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SB No 189 

Sponsor Statement 

“An Act extending the termination date of the Alaska Commission on Aging; and 
providing for an effective date.” 

Senate Bill 189 would extend the Alaska Commission on Aging for eight years, un�l 
June 30, 2032, based on the recommenda�ons of the Legisla�ve Budget and Audit 
Commitee. 

Alaska’s senior popula�on is the fastest growing per capita in the United States, 
with the popula�on aged 60 and older growing by 62.3% between the years of 
2010-2021. This dras�c increase in popula�on has come with an increase in the 
number of seniors living below the poverty line as the cost of living has con�nued 
to rise. Addi�onally, Alaska’s senior mortality rate con�nues to score higher than 
the na�onal average in areas such as senior suicide, fatal fall, and alcohol-induced 
deaths. The Alaska Commission on Aging has proved vital in collec�ng data and 
providing solu�ons to the many challenges facing this par�cularly vulnerable and 
important group of Alaskans. 

The recently completed audit found that the Alaska Commission on Aging is serving 
the public’s interest by formula�ng and approving the comprehensive State Plan for 
Senior Services; advoca�ng for older Alaskans; providing educa�on programs; and 
serving as a federally recognized advisory council to sa�sfy the requirement of the 
Older Americans Act, allowing Alaska to receive federal funding through the 
Administra�on on Community Living. 

Senate Bill 189 is supported by the AARP, Access Alaska, Alzheimer’s Resource of 
Alaska, Anchorage Senior Ac�vity Center, Coali�on of Mat-Su Senior Centers, 
Denakkanaaga, Inc., Governor's Council on Disabili�es and Special Educa�on, North 
Star Council on Aging, Senior Ci�zens of Fairbanks, Inc. and many other 
organiza�ons. 

I would respec�ully request your support to extend this vital commission. 


