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HB 105



Wolves in Denali
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• Wolf sightings are a major 
tourist draw to the area.

• The Board of Game established 
a buffer zone on Denali’s eastern 
boundary in 2000, but this was 
eliminated in 2010. 

• In 2014, less than 6% of park 
visitors were able to see wolves, 
a decrease from 45% from 2010. 

• Wolf populations in Denali have 
declined from 116 in spring 2006 
to 50 in spring 2014. 

…why is this a problem? Economics.
Source: National Park Service



The Issue
• 5 collared wolves from Denali packs have been killed outside the park so far this 

winter (2017-18).

• Riley Creek male harvested in Stampede corridor; collar destroyed 
• This wolf was commonly seen along the park road & had a role in 2017's higher viewing rate. 

• 2 wolves from Comb Pack harvested in Stampede corridor

• 1 wolf from Eagle Creek Pack harvested in Nenana Canyon

• 1 dispersed wolf from Iron Creek Pack harvested near Delta

3 3/22/2018 HB 105 – Denali Wolf Buffer



Economic Benefit of 
Wildlife Viewing

• Total direct expenditures by wildlife viewers in the 
USA were $54.9 billion in 2011.
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Source: US Fish & Wildlife Service
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Source: US Fish & Wildlife Service



The Buffer Zone
• To protect wolves for future Alaskans & visitors, HB 

105 would prohibit wolf hunting & trapping in two 
areas adjacent to Denali National Park & Preserve:
• Wolf Townships (aka Stampede Trail) 
• Nenana Canyon
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Snare

The proposed 
buffer zone
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Healy

Cantwell
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Support…

National Park Service 2017 buffer proposal:
Prohibit taking of wolves in portion of Game 

Management Unit 20C, per above. Close wolf hunting 
from Feb 1 - Jul 31 and trapping from Feb 1 - Oct 31 .



Section 1: Adds new section to 16.05 (Fish & Game Code)
• Prohibits taking of wolves & use of certain traps & snares in specific areas adjacent 

to Denali National Park & Preserve.
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• A person may not take a wolf or use a cable 
snare with a diameter greater than 3/32” or a 
leg-hold trap with a jaw-spread greater than 5” 
within the boundaries described.

• Nothing in this section may be construed to 
prevent the department from taking, or 
authorizing the taking of, wolves that present a 
danger to the health or safety of local residents. 

• A person who negligently violates (a) of this 
section is guilty of a class A misdemeanor.



Thank you.
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