
2018 Session Operating Budget Amendment
Offered In: The House Finance Committee

To: HB 285/HB 286

Offered By: Representative Seaton

Agency: Fish and Game

Appropriation: Wildlife Conservation

Allocation: Wildlife Conservation

Transaction Details
Title: Add one-time increment to reduce the chance of lapsing federal

Pittman-Robertson funding in FY19
Section: Section 1
Type: IncOTI

Line Items
Personal Services: 0.0
Travel: 0.0
Services: 1,000.0
Commodities: 0.0
Capital Outlay: 0.0
Grants: 0.0
Miscellaneous: 0.0

1,000.0

Positions
Permanent Full-Time: 0
Permanent Part-Time: 0
Temporary: 0

Funding
1223 CharterRLF 1,000.0

Explanation
Federal Pittman-Robertson (P/R) Funds are derived from an 11 percent federal excise tax
on sporting arms, ammunition, and archery equipment, and a 10 percent tax on handguns.
These funds are apportioned each year to the states. The funding is to be used for
restoration of wild birds and mammals and to acquire, develop and manage wildlife
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habitats, hunter training programs and the development, operation and maintenance of
public shooting ranges. 

A surge in the sale of firearms and ammunition has significantly increased the amount of
Pittman-Robertson funding allocated to the Division of Wildlife in Alaska's Department of
Fish and Game. Although there is a 3:1 match, given the state's fiscal situation, meeting
this match has been challenging. In fact, the state match shortfall has resulted in Alaska
reverting a total of $3.3 million of P/R funding ($1.9 in FY17 and $1.4 in FY18).  If other
sources of match are not identified or appropriated, another $3.9 million is expected to
revert on September 30, 2018, and another $6 million in FY19. 

The fund source is the Commercial Charter Fisheries Revolving Loan Fund.  The fund has
nearly $5 million in cash, only one $28.1 outstanding loan, projected loan demand of just
$45.0 per year, and a current loan to asset ratio of of 1%.  

This funding will be used to match available Pittman-Robertson Funding in FY19.
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