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U.S. Uniformed Services overview



A Very Short Quiz
• How Many Branches Comprise  the U.S. 

Military?

• Answer  = 5



Five Branches of the U.S. Military



Bonus points quiz
• How many total uniformed services are there?  

(Including  Military and Non-military with 
commissioned officers)

• Hint –More than the 5 in the last slide

• Answer = 7

• (6)  NOAA – National Oceanic Atmospheric 
Administration Commissioned Officer Corps

• (7)  USPHS U.S. Public Health Service

10 U.S. Code § 101 a 5 B &C 

(Defines NOAA and USPHS as Uniformed Services)



#6     National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Adminisatration

• NOAA Corps Commisstioned Officers  
(former U.S. Coast and Geodetic Survey 1807)  
Oldest U.S. Scientific Agency



NOAA COMMISSIONED OFFICERS



Uniformed Service #7  USPHS 

• U.S. Public Health Service Commissioned 
Corps  "An Act for the Relief of Sick and 
Disabled Seamen" in 1798

This created Marine Hospitals

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/An_Act_for_the_relief_of_sick_and_disabled_seamen


U.S. PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICE 
COMMISSIONED OFFICER



Sen. Lisa Murkowski



What defines the U.S. 
Coast Guard as Military?

• Title 14 U.S.Code

• § 1. Establishment of Coast Guard

• The Coast Guard, established January 28, 

1915, shall be a military service and a 

branch of the armed forces of the United 

States at all times.

• 14 U.S. Code § 89 - Law enforcement



U. S. COAST GUARD   
JANUARY 28, 1915

• Revenue Cutter Service      

• U.S. Lifesaving Service

• Combined To form USCG  



1.  Brief Coast Guard History



Navy Disbanded 1785!



Beginning

• Alexander Hamilton

• “System of cutters”

• Revenue Marine and 

Revenue Cutter 

Service

• 4 August 1790

U.S. Constitution 

Ratified June 21, 1788 Alexander Hamilton



Revenue Cutter Service
1 Stat. 175

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Statutes_at_Large
http://legislink.org/us/stat-1-175


1st Ship – Cutter Massachusetts  
March 1791



Naval Act of 1794

Navy becomes operational 1798



Coast Guard (or Revenue  Cutter 
Service) in All Wars

• *Quasi War with France 1797-1801 (XYZ affair)

• War of 1812 (USRC JEFFERSON)

• Seminole Wars 1836-1842

• Mexican War 1846-48

• Civil War

• Spanish American War 1898

• World War I and World War II

• Korea Conflict, Vietnam, Gulf War, Middle East



War of 1812   USRC Jefferson 

Capture of British Schooner 
Patriot



First Civil War Naval Shot 



WWI -- USCGC TAMPA

Sunk Sep. 26, 1918        End of WWI Nov 11, 1918



USCGC TAMPA (WMEC 902)



WWI - Lt. Philip Bentley Eaton



1st USCG Aviation Graduates
NAS Pensacola March 22, 1917



World War II



Douglas A. Munro 
Guadalcanal, Sept. 27, 1942



USCCG MUNRO
MUNRO IN KODIAK



WWII –USCGC CYANE



2.  Alaska Coast Guard History



Alaska Purchase  March 30 1867



U.S. Revenue Cutter Lincoln



The Alaska Purchase Ceremony 
October 18, 1867



1867-1877  Only Aid to Navigation



USRC Wayanda 1868



1877 U.S. Army withdraws from 

Alaska



USRC Corwin 1877 - 1886



1884  Early Aids to Navigation



USRC Bear 1885 – 1929
41 years on Alaska Patrol



“Hell Roaring” Capt Mike Healy 
Captain of Bear USRC 1886





1888 Rescue in the Arctic
Revenue Cutter Bear



USRC BEAR 1891  CAPTAIN HEALY



Reindeer for Alaska 1892-1902 
Captain Healy and Sheldon Jackson



USCGC Healy



USCGC Healy  1/6/2012



Alex Haley



USCGC ALEX HALEY



Rescue in the Arctic 1897



USCGC BEAR



Ellsworth Bertholf

First commandant of the U.S. Coast Guard  1915



USCGC BERTHOLF  2008 -



USRC MANNING         1898 – 1930
• Bering Sea Duty 1900 - 1916



Katmai eruption 1912



Lighthouse Construction 

1902-1932 

• 16 Lighthouses Built

• 11 Still in Use



Unimak Pass



Scotch Cap Lighthouse –Unimak Pass 
Built 1903 – Rebuilt 1940

Destroyed by Tsunami 1946 (Anthony Petit)



USCGC ANTHONY PETIT



SS Mount Mckinley aground near 
Scotch Cap  March 11, 1942



First Navigation Buoy outsiide Sitka -- 1906?
On 14th June 1906, a second class can buoy, 
painted black and numberd 2, was established in 
45 feet of water about 110 feets south-eastward of 
curlew reef, Funter Bay, Alaska



USCGC Storis 1948- 2007 



USCG And Bridges
Title 33 USC



The Alaska Coast Guard Today



Current Navigation Aids

Today there are 1300 Navigation aids maintained by the U.S. Coast Guard



USCG -Unique Branch of Military

• Only Branch Not in Department of Defense

• Treasury Department 1790

• Transportation Department 1967 (Include 
Bridges)

• Homeland Security Department 2002

• Only branch of military allowed to enforce civil 
law  [Posse Comitatus Act of1878]

• Non-DOD budget struggles



Northwest Passage 2017

• USCGC MAPLE completes voyage 8/23/2017

• 60th Anniversary of Coast Guard Cutters Storis, 
Bramble and Spar completing Northwest 
passage voyage.



Coast Guard Flag



Look for the Coast Guard Flag in 
official ceremonies



U.S. Coast Guard Emblem



Remember these three ship colors





USCGC POLAR SEA







USCGC SEBAGO 

Circa 1970 North Atlantic Ocean 
Station Patrol





Byrd and the Bear 1930







Questions?

Resolutions?


