
AK Medal for 
Heroism

(AS 44.09.090)
North Star Medal

(HB 235)

Considered for  
spontaneous deeds

Awarded 
periodically

Considered for injuries 
or death in the line of 

duty

Awarded for the 
display of extreme 
bravery & heroism

Awarded directly or 
posthumously at a 
ceremony by the 

Governor

Awarded to any 
Alaskan

Awardees selected 
unilaterally by the 
Governor

Awarded 
annually

Awarded to a 
select group of 
public servants*

Awardees selected by the 
Governor from statewide 
nominations reviewed by 
DPS Commissioner

Prepared by the Office of 
Rep. Kreiss-Tomkins

* Peace officers, correctional 
officers, firefighters, first 
responders, or SAR volunteers


