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Pennsylvania
State website: Pennsylvania Redistricting
2010-cycle districts: Congress, State Senate, State House  « NEW 

2000-cycle districts: Congress, State Senate, State House
Primary governing law: Pa. Const. art. II, §§ 16-17

 

The Latest

Congress: On December 20, the state legislature passed SB 1249, which was signed on December 22. 
 

State leg.: On October 31, the politican commission responsible for state legislative redistricting released draft
lines for state Senate and House; on December 12, the commission voted 4-1 to approve final lines. On
January 25, the state Supreme Court rejected the plan. The Court held that the 2001 plan should govern 2012
elections, and federal court challenges to that holding were rejected.

 

On June 8, 2012, the politician commission issued final plans for new districts, effective in 2014. Those districts
were challenged; on May 8, 2013, the state Supreme Court rejected those challenges.

Institution

Redistricting political control:

Governor State Senate State House

Congressional lines R 20 D, 30 R 91 D, 112 R

State legislative lines Politician commission with balanced partisan composition

2000 cong. lines R 21 D, 29 R 98 D, 104 R

2000 state lines Politician commission with balanced partisan composition

Pennsylvania's congressional lines are drawn by the state legislature, as a regular statute,
subject to gubernatorial veto. The members of the state House committee responsible for
redistricting are listed here; the members of the state Senate committee are listed here.

Pennsylvania's state legislative lines are drawn by a five-member politician commission, in place
since 1968. Each of the four legislative leaders (majority and minority leader in each legislative
house) may choose one commissioner, and those four commissioners choose a fifth to serve as
chair, who may not hold paid public office. If the first four commissioners cannot agree on a chair
within 45 days, the state Supreme Court will appoint a fifth commissioner to serve as chair. The
current members of the commission -- including a chair appointed by the state Supreme Court --
are listed here. [Pa. Const. art. II, § 17(b)]

The Pennsylvania constitution vests original jurisdiction in the state Supreme Court for review of
state legislative lines in state court. There is no similar provision for congressional lines. [Pa.
Const. art. II, § 17(d), (g)]

Timing

Census data were delivered to Pennsylvania on March 9, 2011.

Pennsylvania state law does not impose a particular deadline for drawing congressional lines,
though candidates must file for congressional primary elections by February 14, 2012. [25 Pa.
Cons. Stat. § 2873(d)] The regular legislative session began on January 4, 2011, and ends
January 4, 2012.

http://www.redistricting.state.pa.us/index.cfm
http://aws.redistricting.state.pa.us/Redistricting/Resources/GISData/Districts/Congressional/2011/PDF/2011-PA-Congressional-Map.pdf
http://www.redistricting.state.pa.us/Resources/GISData/Districts/Legislative/Senate/2011-Revised-Final/PDF/2011-Revised-Final-Plan-Map-Senate.pdf
http://www.redistricting.state.pa.us/Resources/GISData/Districts/Legislative/House/2011-Revised-Final/PDF/2011-Revised-Final-Plan-Map-House.pdf
http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt?open=18&objID=488688&mode=2
http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt?open=18&objID=488677&mode=2
http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt?open=18&objID=488678&mode=2
http://sites.state.pa.us/PA_Constitution.html
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/BillInfo.cfm?syear=2011&sind=0&body=S&type=B&bn=1249
http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt/document/1212772/governor_corbett_signs_10_bills_into_law
http://www.redistricting.state.pa.us/Commission/Commission.cfm
http://aws.redistricting.state.pa.us/Redistricting/Resources/GISData/Districts/Legislative/Senate/2011-Preliminary/PDF/2011-LRC-Preliminary-Plan-Map-Senate.pdf
http://aws.redistricting.state.pa.us/Redistricting/Resources/GISData/Districts/Legislative/House/2011-Preliminary-2011-11-15/PDF/2011-LRC-Preliminary-Plan-Map-House.pdf
http://www.therepublic.com/view/story/d0503bac0ec34d218cace5c8bedf8199/PA-XGR--Legislative-Reapportionment/
http://www.redistricting.state.pa.us/Maps/index.cfm
http://www.pacourts.us/OpPosting/Supreme/out/J-2-12&31-2012pco.pdf
http://www.redistricting.state.pa.us/Maps/index.cfm
http://redistricting.lls.edu/who.php
http://redistricting.lls.edu/who-partyfed.php
http://redistricting.lls.edu/who-partystate.php
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/cteeInfo/cteeInfo.cfm?body=H&cde=36
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/cteeInfo/cteeInfo.cfm?body=S&cde=41
http://redistricting.lls.edu/who.php#politician
http://www.pacourts.us/NR/rdonlyres/841305C3-580C-40F8-AF77-0808FD353A70/0/PASupremeCtAppointsJudgeMcEwenChair_041911.pdf
http://www.redistricting.state.pa.us/Commission/Commission.cfm
http://sites.state.pa.us/PA_Constitution.html
http://sites.state.pa.us/PA_Constitution.html
http://redistricting.lls.edu/when.php
http://www.census.gov/newsroom/releases/archives/2010_census/cb11-cn74.html
http://weblinks.westlaw.com/result/default.aspx?cite=UUID%28NEAE4D1F034-3011DA8A989-F4EECDB8638%29&db=1000262&findtype=VQ&fn=_top&pbc=DA010192&rlt=CLID_FQRLT1840921514214&rp=%2FSearch%2Fdefault.wl&rs=WEBL11.04&service=Find&spa=pac-1000&sr=TC&vr=2.0
http://www.statenet.com/resources/pdf/2011_Legislative_Session_Chart.pdf
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Pennsylvania state law requires that its commission draw initial proposals for state legislative
lines within 90 days of the commissioners' appointment or the approval of Census data,
whichever is later. In 2011, that deadline will be November 15. In the thirty days after draft maps
are produced, any person can file objections to the plan, and the commission has 30 days from
the date of the last objection to approve a final plan. [Pa. Const. art. II, § 17(c)]

Pennsylvania prohibits redrawing state legislative district lines mid-decade, before the next
Census; there is no similar provision pertaining to congressional lines. [Pa. Const. art. II, § 17(e)]

 

Public input

Scheduled hearings for the congressional redistricting process are listed here and here. Hearings
by the commission responsible for state legislative redistricting are listed here.

 

Criteria

Like all states, Pennsylvania must comply with constitutional equal population requirements; for
its state legislative lines, Pennsylvania further asks that districts be drawn that are as "nearly
equal in population as practicable." [Pa. Const. art. II, § 16]

Pennsylvania must also, like all states, abide by section 2 of the Voting Rights Act.

For its state legislative lines, the Pennsylvania constitution further requires that districts be
contiguous and compact, and that they respect county, city, incorporated town, borough,
township, and ward boundaries "unless absolutely necessary." [Pa. Const. art. II, § 16] 

2010-cycle cases

On January 10, 2012, the Pennsylvania Supreme Court consolidated all litigation challenging the
state legislative lines.

Due to the volume of filings, information on the Pennsylvania cases is located on a separate
litigation page, here. 

 

2000 cycle

In the 2000 redistricting cycle, Pennsylvania's legislature passed a congressional plan, which
was signed on January 7, 2002. The plan, with a deviation of 19 persons from largest to smallest
district, was challenged in state and federal court; it was upheld in state court (on partisan
gerrymandering grounds), but struck down in federal court on April 8, 2002, on equal population
grounds. [Erfer v. Pennsylvania, 794 A.2d 325 (Pa. 2002); Vieth v. Pennsylvania, 195 F. Supp. 2d
672 (M.D. Pa. 2002)]

The legislature then passed a new congressional plan, which was signed on April 18, 2002. That
plan was challenged in federal court, and upheld. [Vieth v. Pennsylvania, 241 F. Supp. 2d 478
(M.D. Pa. 2003), aff'd sub nom. Vieth v. Jubelirer, 541 U.S. 267 (2004)]

For state legislative districts, the state's commission passed a state legislative plan on November
19, 2001, which became final on December 28, 2001 after a few technical adjustments. The state
legislative plan was challenged in state court, and upheld. [Albert v. 2001 Legis.
Reapportionment Comm'n, 790 A.2d 989 (Pa. 2002)] 

Other state links

PoliticsPA, The Ins & Outs of the New (2014) House and Senate Lines
 

http://sites.state.pa.us/PA_Constitution.html
http://sites.state.pa.us/PA_Constitution.html
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/cteeInfo/cteeCMS.cfm?body=S&cde=41
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/cteeInfo/cteeCMS.cfm?body=H&cde=36
http://www.redistricting.state.pa.us/Commission/Commission.cfm
http://redistricting.lls.edu/where.php
http://redistricting.lls.edu/where.php#equalpop
http://sites.state.pa.us/PA_Constitution.html
http://redistricting.lls.edu/where.php#section2
http://sites.state.pa.us/PA_Constitution.html
http://redistricting.lls.edu/cases-PA.php#PA
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/bill_history.cfm?syear=2001&body=S&type=B&bn=1200
http://scholar.google.com/scholar_case?case=13375687107520361675
http://scholar.google.com/scholar_case?case=1120968364017945869
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/bill_history.cfm?syear=2001&body=H&type=B&bn=2545
http://scholar.google.com/scholar_case?case=6352648806808369114
http://scholar.google.com/scholar_case?case=16656282825028631654
http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt?open=514&objID=572647&mode=2
http://scholar.google.com/scholar_case?case=9687190862257739989
http://www.politicspa.com/redistricting-the-ins-outs-of-the-new-house-and-senate-lines/49079/
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Congress State legislature  Maps & Data  States    

     Current status      Current status         Alabama      Indiana      Nebraska      South
Carolina

     Timing      Timing         Alaska      Iowa      Nevada      South
Dakota

     Authority      Authority  Litigation       Arizona      Kansas      New
Hampshire      Tennessee

          Institution           Institution         Arkansas      Kentucky      New Jersey      Texas
          Party control           Party control         California      Louisiana      New Mexico      Utah
     Criteria      Criteria  Reform       Colorado      Maine      New York      Vermont
          Connecticut      Maryland      North Carolina      Virginia
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          Florida      Michigan      Ohio      West
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       Georgia      Minnesota      Oklahoma      Wisconsin
Overview of
redistricting   Further

resources       Hawaii      Mississippi      Oregon      Wyoming

Why it matters Redistricting
criteria       My work       Idaho      Missouri      Pennsylvania  

Public engagement Preclearance       Tools       Illinois      Montana      Rhode Island  
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