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Student Loan Refinancing 

Student Loan Debt by State 

Debt variations among states are often due to socioeconomic factors, such as a higher 

concentration of health specialists with medical school debt. Note that all student loan 

debt on this page refers to federal student loan debt only; private student loans are not a 

factor. 

D.C. residents are the most likely to have student loan debt among U.S. residents.

Excluding D.C., Maryland borrowers have the highest average student loan debt. 

Aside from D.C. and Maryland, Georgia and Virginia is the only places where the 

average student loan debt exceeds $40,000. 

Georgia residents are the most likely to have student loan debt among State 

residents (excluding DC). 

Hawaiians are the least likely to have student loan debt. 

In the contiguous 48 states, Utah residents are the least likely to have student loan 

debt. 

Borrowers in North Dakota and Puerto Rico have the lowest average student loan 

debt. 

$4.5 billion in student loan debt is in other U.S. territories (excluding Puerto Rico). 

Specific location data is unavailable for 2.34 million borrowers with a total of $68.8 

billion in student debt. 

Federal Student Loan Debt by State, Highest-to-Lowest Average 

State Average Borrower Debt State's Total Debt 

District of Columbia $54,795 $6.4 billion 

Maryland $43,692 $36.4 billion 

Georgia $42,026 $70.1 billion 

Virginia $40,137 $43.4 billion 

Florida $39,262 $105.5 billion 

Illinois $39,055 $62.3 billion 

South Carolina $38,770 $52.2 billion 

North Carolina $38,695 $29.3 billion 

New York $38,690 $94.4 billion 

Delaware $38,683 $4.7 billion 

Vermont $38,404 $5.1 billion 

California $38,168 $148.6 billion 

https://educationdata.org/student-loan-debt-by-state#alaska 
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Additional information on each state is 

available at their website. 




