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February 14, 2024 

 

 

 

Senator Bjorkman 

State Capitol Room 9 

Juneau AK, 99801 

 

RE: Support for SB171: An Act changing the residency requirements for hunting, trapping, and sport fishing 

privileges; and providing for an effective date. 

 

Senator Bjorkman and members of the Senate Resource Committee, 

The Tanana Chiefs Conference (TCC) writes in support of SB171.  TCC is a tribal consortium made up of 42 

members, including 39 villages and 37 federally recognized tribes. Our region covers an area of 235,000 square 

miles in Interior Alaska. Tanana Chiefs Conference provides a unified voice in advancing sovereign tribal 

governments through the promotion of physical and mental wellness, education, socioeconomic development, 

and culture of the Interior Alaska Native people.  

Tanana Chiefs Conference and our member Tribes have been leading the fight to keep salmon in Alaska 

Rivers.  We feel the loss of our food resource more acutely in our rural communities than many others.  With 

the increased pressure on our limited fish and game resources, it is essential to ensure that those who enjoy the 

lower cost and increased bag limits associated with a resident license are, in fact, full-time residents of the State 

of Alaska. Allowing greater access to fish and game resources for year-round residents of Alaska who invest in 

their communities in all seasons will ensure that individuals and communities who depend most on the resource 

will have access. 

Thank you for your work for Alaskans. 

Sincerely, 

TANANA CHIEFS CONFERENCE 

 

Brian Ridley 

Chief/Chairman 

 



SCI Alaska Chapter
Eagle River, Alaska 99577

Cell (907) 903-8329 Tel: (907) 980-9018
www.aksafariclub.org

January 25, 2024

Alaska Legislature
State Capitol
Juneau, AK 99811-0001

Re: SCI-AK Support for Senate Bill 171 RESIDENCY REQ: HUNTING, TRAPPING, FISHING

Honorable members of the Senate Resources Committee,

The Safari Club International Alaska Chapter supports Senate Bill 171 RESIDENCY REQ: HUNTING, TRAPPING,
FISHING.

Founded in 1971, Safari Club International is the country’s leading hunter rights advocate and additionally promotes
worldwide wildlife conservation. SCI’s approximately 50,000 members and 200 Chapters represent all 50 of the United States
as well as 106 other countries. The Safari Club International Alaska Chapter (SCI-AK) is a 501c4 conservation non-profit
Corporation established in Alaska in 1977. We currently have over 1,150 members. Our mission statement is “First for
Hunters - First for Wildlife.”

The Permanent Fund Dividend (PDF) gets a lot of attention in the political sphere as well as the media; however Alaska’s true
wealth lies in its sustainably managed fish and wildlife resources. Residents of the state get to enjoy reduced license and
permit fees and—more importantly—increased bag limits and access to resident-only hunting opportunities so that they can
fill their freezers to get through the winter months.

This legislation amends Fish and Game residency determination statutes for licensing of sport fishing and hunting to match
the qualifications to receive a PFD payment. SB 171 states that a person may only be absent during that 12‐month period as
allowed under the PFD allowable absence statutes (including college students, medical travel, caring for an ill family
member, serving on active duty in the military, etc.) to qualify as a resident for licensing purposes. If a person is absent from
the state for more than 180 days and does not qualify for an additional allowable absence, they would no longer be considered
a resident for purposes of applying for a resident license. This bill does not prevent non-resident or guided hunters from
purchasing permits. SCI AK supports increased opportunity for resident and subsistence hunters and fully supports this bill.

Thank you for your consideration.

John Sturgeon
SCI Alaska Chapter President
E-mail: president@aksafariclub.org, Cell: (907) 230-0072

Safari Club International Alaska Chapter
First for Hunters - First for Wildlife

mailto:president@aksafariclub.org
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February 9th, 2024 
 
Alaska State Legislators, 
 
The Upper Tanana/Fortymile Fish and Game Advisory Committee held a meeting on February 6, 
2024 and unanimously voted to support HB 201 and SB 171.  We urge you to support this 
legislation. 
 
Our committee represents 6 Upper Tanana communities; Healy Lake, Dot Lake, Tanacross, Tok, 
Tetlin, and Northway. 
 
We feel that the fish and game resources in our state are extremely valuable and should be 
protected, at least to the extent that the PFD is.  
 
Competing with seasonal residents for the more and more limited resources, and then seeing 
them pack them off south with them is wrong. Having to live here at least 6 months of the year to 
qualify for the resident hunting and fishing privileges is, in our opinion, still a low bar to set.  
 
They will still be able to hunt and fish, but would have to do so under the season and bag limits 
and at the cost of non-residents. 
 
We are not sure that anybody can quantify exactly how many people are doing this. We believe, 
based on anecdotal information, that it is a significant number. The number of people that are 
taking advantage of the state of Alaska and its year-round residents right now is irrelevant, if 
even one person is doing it and it is legal to do so, then we believe the law should be changed. 
 
Please move this legislation forward. 
 
Thank you for your attention to this matter. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
Leif Wilson, Chair 
Upper Tanana 40-Mile Fish and Game Advisory Committee 







T h a n k y o u for the o p p o r t u n i t y to tel l m y story.
| w a s o r i g i n a l l y born a n d ra i sed in sou the rn Utah . W h e n | w a s a b o u t 15, a m a n w h o w a s f r i e n d s

wi th m y fa the r at the t i m e a s k e d if he c o u l d t a k e m e t o A l a s k a for t h e s u m m e r . It w a s an

o p p o r t u n i t y o f a l i fet ime f o r me. T h i s m a n b r o u g h t m e t o A l a s k a a n d h a d m e he lp h im bu i ld a

h o u s e . He a l so t o o k me f ish ing a f e w t imes that s u m m e r . | d e v e l o p e da re la t i onsh ip wi th t h i s

m a n a n d | a l so d e v e l o p e d a l o ve for A l a s k a . H e b r o u g h t m e b a c k t o A l a s k a mu l t i p l e S u m m e r s

s ta r t ing t h e s u m m e r o f 2 0 0 0 .

This man makes his living putting on multi-day equestrian events. He holds multiple events
every year. He always offered dinners at the end of every day at these events usually the last
day of an event he will offer Alaskan halibut or salmon. He always made sure to let everybody
know that this was fish that he caught himself.
This man has maintained an Alaska residency for well over 25 years now. Never once has he

spent more than 3 months in the state of Alaska. He has all his vehicles registered in Alaska and
almost none of them have ever even been in the state of Alaska. | no longer associate myself
with this man for many reasons.
I'm not an avid f i s h e r m a n . | d idn ' t know w h a t t h e regu la t i ons a n d ru les w e r e for f i sh ing . | h a v e

n o w l ived ful l t ime on Pr ince o f W a l e s Is land for o v e r 4 y e a r s now. O v e r t h e last 4 years , | h a v e

l e a r n e d a lot a b o u t f i s h i n g a n d hun t i ng .

S e v e r a l y e a r s a g o it f ina l ly d a w n e d on m e w h a t th is m a n w a s d o i n g . H e w a s s p o r t f i sh ing a s a

res iden t a n d he w a s b r i ng ing k ids l ike m e a n d f r i e n d s t o A l a s k a eve ry s ing le s u m m e r t o g o

f ish ing .
| w a s n ' t big in to e a t i n g f ish s o | n e v e r q u e s t i o n e d w h e r e m y f ish w a s go ing . In h inds igh t , | n e v e r

put a s ing le f ish t h a t | c a u g h t o v e r all o f t h o s e y e a r s in m y o w n freezer , it w a s a l w a y s in his.

L o o k i n g b a c k on it, t h i s m a n has h a u l e da lot o f f ish d o w n t o the l o w e r 48 a n d so ld it f o r a prof i t .

This is my personal experience. | have been on both ends in regards to where this man caught
his fish and where he sold it and | have seen it with my own eyes. From what I can tell, he is
definitely not the exception to the rule.
It is clear as day to me now that people and corporations from all over the world are taking
advantage of Alaska?s week regulations.
Alaska ' s r e s o u r c e s a r e be ing p l u n d e r e d v i a loopho les .
l a s k t h a t you ac t o n th is bill a n d t a k e s t e p s t o w a r d s c l o s i n g s o m e o f t h e s e loopho les .

Sincerely Joseph M Johnson.



Hel lo ,

M y n a m e is Kurt W h i t e h e a d . | s ta r t ed w o r k i n g in A l a s k a a sa f l y f i sh ing g u i d e f o r a r e m o t e l o d g e

in Br is to l Bay, J u n e o f 1995 sho r t l y a f te r g r a d u a t i n g f r o m the Un ivers i t y of W y o m i n g .
I m o v e d t o A l a s k a ful l t ime in 2 0 0 0 a n d later to S i t ka in 2 0 0 4 a n d f ina l ly to K l a w o c k in 2008 .

M y wi fe , T r i n a Nat ion , a n d | o w n a n d o p e r a t e T r e a s u r e H u n t e r L o d g e w h i c h o f fe rs ful ly g u i d e d

c h a r t e r f i sh ing t r ips a n d ful ly g u i d e d b l a c k b e a r hun ts . W e h a v e o p e r a t e d o f f the d o c k in t h e

K l a w o c k h a r b o r s i n c e 2007.

l a m a lso the S e c r e t a r y f o r the E a s t P r ince o f W a l e s Adv iso ry , t h e K l a w o c k A d v i s o r y C o m m i t t e e

a n d t h e C r a i g A d v i s o r y C o m m i t t e e .

Senate Bill 171 originally started in the East Prince of Wales Advisory Committee meeting on
Dec. 13, 2018. The East PoW AC represents the communit ies of Kasaan, Whale Pass, Coffman
Cove, Hollis and Thorne Bay.
l a m the on l y ful l t i m e hun t i ng gu ide /ou t t i t t e r t h a t l i ves on P o W s o| f i gu red | be t t e r be invo l ved .

At that December meeting, the roughly 15 members in attendance agreed that the number one
issue on PoW was Seasonal Residents.

At the last S E A K B o a r d o f F ish cyc le , the E a s t P o W

A C s u b m i t t e d p r o p o s a l s t o c h a n g e t h e de f in i t i on of the w o r d ?domici le? a s we l l as a p r o p o s a l t o

i nc rease the r e q u i r e m e n t s t o p u r c h a s e a res iden t h u n t i n g f ish ing , t r a p p i n g l i cense .

T h e B o F c o r r e c t l y ru led that bo th o f t h e s e w o u l d t a k e a s ta tue c h a n g e .

On Feb. 1 and 2, 2023, | flew to Juneau on my own dime and met with 24 different legislators
and/or aides drumming up support for this issue and Senator Bjorkman has graciously
sponsored SB171.

A long the way, | b o u g h t t h e pub l i c l i cense da ta f r o m A D F G o f e v e r y h u n t i n g / f i s h i n g A r a p p i n g /

c o m m e r c i a l l i cense s o w e cou ld c r o s s r e f e r e n c e the S e a s o n a l R e s i d e n t s in o u r c o m m u n i t i e s

that w e t h o u g h t w e r e p u r c h a s i n g res iden t l i censes j u s t so t h e y c o u l d i nc rease the i r ha rves t ,

pa r t i c ipa te in p e r s o n a l use a n d / o r s u b s i s t e n c e f i s h e r i e s a n d in g e n e r a l c h e a t t h e loca l s a n d

sta te out o f its f ish, r e s o u r c e s a n d m o n e y . Wi th th is file, we iden t i f i ed m a n y o f t h e s e ?residents?.

In Ke tch i kan , A K t h e r e are mu l t i p l e ?residents? us ing the s a m e a d d r e s s for t he i r A l a s k a n

?domici le? but it is rea l l y a pr i va te mai l b o x f o r w a r d i n g b u s i n e s s in the P l a z a Mal l .

In Craig, AK one of them shipped 842lbs of frozen fish to his real home in the lower 48 at the
end of a summer. He entertained a steady stream of friends in the process. He has been doing
this for years and we see him on the water nearly every day in the summer.

In the Klawock harbor there is an individual that ?lives? on his boat, has claimed residency for
25+ years and comes up for a few weeks every year with ?friends? to catch as many fish as
possible and return as little as possible back to the community. You have an in depth letter
about him in your files. He is one of many.

Yesterday , | s p o k e w i t h t h e K l a w o c k C i t y A d m i n i s t r a t o r a b o u t S e a s o n a l R e s i d e n t s a n d w e

d i s c u s s e d all the p r o p e r t i e s in town t h a t h a v e the i r ut i l i t ies t u r n e d on on l y d u r i n g t h e s u m m e r .



Many Seasonal Residents also hunt in AK and pay $0 for their l icenses and tags. The state is
missing a windfall of money on license fees and big game locking tag fees as well as missing
federal matching funds of 3 to 1 from both the Dingell-Johnson Sport Fish Restoration Act and
the the Pittman-Robertson Wildlife Restoration Act. Both of these Federal Excise taxes give
money to ADFG and is the largest contributor to the ADFG budget. For example, the $100
annual Sportfishing non-resident license is matched with $300 from the above mentioned
Federal Excise tax so the total is $400 towards ADFG?s budget. PR/DJ funds are ADFG?s main
supplier of their budget.

S e a s o n a l R e s i d e n t s are the m a i n reason A D F G recen t l y p a s s e d regu la t i ons p roh ib i t i ng c r a b b i n g

in f ron t o f the c o m m u n i t i e s o f K l a w o c k a n d W h a l e P a s s dur ing t h e last B o F cyc le a n d a n o t h e r

a r e a wil l b e p r o p o s e d in f r o n t o f T h o r n e B a y at the fu tu re BoF cyc le .

In Coffman Cove, 102 of the 197, that?s 52% of the residents are Seasonal Residents!

Many of them return with a new batch of ?friends? every week and whack and stack fish. Some
of them even launch and haul their entire boat out of the water every single day so the rest of
people on the dock can't see the fish. Who does that? Illegal guides certainly do it.

The definition of illegal guiding is being ?compensated? for your services. This doesn?t mean a

monetary transaction has to take place, but this is often the case.
If t h e ?friend? pays for m o r e t h a n 5 0 % of the food, fuel , bai t , etc. for a tr ip, it is i l legal g u i d i n g .
If t h e ?friend? leaves you a t e n t a f te r t h e hunt , it is i l lega l gu id ing .

If t h e ?friend? bar te rs any th i ng for a f i sh i ng /hun t i ng tr ip, it is i l legal g u i d i n g .

Many Seasonal Residents fall into this category either knowingly or unknowingly.
M a n y of t h e m t r a d e a f i sh ing tr ip f o r a bus iness d e a l i n g or s t r a i gh t u p for c a s h .

Many of the Seasonal Residents also take advantage of the Permanent ID license once they
teach 60 years of age so they are not paying the state a single nickel for their hunt ing/ ishing/
trapping license.

S e a s o n a l R e s i d e n t s t h a t p u r c h a s e n o n - r e s i d e n t l i censes a r e not t h e issue.

N o n - r e s i d e n t c l ients lega l ly hunt ing , t r a p p i n g or f i sh ing w i t h gu ides a r e not t h e issue.

P a s s a g e o f th is bill wi l l m a k e the r e s i d e n c y r e q u i r e m e n t s e a s i e r to c o m p r e h e n d a n d

en fo rce , d e c r e a s e i l legal gu id ing , i nc rease f u n d i n g t o the state, l e a v e m o r e f i s h / g a m e in t h e

wa te r a n d on t h e land for t rue y e a r - r o u n d res iden ts a n d in g e n e r a l , i m p r o v e o u r l ives, o u r

c o m m u n i t i e s a n d o u r s ta te .

Pr ince o f W a l e s a n d all o f A l a s k a s i n c e r e l y a p p r e c i a t e s y o u r he lp o n t h i s i m p o r t a n t issue.

T h a n k y o u v e r y m u c h !

Kurt Whitehead
Treasure Hunter Lodge LLC

Klawock, AK 99925
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