Regarding: SB18 Capital Budget
Community Transportation
Dear Sirs,

This is in support of public and community transportation, 

specifically in rural Alaska -- and the Copper River Valley.

The Copper Valley is a huge area, linked by 

a sprawling road system. My family has lived here since

1975. In that time, I have seen many attempts that people

have made to try to solve the problem of getting from one

place to another.

For example, during the 1970's, young people with cars who lived in

Native villages would hire out their services as impromptu

taxies for elders. It was common for them take somebody from

Copper Center to Glennallen -- for a fee. This was an unreliable

means of transporting, and had some social value, of course, but

it wasn't something you could count on. 

Over the Copper River Native Association has

had services for elders, who have been transported on

an intermittent basis, to the hospital or the grocery store.

But the overall  problem of anyone going to Anchorage, or to work across the

valley, or even going to the post office or store was not solved

until quite recently. In the past few years, Gulkana Village stepped

in with a community bus service called "Soaring Eagle." 

My husband and I have used this service to go on quick trips to the Gakona

Post office, and to head into Anchorage. It is reliable, cost-effective,

and makes sense to local people. It's also fast and easy.

In a place like this, maintaining an automobile is quite difficult.

Nobody has garages, and it was 48 below zero for weeks last

winter. It's difficult to do practical chores under these conditions.

Just keeping your car heated with a plug-in heater is very expensive.

I completely support public transport -- and I would like to 

commend Soaring Eagle for its reliability and usefulness

to our community, and to encourage Alaska's legislators to 

pursue funding that allows Alaska's isolated rural communities  to function better

with such a modest outlay. 

Sincerely,

Linda Weld

Gakona, Alaska 

320-1145

