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Janus Methanol AG
• Registered In Switzerland – a methanol and

chemical development and operating Company

• Janus team consists of very experienced

methanol players that have developed,

financed, built, operated and marketed

numerous plants

• Chairman – Mr. Deo van Wijk

Janus Methanol AG

GigaMethanol BV

Pandora Methanol LLC

100%

50%
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Janus Methanol AG

• Mr. van Wijk formed Saturn in 1994 – built Titan

and Atlas in Trinidad together with BP utilising

Lurgi Technology

• Janus formed in 2007 – comprising approxi-

mately 30 people

• Top 10 people have 30+ years’ experience each

• Worldwide experience comes from BP, Lurgi,

Ferrostaal and MG

• Strong history of large scale projects in

conjunction with Lurgi
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Early  1990‘s2009

Our Experience in Trinidad &Tobago
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MegaMethanol® Technology

• 5 000 ton methanol per day in a single train

• ATLAS, the 1st MegaMethanol® project, deve-

loped and implemented in conjunction with Mr.

van Wijk, Dr. Balthasar and Dr. Wagner

• Successfully operated in Trinidad (ATLAS),

Iran (Zagros I & II) and Malaysia (Petronas)

• Presently four plants are in operation and two

plants in construction/ erection (two trains in

China after coal gasification)
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GigaMethanol Technology

• 10 000 ton methanol per day in a single train

configuration based on ATLAS

• Utilising Lurgi’s sophisticated high-pressure

ATR-technology and two stage methanol

synthesis

• Economy of scale promises a significant

reduction in specific investment cost

compared to MegaMethanol technology
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GigaMethanol Project

• Consisting of two trains producing 20 000 ton

methanol per day

• Second train is a 100 percent copy of the first,

together with common utilities resulting in

expected cost savings of 30 – 40 percent for

the second train

• Resulting in a yearly production of 7 million

ton methanol, representing 15 percent of

today’s world methanol production
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The ATLAS plant - the mother of MegaMethanol®

and the foundation of GigaMethanol

Plant located in Trinidad, one single train, design capacity: 5 000 tpd

In 2008: 360 operational days at 108% of the design capacity
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Syngas

generation

Distillation

Methanol 

Synthesis

Syngas-

compressor

Fired 

Heater

Air cooling 

Seawater
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1) Changes at Gas Generation
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2) Changes at Methanol Synthesis
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3) Changes at Distillation
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4) Changes at Syngas Compressor
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5) Changes at Fired Heater
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6) Changes at Utilities/ Sea water Cooling
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Summary GigaMethanol technology

With only 

the production can be 

increased from up to 

using equipment proven and 

utilised in the ATLAS plant! 
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Technologies  for the 

conversion of natural 

gas into chemicals
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Conversion of Syngas into 

Petrochemicals

• Fischer-Tropsch

Known Methanol Conversion 

Technologies

• Methanol to Gasoline (MTG)

• Methanol to Propylene (MTP)

• Methanol to Olefins (MTO)
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Methanol to Gasoline (MTG)

• Today the only proven methanol conversion

technology

• Can be licensed from ExxonMobil

• Used in New Zealand in the past, improved

significantly since that time

• In 2009 an optimised plant in Jincheng (China)

started successfully and it is running well

• Chinese plant = reference for all MTG projects
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Thank you 

very much!


