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Redistricting

The redrawing of district boundaries every 10 years is designed to ensure that Congress
and state legislatures are representative. But all too often, redistricting is not used by elected
officials to safeguard electoral fairness, but to manipulate boundaries and stack the deck in
favor of a political party or incumbent candidates.

This is called gerrymandering and it is a big problem in America. Gerrymandering impacts
communities across the country. Underrepresented minority communities are often hit the
hardest when redistricting dilutes their political influence and makes it hard to gain a
foothold in our democracy.

With technology now making it possible to draw maps with highly accurate precision, the
result is a political system where most electoral battles are fought in primaries and elected
officials more and more seem to cater to the partisan extremes that dominate those
contests. It’s no wonder then that citizens are left feeling increasingly that their votes — and
voices — do not matter. 

The Brennan Center supports reforming the redistricting process so that it is independent,
transparent, and ensures that communities are fully and fairly represented in Congress and
the nation’s legislative bodies.

Recent Research

View More Research

Don't Judge a Book by its Cover Alone
Redistricting quiz: Test your knowledge of congressional districts.

November 29, 2017 | Redistricting, Gill v. Whitford: Gerrymandering at the Supreme Court

Annotated Guide to the Whitford Amicus Briefs
Thomas Wolf, Caroline Vorce

In a sure sign of Whitford’s significance, lawmakers, law professors, social
scientists, and civil rights groups have filed more than 45 amicus briefs, which run the
gamut from constitutional theory to cutting-edge social science.
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