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Ambler Mining District Industrial Access Project (Graphic courtesy Alaska Industrial Development and
Export Authority)

The window for public comment on a controversial road comes to a close this week. The
Ambler Mining District Industrial Access Project — or Ambler Road — would start at the
Dalton highway and stretch over 200 miles west.

That’s a bigroad in a state with not that many of them. Proponents say it will enable

growth of the mining industry, and create jobs. Detractors worry about impacts to
subsistence and the environment.

https://www.ktoo.org/2018/01/30/support-concern-ambler-road-comment-period-draws-close/
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Ambler Road was part of that push. It’s an area that has been explored for its rich mineral
potential since the 1950s, but hasn’t been developed because of its remoteness.

“You can’t develop the Ambler Mining District without a road,” said Rick Van
Nieuwenhuyse, President and CEO of Trilogy Metals.

His company is currently exploring two copper deposits tucked into the southern part of
the Brooks Range. Van Nieuwenhuyse says that without a road, there just isn’t an
economical way to get the minerals to market if they do decide to start mining there.

“We’ve looked at this very seriously. Looking at using aircraft and even airships that aren’t
in commercial use, but are in planning stages. We’ve dialogued with Lockheed... and the
math just doesn’t work,” said Van Nieuwenhuyse.

The state’s proposed solution to this access problem is a private industrial road, 211 miles
long, running from east to west along the south side of the Brooks Range. Picture a road
that starts in the heart of Alaska’s interior and makes a beeline for the Chukchi Sea and
Kotzebue, stopping near a group of Kobuk River villages.

Wilmer Beetus is First Chief of Hughes, one of the villages close to the east end of the
proposed road. He says that residents in Hughes support the project, because they believe it

will translate to construction and mining jobs.
“Right now we’re in a deficit we’ve been in the last couple years and it really hurts the
economy around here. It’s not an easy life living out there, especially when there are no

jobs,” Beetus said.

But other residents in the area are opposed. Vanessa Edwards is Acting Tribal
Administrator of Alatna, another community close to the proposed route. She says the
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said.

There are also concerns about how the road might affect the caribou population. Cyrus
Harris lives in Kotzebue and is the Vice-Chair of the Western Arctic Caribou Herd Working
Group. At a meeting of that group earlier this winter, he expressed worry over how the
project might affect a critical resource for his community.

“Caribou is our main source of meat back home. Unlike beef and so forth that urban folks
depend on, well, we depend on the land, the land being our garden. And that’s how we’re

raised from time immemorial,” Harris said.

All of these sentiments are currently being collected by the Bureau of Land Management.
The agency will use those public comments in its assessment of the impacts of the project,
including economic, environmental and subsistence impacts.

Tim La Marr is overseeing the process for BLM. He says that analysis will be done by a team
of professionals including wildlife biologists, engineers, hydrologists, fisheries biologists,
as well as a sociologist and economist.

Ultimately the agency will have to decide whether or not to grant a permit to build the road
through federal land, and if so, what the requirements will be to mitigate the

envircnimental ihipdct.

BLM could deny that permit, but La Mak't says'ifi'liis experierice, that’s pretty rare:

The National Park Service is also conducting a separate but parallel analysis of the section
of the road that crosses Gates of the Arctic National Preserve. The Alaska National Interest
Lands Conservation Act, which established the Preserve, included a provision that if there
was ever a transportation system built to the Ambler Mining District, NPS would have to
accommodate it.
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The state agency leading the Ambler Road project — the Alaska Industrial Development
and Export Authority, or AIDEA — estimates that it could cost up to $380 million dollars to
build. The agency expects to finance that price tag through a mix of private capital,
bonding and tolls.

It’s not yet a done deal that the environmental review process will be completed — so far
AIDEA has only paid for the scoping and some of the analysis that happens directly
afterward. An AIDEA spokesperson said that once the scoping is complete, the AIDEA board

will decide the next step.

The public comment period is open through Wednesday, January 31st.
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Recent headlines

Winter rain is
compromising
baby muskoxen in
western Alaska

A new paper shows how
warmer ocean
temperatures are
impacting animals on
land in addition to those
that depend on sea ice.

Glory Hole, five
other groups
submit proposals
to take over Valley
property

The city Lands
Committee is reviewing
six proposals from
groups hoping to lease or

[

Offshore areas
opened for king,
Tanner crab in
Southeast Alaska

Commercial crabbers in
Southeast Alaska will
have some opportunity to
fish in offshore waters
for king and Tanner crab

o S SRR ooy ) [ St

https://www.ktoo.org/2018/01/30/support-concern-ambler-road-comment-period-draws-close/

Board of Fisheries

make changes to
2018 Lynn Canal
salmon season

When the Board of
Fisheries finished its
triennial meeting last
week, action plans were
passed to protect king
salmon disappearing
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