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1 Lismits State Legislative Term Limits

State Year Limited: terms Year law Percent
total years allowed takes effect Voting Yes
B =
A . House: 4 terms (8 years) House: 2000 .
2 4 5,
Arizona ke Senate: 4 terms (8 years) Senate: 2000 %
House: 3 terms (6 years} House: 1998
Arkansas L2 Senate: 2 terms (8 years) Senate: 2000 e
s A Assembly: 3 terms (6 years) House: 1996 v
California ket Senate: 2 terms (§ years) Senate: 199% 2
House: 4 terms {8 vears) House: 1998 ¥
0 ¥ %,
Colorado il Senate: 2 terms (8 years) Senate: 199% ke
St " House: 4 terms (8 years) House: 2000 ez
Florida ke2s Senate: 2 terms (% years) Senate: 2000 e
— . House: 3 terms (12 vears) Houser 2007 .
ek E g0
Louisiana ** 1995 Senate: 3 terms (12 years) Senate: 2007 NA
: House: 4 terms (8 years) House: 1996 .
# e o
Maine * R Senate: 4 terms (8 vears) Senate: 1996 L
A 43 House: 3 terms (6 years) House: {998 _—
Michigan ke Senate: 2 terms (8 vears) Senate: 2602 S
" X House: 4 terms (8 years) House: 2002 .
2 L
Missouri e Senate: 2 terms (% years) Senate: 2002 e
House: 4 terms (8 years) House: 2000
» e 3 0T
Montana K Senate: 2 terms (8 vears) Senate: 2000 GAE
Nebraska 2000 Unicameral: 2 terms (8 years) Senate: 2068 56%
T Assembly: 6 terms (12 yearsy
Nevada 22 Senate: 3 terms (12 years)
. ) House: 4 terms (¥ years)
2 465
Ohio s Senate: 2 terms (¥ yeare) Senate: 2000 B35
Oklahoma 1950 12 year combined total for both houses | State Legislatre: 2004
House: 4 terms (8 years}
ak G2
South Daketa Gia Senate: 2 werms (8 vears}
f992 House: 6 torms (12 years} House: 2004 e
’ Senate: 3 terms (12 vears) Senate: 200 &
AVERAGE % of Vote 67%

[talics Indicate states limited by statute. All others are limited by state constitutional amendment,

* Maine's law is refroactive,

“* Law in Louisiana was passed by the state legislature,

¥ Wyoming's law was originally passed by initiative in 1994, The fegislature a m?&u} the law 1o allow
members of the House to serve 12 years. A referendum 1o return to the ori iginal six- vear House limits
garnered 54% of the vote but failed to get 50% plus one of ali voters o veto the | egislature,

All of the above have gubernatorial limits in addition to 20 other states,

North Dakota and Washingion — in addition to all of the states
ional term limits before the 54 U.S. Supreme

Alaska, Massachuseus, New Hampshire
listed above {exc % ézag Lousiana) — passed federal congres:

Court decision in U.S. Term Limits v. Thornton declared the necessity @f a constitutional amendment o
limit the terms of Congress.

http://www.termlimits.org/content.asp?pl=1
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requirements and threw the law out.

Idaho voters passed term limits on their legislature, statewide officeholders and local officeholders in 1994
by 59% of the vote. In 1998, the legislature placed an "advisory” question on the ballot, asking voters to
reaffirm their support of term limits. Voters did so. In 2001, state and local office holders sued Idaho voters
in a case that made its way to the Idaho Supreme Court, where the court ruled term limits constitutional. In
February 2002, the Idaho Legislature ignored the vote of the people and became the first state in the nation
to repeal their term limits law.

In an effort to block stricter legislative limits, Utah's legislature placed 12-year limits on its members, a law
that was to go into effect in 2006. In March 2003, the legislature repealed their limits. Like, Idaho, Maine,
and Wyoming, Utah is a statute-only state, where voters cannot pass constitutional amendments.

The following state's term limits are consecutive: Arizona, Florida, Louisiana, Maine, Ohio, South Dakota.
The following state’s term limits are lifetime: Arkansas, California, Michigan, Missouri, Nevada and
Oklahoma.

The following state's term limits arc a time-out four years or longer: Colorado, Montana and Wyoming
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