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Michelle Sydeman
From: Aidan Hopson <aidanhopson2@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, February 22, 2018 9:46 AM
To: Michelle Sydeman
Cc: Rep. Justin Parish; Rep. Harriet Drummond
Subject: In Support of HB 339

Dear Representative Gara, 
 
I am sophomore at Juneau‐Douglas High School, and I am strongly in support of HB 339. Increasing base student 
allocation will greatly improve the overall student happiness of our school and any other school. Investing in our 
students now will have a great return for the future of Alaska!  
 
Thanks, 
Aidan Hopson 
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Michelle Sydeman
From: Alyse Galvin <alyse.galvin@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, February 21, 2018 12:16 AM
To: Rep. Harriet Drummond; Rep. Justin Parish; Rep. Ivy Spohnholz; Rep. Jennifer Johnston; Rep. Chuck Kopp; Rep. David Talerico; 

Rep. Lora Reinbold; Rep. Geran Tarr
Cc: Rep. Les Gara; Michelle Sydeman; Michelle Sydeman
Subject: HB 339 - please save for public record

Thank you for your service and the opportunity to share my opinion in support of HB339. 

 I’ve raised four children in the public education system. Over Christmas, they compared notes about their education 
here in Alaska. They determined that our youngest, now a senior, will have had less opportunity during his high school 
years by far. His school has eliminated their only art teacher, and a counselor, and I know students in other schools have 
experienced even greater impacts due to the cuts over the last few years. 

 If were a recent graduate of college about to start a career and maybe a family, and you knew this deterioration of 
public education in Alaska, knowing the economy (and healthcare costs) are more attractive in other states, would you 
choose to live in Alaska? 

 I urge you to come together, invest in our schools, make a plan that brings stability in the years ahead, and keep 
communicating with your constituents about the difficult decisions you have to make. 

 I’m grateful for my legislators who continually share their struggle as they work to ensure Alaskans have a safe place to 
live, work and play and I hear from Alaskans all over the state who are not aware of the predicament legislators are in to 
preserve stability in our state. I hope all 60 legislators will spend more time talking with constituents and speaking 
frankly as they make these important decisions of balancing the budget while preserving a public education system 
where families want to stay, students are reaching their potential, and educators want to teach and stay teaching. 

 Again, I support HB339 as one way we can ensure we do not lose any more educators in our schools. 

 Thanks very much, 

Alyse Galvin 

 





February 21, 2018 
 
House Education Committee: 
 
Written testimony in support of HB 339 
 
My name is Amy Jo Meiners, I am the 2016 Alaska Teacher of the Year, born and raised in Juneau, a product of 
the Juneau school system, mother to three daughters who also learned through the Juneau school system, and 
am currently in my 29th year of teaching in the Juneau school system. 
 
I write in support of HB 339.  
 
Schools have been told we need to improve. We have and will continue this important effort as we have 
committed to increase student success, cultivate safety and well-being, and support responsible and reflective 
learners. 
 
As a state, we have increased learning standards and the first year of students who have benefited from this 
change are in 4th grade with their first state data point now available. We have collectively improved the teacher 
evaluation system, an effort to support and increase effective educators. Our state is working on addressing 
improvements at local levels with multiple stakeholders as well. 
 
The Juneau school district (JSD) has increased graduation requirements to 23 credits, including an increase to 
math and science courses. Unfortunately, this came at the same time as budget cuts and in order to increase the 
number of math and science courses available for all students to meet this new requirement other courses were 
eliminated. JSD has worked to increase student attendance in multiple ways, including through small learning 
communities for students and professional learning communities for staff. As a district, we celebrated the 
tremendous increase with 100% of Alaska Native students at Thunder Mountain High School graduating last 
year.  
 
Since FY2011 to FY2018, JSD has cut the budget over $11 million dollars. (Verifiable via David Means, JSD 
Director of Administrative Services, as well as through public school board budget documents). Our current 
FY2019 budget is set for an additional cut of $3 million dollars.  
 
My position as a teacher of students identified as academically gifted has been on the chopping block almost 
annually since 2008. While you won’t find me in the pink slip tally, you will find multiple versions of programs 
eliminated. With 29 years in, I will have a position, but someone else will not. I am no longer able to provide K-
2 services. I am no longer able to serve the highest academic students within one building. Instead, I am split 
between two schools daily with double the case-load. Next year, the administrative recommendation is that I 
somehow serve six elementary schools. When we know that relationships are pivotal for student learning, it is 
unclear how this could function effectively.  
 
The JSD administration is already a minimal skeleton of efficiencies to impact student learning and professional 
development. There is nothing left there to cut. Their only choices for budget cuts now are direct services to 
students.  
 
When I think of the differences between what was offered when I taught Amy Henderson 28 years ago and 
what is now offered for her surviving two elementary children, I am stunned. We had full-time physical 
education classes so our school’s 400+ students could participate at least three times a week. Similarly, we had 
full-time music teachers, librarians, counselors, nurses, and reading specialists. Now, we are pieced together as 
best as we are able with such limited resources. We had robust career-tech, social sciences, world languages, 
and arts options available then, too. My own high school attendance was excellent because I could participate in 
journalism classes working on a yearbook and publishing a newspaper. My eldest’s attendance was exemplary 



because she was able to take advantage of courses like engineering, underwater robotics, chemistry, physical 
science, and every other science course imaginable. My middle child experienced fewer course options but kept 
up her attendance to excel in volleyball and softball. My youngest is a senior now and her course options are 
minimal to fit in her 23 credit requirements. For Amy Henderson’s two elementary students, I cannot fathom 
how much more minimalistic Alaska public education will become.   
 
In this day and age, in all we know about Adverse Childhood Effect, I do not understand how going without 
counselors and nurses will serve the current needs of students. I have students who are considered medically 
fragile in my class. Last Friday, our school shared one nurse between three schools. By grace, when one of my 
student’s diabetic alarms went off, the nurse happened to have just returned to the building to assist. I was 
teaching students how to graph and compare integers. The nurse assisted my student in a way I could not. 
Families need to know that schools are safe places for their children to learn and teachers need to be able to 
teach students to support responsible and reflective learners.   
 
This week my students have had many opportunities to discuss little life lessons as they have worked on their 
independent passion projects. One student shared he believes they are learning “more life lessons in class than I 
can from my dad which says a lot!” Important lessons such as how tempera paint is best poured into a dish with 
edges rather than on to a flat table, hot glue guns remain hot even after being unplugged, and it sometimes takes 
effort to regulate our emotions. I trust that the impact of inflation upon school budgets is a life lesson learned 
repeatedly in recent times. Please, understand that those of us on the frontlines are working hard to improve 
Alaska schools. We are striving to increase student success. We need your help to do so and an increase to the 
BSA to adjust what districts realize over time would benefit students directly. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity for public testimony. I appreciate your time and efforts. 
 
Sincerely, 
Amy Jo Meiners 
2016 Alaska Teacher of the Year 
12110 Cross St. 
Juneau, AK 99801 
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Michelle Sydeman
From: Rep. Les Gara
Sent: Monday, February 26, 2018 2:57 PM
To: Michelle Sydeman
Subject: FW: HB339

Not sure if you saw this… 
 
__________________________ 
Claire Gross 
Office of Representative Les Gara 
State Capitol Room 511 
Juneau AK, 99801  
(907) 465‐6591 
Claire.Gross@akleg.gov 
 
 
 

From: angie Jensen [mailto:jensenangie@hotmail.com]  
Sent: Tuesday, February 20, 2018 4:44 PM 
To: Rep. Les Gara  
Subject: HB339 

 
Dear Representative Gara, 
 
Since I will not be present during the HB339 testimonies, I am compelled to advocate for children by 
increasing the BSA in public education. 
 
Alaska has higher rates of childhood trauma than the rest of the country.. Very few places have the 
infrastructure to provide children who have experienced trauma the necessary components for recovery. 
Public schools do this.  
 
Public schools throughout our system have been working together to ensure social and emotional learning 
skills are taught along with traditional subjects like reading, writing and math. These are the same skills 
forward thinking companies like Google have found from their best employees.  
 
*Schools create a safe place by providing physical safety as well as emotional safety. *Predictability is a part of 
the normal school day because schedules are written out in pictures and/or words at the beginning of every 
day. There are also many routines throughout the normal school day including clear expectations that are 
reinforced.  
*A sense of trust is made by caring adults who follow through with what they say and when unavoidable 
changes happen, explanations are transparent. 
*Choices are given to empower children to make good decisions rather be made to do what the adult wants. 
*Adults model self‐regulation skills and create caring environments. 
*Punishment is rarely done because there is an emphasis is on making school a safe place and everyone in the 
school has a part in making that happen. 
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Increasing the BSA will increase the amount of support toward children with trauma. These same strategies 
are good for "all" children. 
 
Angie Jensen 
2110 Patriot Circle 
Anchorage, AK . 99515 
(907) 242‐3236 
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Michelle Sydeman
From: Angie Mendbayar <uamendbayar@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, February 15, 2018 5:18 PM
To: Michelle Sydeman
Subject: Support Letter for HB339

Dear Representative Les Gara, 
 
Thank you for introducing HB339. During this tough time of "temporary", short-term economic recession, we must 
prioritize funding for things with long-term impacts such as education, environment, and health. If we provide good-
quality education to our future generations during this time of recession, that is a well-thought investment in a 
stronger future for Alaska! 
 
Sincerely, 
Angie Mendbayar  
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Michelle Sydeman
From: Rep. Les Gara
Sent: Sunday, March 4, 2018 8:10 PM
To: Michelle Sydeman
Subject: Fwd: Letter of Support for HB 339

 

Sent from my iPhone Les Gara 
 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: Judy Andree <jagster42@gmail.com> 
Date: March 4, 2018 at 7:38:51 PM AKST 
To: Representative.Les.Gara@akleg.gov, Representative.Harriet.Drummond@akleg.gov, 
Representative.Justin.Parish@akleg.gov, Representative.Ivy.Spohnholz@akleg.gov, 
Representative.Jennifer.Johnston@akleg.gov, Representative.Chuck.Kopp@akleg.gov, 
Representative.David.Talerico@akleg.gov 
Subject: Letter of Support for HB 339 

Dear Representative Gara and Members of the House Education Committee: 
 
We are writing in support of HB 339, a bill to raise the base student allocation. We feel that full 
support of public education is more important than ever. The world is a complicated place, and 
its future will depend on the next generation’s ability to apply critical thinking and fact-finding to 
establish solutions to the problems that will be faced. We owe it to all our children to make sure 
that they have the best education possible. 
 
We raised our children in Juneau and watched as each eventually graduated from the Juneau 
School District. We now have grandchildren who are attending Alaska schools, one in Juneau 
and two in Gustavus. They have, as their parents had, excellent teachers and facilities. We want 
that excellence to continue, but it won’t last without adequate funding that keeps up with 
inflation. We urge you to support HB 339. Thank you. 
 
Sincerely, 
Bob and Judy Andree 
5985 Lund ST. 
Juneau, AK 99801 
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Michelle Sydeman
From: Carey Carpenter <careycarpenter@yahoo.com>
Sent: Wednesday, February 14, 2018 1:36 PM
To: Michelle Sydeman
Subject: Support of HB 339 Increase the BSA

Hello Representative Gara, 
 
I'm writing in support of increasing the BSA amount for students.  My children attend 2nd grade and 4th grade at Sand 
Lake Elementary School in the Japanese Immersion program.  In addition to learning Japanese, my kids are also in the 
Ignite Gifted program at Sand Lake.  When you ask them, both of my kids will tell you that their favorite part of school is 
the Ignite class. Luckily, learning Japanese does challenge them but during the English part of the day at school they get 
bored as the material is not challenging enough to keep them engaged.  I'm writing because I heard (and not for the first 
time) that cutting the Gifted Learning program in the ASD was proposed as a means to cut costs and trim the budget.  If 
this program is cut my kids will lose their favorite part of school. 
 
If the BSA is increased then it will help keep programs like Ignite running to provide services to students that are gifted. 
Those students deserve to be educated to reach their potential. Classroom teachers do not have the time to provide the 
attention to challenge my kids.  It requires a very specific position, like an Ignite teacher, to come up with curriculum 
that is dedicated to teaching students with gifted educational skills.  I would love for the elementary school to have a full 
time employee dedicated to helping challenge the gifted students throughout the entire week, instead of just once a 
week.  If the Anchorage School District and the State of Alaska wants all of our kids to reach their full potential, then we 
need the funds to teach not just to meet the minimum requirement benchmarks, but to reach maximum ability for each 
and every kid.  Please increase the BSA so my kids can reach their full potential. 
 
Thanks, 
 
Carey Carpenter 
 
907‐764‐8117 
 
carey@carpenterprogramming.com 
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Michelle Sydeman
From: Cat Coward <scatycaty@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, February 12, 2018 9:12 AM
To: Michelle Sydeman
Subject: In support of HB339

Dear Representative Gara, 
 
I am writing you to thank you for putting forth HB339, and echoing my own support of this bill.  Keeping reliable money 
in the classroom is paramount to a good education for our kids.  I am the parent of a high school senior, and over the 
course of his education I have seen the effects of BSA money being cut.  I have seen class sizes decrease, important 
teachers and counselors laid off, teachers burned out and fearing yearly lay off, and an overall decrease in the quality of 
public education because of the above factors.   
 
Quality education requires, adequate and reliable funding of the BSA; funding for our teachers and counselors.    Please 
use this email as my public testimony and support of HB339. 
 
Thank you, 
Catherine Coward 
6221 Farpoint Dr, 
Anchorage, AK 99507 
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Michelle Sydeman
From: Chelsea Lindquist <chelserin@gmail.com>
Sent: Friday, February 9, 2018 8:32 PM
To: Michelle Sydeman
Subject: HB339

Follow Up Flag: Flag for follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Hello,  
 
I am writing today to express my support for HB339. Alaska is only as successful as our least successful student. As a 
state we need to be putting education, students and teachers on top of the priorities list. Funding education is an 
investment not only in our students' futures but in Alaska's future.  
 
I am hopeful that bills such as HB339 are the beginning of addressing the problems that are hurting Alaskan students 
and the start of supporting the important work our teachers do every day.  
 
Thank you,  
Chelsea Vukovich 
Anchorage, Ak 
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Michelle Sydeman
From: Emily Kane <dremilykane@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, February 13, 2018 10:53 AM
To: Michelle Sydeman
Subject: HB 339

I strongly support this bill to bolster costs of adequately educating our youth. Thanks for your sponsorship.  
Dr Emily A Kane 
Juneau AK 

 
www.DrEmilyKane.com 
www.naturopathic.org 
www.primarydoctor.org 
 
 
Join with me in 
Cultivating Exuberance 
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Michelle Sydeman
From: Evelynn Trefon <evelynntrefon@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, February 19, 2018 12:40 PM
To: Michelle Sydeman
Cc: Rep. Les Gara; Rep. Harriet Drummond; Rep. Justin Parish; Rep. Ivy Spohnholz; Rep. Jennifer Johnston; Rep. Chuck Kopp; Rep. 

David Talerico; Rep. Lora Reinbold; Rep. Geran Tarr
Subject: Letter of support for HB 339

I am writing this letter today in support of HB339.  Continuing to flat fund our schools cannot be a 
solution.   
 

My daughter attends preschool in Newhalen.  This fall, she will begin kindergarten.  I am very 
nervous for her to make this transition.  I want her to have all the opportunities that she can 
possibly have.  If our schools are not funded to the levels they should be, then I fear her 
educational opportunities will be diminished and limited. 
 

For our school district, two of the main sources of funding are from the State with SBA and from 
the Lake and Peninsula Borough through a fisheries tax.  Last summer many fishermen across 
Bristol Bay felt, and saw first hand, that the fisheries management was not adequately 
handled.  Fish were coming up the Kvichak River from Bristol Bay and ADFG had not even set up 
their counting towers.  An unknown amount of fish escaped without being counted.  Had the 
counting towers been in place prior to the run, the fish could have been counted and 
the commercial fishing season could have started sooner.  That was potentially thousands of 

taxable dollars literally swimming away.  ADFG has requested to have their budget 
flat funded this year.  It has also been proposed to flat fund the SBA.  If 
both of these are flat funded, it will essentially be a double cut (due to 
inflation) for our school district.   
 

I have a younger sister attending school in Anchorage.  She is in 8th grade and is struggling with 
the larger class sizes.  It is unfair to her as well as her teachers.  According to the National Center 
for Education Statistics, the average class size for the US High Schools is 17.7.  The average class 

size for a high school class in Anchorage is roughly 30 for some classes.  How can my sister 
and her peers be adequately taught?  Can you imagine if the House Floor 
was a science classroom and you were trying to learn what a proton was 
along with your peers?  Do you think some of them would be falling 
behind?  Do you think some of them would be ignored because they 
were not able to communicate that they did not understand?  I think that 
this would be the case.  Class sizes above 20 students should not be 
allowed.  Adequate funding must be established in order to be able to 
hire more teachers and lower the class sizes. 
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Here in Newhalen, we do not have art class.  We do not have music class.  These programs were 
cut long ago.  Our teachers teach the core standards‐ reading, writing, math, social studies, 
etc.  All of these classes require at minimum a workbook, paper, pencils, and erasers, which 
of course cost money.  In addition, our electrical utility prices recently rose from 52 cents per 
KWH to 60 cents per KWH.  Fuel prices have only increased as well. The cost to operate a school 
continues to climb each year and yet the SBA has not increased.    
 

Because of declining funds for our school district from the State, Federal, and Borough level, the 
Lake and Peninsula School District cut 20 school days of the 2017/2018 school year.  That is 20 less 
days being taught to our kids.  20 less days of opportunities for field trips and other outside 
learning opportunities.  20 less days for students to have access to a hot meal.  20 less days of 
work for local employees which equates to less money for our state economy.  20 less days of the 
school being inhabited. Buildings that are not inhabited are more likely to have vandalism, pest 
infestations, mold issues, and more.   
 

I heard public testimony last week that a $100 increase would help, but wouldn't get to the level 
of funding needed to make real impacts for the school districts budgets.  I would recommend 
amending the amount to a larger number.  I do not know what that number should be, but I know 
$100 is not enough. 
 

Forward funding for school funding needs to be reenacted.  As the school secretary in Newhalen, I 
have to order the school supplies 10 months in advance for the next school year.  How can a 
school district know how much supplies it can approve unless it knows how much money 
is coming down the pipeline?  It simply cannot.   
 

Please consider passing HB339.  The time is now to secure our children's futures. 
 
 

‐‐  
Best regards, 
 

Evelynn Trefon 
PO Box 244 
Newhalen, AK 99606 
907‐444‐8875 
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Michelle Sydeman
From: Grace Newman <graceeliz01@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, February 22, 2018 9:46 AM
To: Michelle Sydeman; Rep. Harriet Drummond
Cc: Rep. Sam Kito
Subject: In Support of HB 339

Dear Representative Gara, 
 
I am a junior at Juneau‐Douglas High School and am writing in support of HB 339. The cuts that have already been 
implemented in our school district have affected me personally. I hope that more money will be put towards education 
because the future of our state depends on our youth. I fully support raising the base student allocation because of the 
benefits it will bring to the students. Thank you for listening.  
 
Grace Newman 
Juneau, AK 
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Michelle Sydeman
From: Rep. Les Gara
Sent: Friday, February 9, 2018 6:28 PM
To: Janeen C. Wilkins
Cc: Michelle Sydeman
Subject: RE: BSA Increase

Follow Up Flag: Flag for follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Thank you! 
 
 
Representative Les Gara 
Working Hard For You 
 
Representing Downtown, Fairview, Government Hill & Eastridge 
Ph: 907‐465‐2647 (during Legislative Session); 269‐0106 (in Anchorage During Interim) 
 
Want to sign up & stay up to date on Legislative Issues With Our E‐Newsletter?  Click Here 
 
‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: Janeen C. Wilkins [mailto:janeenwilkins@me.com]  
Sent: Friday, February 09, 2018 6:08 PM 
To: Rep. Les Gara <Rep.Les.Gara@akleg.gov> 
Subject: BSA Increase 
 
Les, as a parent and a teacher I fully support your efforts to increase the BSA.  Thank you.  The madness has to stop for 
our kids and teachers who work so hard! 
Many thanks! 
 
Janeen Wilkins  
907‐602‐9646 
Sent from my iPad  
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Michelle Sydeman
From: Judy <crondahl@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, February 13, 2018 9:32 AM
To: Michelle Sydeman
Subject: In Support of HB339

Dear Representative Gara: 
 
I am in support of HB 339, increasing the base student allotment for elementary and secondary education. The decline in 
real dollars spent on education is not good for our students, our schools, our communities, or our economy. We cannot 
attract business, retain residents,  or advance graduates to higher education without adequate support for education at 
the most basic level. If we need to increase revenue to do this, there are two main sources to look: taxes on the oil 
industry and a graduated income tax on businesses and individuals. Shame on the legislature for postponing the 
inevitable until our state's economy is sent into a tailspin! 
 
Judy Crondahl 
Juneau 
 
>  







1

Michelle Sydeman
From: Larri Spengler <lspengler@ak.net>
Sent: Tuesday, February 13, 2018 6:49 PM
To: Michelle Sydeman
Subject: HB339 

Dear Representative Gara: 
 
Declining funding for eduction in Alaska risks so much that is important, but can be summed up by the fact that our 
youth are our future.  
 
I urge the swift passage of HB 339. 
 
Larri Spengler 
 
Larri Irene Spengler 
4545 Thane Road 
Juneau, Alaska 99801 
907-586-9768 (phone/fax) 
lspengler@ak.net 
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Michelle Sydeman
From: Laura Stats <laurastatsdaugherty@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, February 13, 2018 7:24 AM
To: Michelle Sydeman; Rep. Harriet Drummond
Cc: Sen. Dennis Egan
Subject: Pass HB 339

Dear Representative Drummond and Gara, 
 
Thank you so co‐ sponsoring HB 339. 
 
There is no greater need to finance than  basic education of our youth.  Education is the foundation of a strong 
democracy.  A strong democracy is the foundation of a just and healthy society. 
 
Please do everything in your power to pass HB 339.   
 
Thank you for your strong work for our great state of Alaska. 
 
Kindest regards, 
Laura Stats  
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Michelle Sydeman
From: Rep. Les Gara
Sent: Tuesday, February 13, 2018 9:45 AM
To: Michelle Sydeman
Subject: FW: BSA Increase

 
 
 
Representative Les Gara 
Working Hard For You 
 
Representing Downtown, Fairview, Government Hill & Eastridge 
Ph: 907‐465‐2647 (during Legislative Session); 269‐0106 (in Anchorage During Interim) 
 
Want to sign up & stay up to date on Legislative Issues With Our E‐Newsletter?  Click Here 
 
From: Levi Nilsson [mailto:apogeestudios@gmail.com]  
Sent: Tuesday, February 13, 2018 9:34 AM 
To: Rep. Les Gara <Rep.Les.Gara@akleg.gov> 
Subject: BSA Increase 
 
Increases to the BSA is one of the least political methods of funding schools.  It is not based on region, ability, federal 
program allocation, need, cultural, racial or economic demographics, etc.  It is, by its nature, neutral to all.  Either you 
have a student in attendance or you don't.  Please support this increase in the efficient and non‐politicized funding of 
our educational system.  Thank you. 
 
 
‐‐  
Levi S. Nilsson 
Apogee Studios 
Mail: 205 E Dimond Blvd #608 
Anchorage AK 99515 
Physical: 7120 Old Seward Highway STE 204 
(907) 561‐9766 
www.apogeestudios.com 
apogeestudios@gmail.com 
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Michelle Sydeman
From: Luann McVey <luannmcvey@icloud.com>
Sent: Thursday, February 15, 2018 8:16 AM
To: Michelle Sydeman
Subject: Fwd: Education Funding

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Hi, Michelle! 
>  
> I’m writing to offer my wholehearted support for Representative Gara’s bill, forward funding education in Alaska.  
>  
> As a retired teacher, I experienced year after year of morale‐busting budget cuts during my 29 years in Alaskan public 
schools. It is very difficult to learn, in the spring, that colleagues will receive pink slips and staff will be expected to pick 
up the slack come fall, with ever‐larger classes and always less support for children who struggle academically and 
behaviorally.  This happens most years in Alaska and it takes its toll on teachers, administrators, and children. It means 
teachers are increasingly forced to teach “to the middle,” despite research showing that students whose academic 
abilities are above‐ or below‐ average learn decidedly less when teaching is not pitched toward their learning capacities. 
Test scores drop and everyone wonders why children at the lower and upper ends of the learning curve are not 
accelerating their learning.  
>  
> Forward funding for education would allow administrators and teachers to plan ahead and to more appropriately 
prepare for the specific children who will walk through the classroom doors in the fall. Meeting children at their levels is 
the most important thing teachers can do to advance the learning of the students in their charge and a bill like this one, 
proposed by Rep Gara, goes a long way toward that goal. 
>  
> Thanks, Representative Gara, for your continued efforts to promote effective public education in our state. 
>  
> Sincerely, 
> Luann McVey 
>  
> Sent from my iPhone 
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Michelle Sydeman
From: M. Sue McGowan <queenla@acsalaska.net>
Sent: Tuesday, February 13, 2018 10:46 AM
To: Michelle Sydeman
Subject: HB 339 support

Hello Ms. Sydeman- I would like you to add my name to the list of people who have contacted you in 
support of HB 339.  I have volunteered in nearly all the schools in the Juneau School District over the 
years and I’ve seen how teachers and staff are having to make do with less and less money.  While 
the effect on school staff/teachers is important, the most important consideration are the students 
and the benefit they will gain if this bill is passed.  Thanks for listening. 
  
M. Sue McGowan 
PO Box 32112 
Juneau, Alaska  99803 
  
(907) 789-1157 
 

Right-click or tap and hold here to  do wnload pictu
protect your privacy, Outlook prevented automat
this pictu re from the Internet.

 

Virus-free. www.avast.com  
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Michelle Sydeman
From: Rep. Les Gara
Sent: Monday, March 12, 2018 12:14 PM
To: Michelle Sydeman
Subject: FW: Supporting HB 339

Did you see this? 
 
__________________________ 
Claire Gross 
Office of Representative Les Gara 
State Capitol Room 511 
Juneau AK, 99801  
(907) 465‐6591 
Claire.Gross@akleg.gov 
 
 
 
From: Judy Andree [mailto:jagster42@gmail.com]  
Sent: Sunday, March 4, 2018 9:14 PM 
To: Rep. Les Gara ; Rep. Harriet Drummond  
Subject: Supporting HB 339 
 
Dear Representatives Les Gara and Harriet Drummond: 
 

My name is Rebekah Grube. I am an 8th grader at Dzantik'i Heeni middle school writing to support bill 
HB339. I was born and raised in Juneau AIaska and throughout my years I have had incredible teachers. 
However, the increasing class sizes seem to take a toll on our learning. Our school librarian Mr. Fortier not only 
runs the library, but teaches two classes and helps facilitate after school events and meetings. Having more 
school financing could take a burden off of students and our teachers so they can do their job more effectively.  
 

Next year, I’m looking forward to taking AP classes, art, and music. With this bill in place future 
students and I could experience the important variety of classes that contribute greatly to our learning. 
Remember, as Nelson Mandela once said, “Education is the most powerful weapon which you can use to 
change the world.” Thank you. 
 
Sincerely,  

 
Rebekah Grube 
5929 Woods St. 
Juneau, AK 99801 
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Michelle Sydeman
From: Shannon J.N. <sejohnson24@yahoo.com>
Sent: Tuesday, February 13, 2018 3:05 PM
To: Michelle Sydeman; Rep. Bryce Edgmon; Timothy Clark; Ty Mase
Subject: BH339

Good afternoon, i am from Iliamna and i have lived in Alaska all of my young life.   
I have had two daughters graduate from Newhalen School and i have two more in Elementary and 
Middle School.  
I have seen our Lake and Peninsula District save and cut  with the flat funding we have received now 
in the past 4 years.   
We have eliminated programs and then last year we had no choice but to cut school days off our 
school calendar. Our children  
and families cannot keep doing what we are doing with the funding we are getting. I feel like we have 
made every active effort to save and  
cut to meet out budget.  I am not sure what else we can do which would not impact us in a negative 
manner.  
I am in full support of adding $100 to the BSA.   
Thank you for your time and support.  
 
Shannon Johnson-Nanalook 
Iliamna Community Member and Mother 
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Michelle Sydeman
From: Shonti Elder <elderfrey@gci.net>
Sent: Sunday, February 11, 2018 7:32 PM
To: Michelle Sydeman
Subject: to Les Gara

Follow Up Flag: Flag for follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

I‘m a teacher who lives in Wasilla and I support Les Gara’s education funding bill.  The base student allocation 
needs to be raised throughout Alaska.  Increased school costs (such as energy, or health insurance) have eaten 
into the actual funding that reaches each student, stressing students and teachers who have to make do with 
less. Thank you. 
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Michelle Sydeman
From: Rep. Les Gara
Sent: Thursday, March 8, 2018 5:09 AM
To: Michelle Sydeman
Subject: Fwd: HB 339 support

 

Sent from my iPhone Les Gara 
 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: Susan Brandt‐Ferguson <srfjferguson@gmail.com> 
Date: March 7, 2018 at 9:09:44 PM AKST 
To: Rep.Les.Gara@akleg.gov 
Subject: HB 339 support 

Dear Representative Gara, 
I am writing in support of HB 339. Our schools need the state's support. A $100 increase to the BSA is an 
important first step toward adequate funding. The recent years of flat funding from the state have been 
equivalent to decreased funding for our children's education, because costs continue to rise. The most 
important function of our state government is educating our youth!  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Susan Brandt‐Ferguson  
1603 Sawmill Creek Road 
Sitka, AK 99835 
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Michelle Sydeman
From: Bland_Wiley <Bland_Wiley@asdk12.org>
Sent: Tuesday, February 13, 2018 8:39 AM
To: Rep. Les Gara; Michelle Sydeman
Subject: Re: BSA Increase

You're welcome. 
 
Keep up the great work! 
 
W 
________________________________ 
From: Rep. Les Gara <Rep.Les.Gara@akleg.gov> 
Sent: Monday, February 12, 2018 1:22:00 PM 
To: Bland_Wiley; Michelle Sydeman 
Subject: Re: BSA Increase 
 
Thank you! 
 
Sent from my iPhone Les Gara 
 
 
> On Feb 12, 2018, at 8:16 AM, Bland_Wiley <Bland_Wiley@asdk12.org> wrote: 
> 
> Hi Les, 
> 
> 
> You are and always have been an advocate for youth and education.  I appreciate the work you're doing in Juneau.  
Your bill to raise the BSA $100 is a responsible direction for education after years of flat funding. 
> 
> 
> It's legislators like you that give us hope we can come up with a sustainable budget too. 
> 
> 
> Thanks for all you do. 
> 
> 
> Wiley Bland 
> 
> Step Up/McLaughin Teacher 
> 
> 



Dear Members of the House Education Committee, 
 
We are writing to you in support of HB 339.  While our 3 children, who have gone through the Sitka 
School district, have all graduated, we continue to value the education of children here in Sitka.  Our 
children are our future and we believe all citizens have a responsibility to make sure that our schools are 
adequately funded. 
The cost of educating our students continues to rise, salaries have increased, and medical insurance has 
increased.  All the while our schools are flat funded. 
In rural areas such as Sitka many other costs have continued to increase.  It is beyond the capacity of our 
local government to cover these increasing costs. 
A $100 increase in the base student allocation will help bridge the shortfall. I hope you will see the value 
of investing in our future generations. 
 
Thank you, 
Mike and Tonya Venneberg 
Sitka 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Dear Representative Harriet Drummond,  

I am writing as a citizen of Sitka and as someone whose children were educated in the Sitka School 
system.   

I am in favor of increasing the base student allocation rate.   

I am very concerned that unless the base student allocation is raised, there will be huge cuts in the 
education of children in our district, and other districts in the state.  Flat funding of education by the 
State translates to decreased funding, as health benefits costs of district staff rise each year, as well 
as  heating, electrical, water and garbage costs.   These are fixed costs over which the district has no 
control.  Under President Trump's proposed budget, we are also again looking at no Secure Rural 
Schools funding, no funding for Title IIA  and no funding of 21st Century Learning Centers which Sitka 
has used to strengthen academic achievement for at-risk kids after school. 

Our schools in Sitka have been challenged repeatedly in recent years to achieve more and more with 
less and less.   We are told in Sitka that we are at risk for loosing up to 17 teaching positions out of 112 
this coming year.   

We need increased funding from the State of Alaska.   Raising the base allocation rate is a good step. Of 
course, we need additional revenues to do this, and I favor an income tax.  Our children are our future, 
and it is the responsibility of us all, to fund education fully. 

Thank you, 

Connie Kreiss, M.D.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Dear Members of the House Education Committee, 

I am writing to you in support of HB 339. Although I no longer have children in school, I continue to be a 
big supporter of schools.  Our children are the future and I believe all citizens have a responsibility to 
make sure that Alaskan schools are adequately funded. 

While the cost of educating students continues to rise, schools have been flat funded.  Inflation 
continues and along with that rise, salaries increase.  The cost of health insurance has increased.   

In Sitka, electrical, garbage and water and sewer costs have increased 20%.  In addition, Sitka has not 
received federal funding from Secure Rural Schools Program.  All of this has contributed to large budget 
shortfall. 

An $100 increase in the base student allocation will help bridge the shortfall. 

Thank you, 

Susan Litman 

Sitka 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Dear members of the House Education Committee, 

As a parent of 2 children in the Sitka school system, I am writing to you in support of HB 339. 
Flat funding for the schools does not adequately meet the needs of our current student 
body.  School expenses such as health insurance, maintenance costs, salaries do not remain 
flat.  This reduces available funding for education. 
 
Sitka has experienced a 20 % increase in electric, garbage, water and sewer costs.  In addition, 
Sitka did not receive funding from Secure Rural Schools Program.  A large budget shortfall has 
resulted.   
 
A $100 increase in the base student allocation will help bridge this shortfall.  Thank you. 
 
Laura Schmidt, Sitka Alaska  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Dear Committee, 

Remember your commitment and duty to Alaskas future.   I understand that the Legislature can authorize 
a state fiscal plan, including the $100 increase to the Base Student Allocation. According to the state’s own 
fiscal analysts, a statewide fiscal plan will help stabilize Alaska’s economy and maintain a high bond rating. 

Hopeful, 

Lynnette Dihle 

2454 Engineers Cutoff 

Juneau 

907 789-0721 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



To whom it may concern: 

Hello. My name is Zofia Danielson and I am a senior at Sitka High School. I am involved in many activities 
here such as track and field, cross country, and National Ocean Science Bowl.  

With the various budget cuts that the Sitka School District has experienced over the past several years, 
my school has suffered teacher cuts and insufficient staff to teach a full range of courses. The legislature 
is projecting another year of "flat-funding," which means no compensation for increasing costs to our 
district. We are looking at a $2.3 million deficit and teacher cuts again this year, given that scenario.  

I fully support the motion to increase the Base Student Allocation, as it will allow for greater flexibility 
for district programs and it is a serious investment in the students, and future leaders, of Alaska.  

Thank you for your time. 

Sincerely, 

Zofia Danielson 

Sitka High School Student 
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