advanced by Rep. Kopp and others to protect
private property rights, much in the same manner as HJR38 which passed the whole body
32-2.

I stood by today to speak at the hearing and may not be able to do so again tomorrow. But I
did want to support the amendment.

Please consider how you might feel to wake up one day to find that the State of Alaska has
spent close to 4 decades to erode your property rights. You might be somewhat upset. So
are we.

This is a simple matter of protecting property rights against what seems to be an endless
attack by the State railroad. Supporting the amendment is simply doing the right thing,  The
amendment supports other Alaskans trying to convince this state agency to do the same
thing. 

Even though the legislative process seems to afford little opportunity to be heard to protect
our property rights I must say that it is head and shoulders above that of the 1982 Alaska
Railroad Transfer Act procedure impressed on Alaskan citizens by the railroad and the
Interior Department. Property owners received no notice of the transfer proceedings and no
opportunity to be heard..even for 2 minutes by phone.

As Congressman Young’s recent letter points out there has been an errant application of
the transfer impairing the property rights of many Alaskans. Let me share his thoughts with
you in the event that you may not have seen them. See his letter below.

mailto:Rep.Sam.Kito@akleg.gov
mailto:House.Labor.And.Commerce@akleg.gov







If the federal government did not own a certain property right they and the railroad should
have stayed far away from a transfer of imagined rights. 

And that being obvious, the railroad should not be dealing those mistakenly derived rights
away to others.  

Please support this modest amendment to prevent a bad situation created by the Alaska
Railroad from becoming worse while a solution recognizing the legitimate interests of as
many as 1200 Alaskan property owners can be found.

I hear some folks say “sue”. My response is that the State of Alaska, through it’s largest
representative body, needs to stand up for state and federal constitutional principles. This is
as much your job as it is that of a judge in a robe. This is a test to see if the state’s
representative body will do the right thing when the right thing to do is so obvious and so
obviously in step with the most basic constitutional principles. 

John Pletcher
 
 
 



Remarks originally scheduled to be orally delivered at L&C committee meeting of 
May 2, 2018: 
 
Good afternoon. 
 
I am Sharen Walsh, deputy director of the Port of Alaska. 
 
I am speaking on behalf of the Port in support of SB86. 
 
Port of Alaska is a publically-owned facility that handles half of all of Alaska’s 
inbound, marine freight. Almost 3.5 million tons of fuel and cargo crossed Port of 
Alaska’s docks in 2017. Half of the cargo that moves through the Port is delivered 
to final destinations outside of Anchorage and directly benefits some 85 percent 
of all Alaskans.  
 
The Port originally opened in 1961 and its docks have long exceeded their original 
design life, they are suffering from severe corrosion, they are not well-suited for 
modern cargo-handling operations, and they are unlikely to survive another 
significant earthquake. 
 
For these reasons, Port of Alaska is moving forward with a program replace its 
aging docks before they fail. This port modernization program is optimized to 
replace the docks in timely and cost effective manner while maintaining ongoing 
operations that benefit our entire state. 
 
The first phase of this project involves land that is currently leased by the Port 
from the Alaska Railroad. Shore stabilization work is scheduled to start on this 
property this summer in preparation for construction of a new petroleum and 
cement terminal that is scheduled for completion in 2020. 
 
It is not appropriate for the Port of Alaska, a publically-owned enterprise, to build 
a new dock on land that it does not control in perpetuity. Passage of SB86 will 
allow the land sale that will provide this control. 
 
I appreciate your careful consideration and support of passing this bill, so that the 
Port can move forward with construction of new docks that will benefit all of 
Alaska. 
 
Thank you. 



From: Bob Gastrock
To: House Labor and Commerce
Cc: Rep. Chuck Kopp; Erick Cordero Giorgana
Subject: Testimony for SB 86
Date: Thursday, May 3, 2018 11:29:24 AM
Importance: High

 
 Members of the House Labor & Commerce Committee,

I regret that I am overseas without telephone access, and so cannot call in to offer testimony during your
hearing on SB 86. In lieu of that, I hope staff is able to convey my comments to you.

As an Alaskan since 1968, I have owned a home in South Anchorage since 1976. My property is part of the
original Sperstad homestead, which the Alaska Railroad transected. As such, my property is burdened by the
railroad right-of-way (ROW), ensuring that the railroad has unhindered use of the ROW to safely conduct rail
operations.

When the federal government transferred ownership of the railroad to the State, conveyance actions
erroneously superimposed patents over some of the same property (including mine). This action created clouds
on title and attempted to grant an exclusive use easement that the federal government did not then possess
(and therefore could not grant to another party).

The amendment to SB 86 now being considered is intended to protect vested property rights belonging to
homestead patent holders and their heirs and assigns. It does not impact any property rights the federal
government actually possessed in 1982 and therefore was entitled to transfer to the State.

I urge you to support this amendment to protect Alaskans' property rights.

Respectfully,

Robert Gastrock

13151 Nora Drive

Anchorage

mailto:House.Labor.And.Commerce@akleg.gov
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From: Rep. Sam Kito
To: House Labor and Commerce
Subject: FW: SB 86
Date: Thursday, May 3, 2018 4:52:25 PM

-----Original Message-----
From: Chris Flowers <pa18ski@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, May 3, 2018 4:30 PM
To: Rep. Sam Kito <Rep.Sam.Kito@akleg.gov>; Rep. Adam Wool <Rep.Adam.Wool@akleg.gov>; Rep. Andy
Josephson <Rep.Andy.Josephson@akleg.gov>; Rep. Louise Stutes <Rep.Louise.Stutes@akleg.gov>; Rep. Chris
Birch <Rep.Chris.Birch@akleg.gov>; Rep. Chuck Kopp <Rep.Chuck.Kopp@akleg.gov>; Rep. Colleen Sullivan-
Leonard <Rep.Colleen.Sullivan-Leonard@akleg.gov>
Subject: SB 86

Hello,
I’m a homeowner who has been affected by the Alaska Railroad Corporation’s “exclusive use” overreach on my
land.  I truly appreciate your help in returning our property rights.  I’m writing in support of SB 86 as amended by
Representative Kopp.  This would return my property rights and return the AKRRC ownership to its original
“surface easement” across my land, which is a subdivided homestead.

Thank you,
Christopher L. Flowers

mailto:Rep.Sam.Kito@akleg.gov
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