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March 24, 2023 
 

Senator David Wilson  

Juneau, AK 99801 
 

RE: SB74 and 75 Support 

 
Dear Senator Wilson, 

 

Our nation faces pressing health care challenges not the least of which is an aging population driving 

both higher healthcare need and a shrinking healthcare workforce. 
 

Alaska has the fastest growing senior population in the country and seniors are staying in Alaska, which 

is good for our state. However, the need for healthcare workforce growth to care for us all as we age is 
predicted to continue through the current decade in a state already facing a significant healthcare 

provider shortage. That growing demand includes physical therapy, audiology, and speech pathology 

services. 
 

We can help address the access to care challenges of an aging population and healthcare workforce 

shortage by embracing healthcare multi-state licensing compacts to diminish barriers to recruiting 

licensed providers from other states. To that end, AARP supports SB74 and 75 enabling Alaska to join the 
Physical Therapy Compact and Audiology and Speech Pathology Compact. Thank you for bringing this 

legislation forward and to continue to streamline our healthcare licensing systems to support improved 

access to care. 
 

Respectfully, 

Marge Stoneking 
Advocacy Director, AARP Alaska 
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