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DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES

2

Our mission: Develop, Conserve, and maximize 
the use of Alaska’s natural resources consistent 
with the public interest.

What we do: DNR manages all state-owned 
land, water, and natural resources, except for 
fish and game, on behalf of Alaskans.

How we are organized: DNR is comprised of 
seven divisions that reflect its major programs. 



KEY TERMS

Sec. 38.05.965. Definitions (abbreviated)

(14) "navigable water" means any water of the state forming a river, stream, lake… 
sea or ocean, or any other body of water or waterway within the territorial limits 
of the state or subject to its jurisdiction that is navigable in fact in any season, … 
and for any useful public purpose…;

(21) "public water" means navigable water and all other water, whether inland or 
coastal, fresh or salt, that is reasonably suitable for public use and utility, habitat 
for fish and wildlife in which there is a public interest, or migration and spawning 
of fish in which there is a public interest;

(23) "shoreland" means land belonging to the state which is covered by nontidal 
water that is navigable … up to ordinary high water mark …;
(24) "state land" or "land" means all land, including shoreland, tideland, and 
submerged land, or resources belonging to or acquired by the state;
(25) "submerged land" means land covered by tidal water between … mean low 
water and seaward to a distance of three geographical miles …;

(26) "tideland" means land that is periodically covered by tidal water between the 
elevation of mean high water and mean low water;
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DIVISION OF MINING, LAND, AND WATER
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Generally Allowed Uses

• As provided in 11 AAC 96.020

• Travel across state lands

• Aircraft landing

• Use of watercraft

• Anchoring mooring buoy

• Hunting, fishing, trapping, 
gathering

• Recreational gold 
panning/prospecting/suction 
dredging

Permit/Authorization/ 
Approval

• Mineral exploration & mining

• Placer mining

• Temporary water withdrawal

• Commercial recreation 
activities

• Weir

• Floating dock

• Notice of application may be 
provided

Easement & Leases

• Rights-of-way

• Utility easement

• Boat launch

• Aquatic farm site

• Marine access facility 
(commercial dock)

• Public notice required

• Best Interest Finding required

Context: Alaska Constitution, state laws & regulations, DNR area plans, agency policy, past 
precedence, case law



SINGLE-AGENCY REVIEW

Application

Completeness 
review

Consider 
proposed action

Research

Review relevant 
resource data

Review ownership 
and legal data

Determine 
classification

Review relevant 
area or 

management plan

Agency 
Review

Develop maps and 
necessary 

information

Identify 
conditions, 

stipulations, 
mitigation

Conduct 
interagency 
consultation

Consult applicant 
on issues of 

concern

Preliminary 
Decision

Draft preliminary 
decision
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SINGLE-AGENCY REVIEW

Public Notice

Collect public 
input

Prepare Final 
Findings and 

Decision

Consider public 
input

Consult with other 
state agencies on 
substantive issues

Issue Final 
Decision
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Office of 
Project 

Management 
and 

Permitting

Fish & 
Game

Natural 
Resources

Revenue

Environmental 
Conservation

Health 
and Social 

Service

Law

Alaska 
Pollution 
Discharge 

Elimination 
System 
(APDES)

Financial 
Assurance

Waste 
Management 
Permit (WMP)

Fish Habitat 
Permits

Health 
Impact 

Assessment 
(HIA)

Air Permit

Mining Claim

Application 
for Permits to 

Mine in 
Alaska 

(APMA)

Plan of 
Operations 

(POO)

Reclamation & 
Closure Plan

Temporary Water 
Use Authorization 

(TWUA)

Water 
Reservations

Dam Safety 
Certifications

Misc. 
Land Use 

Permit

Land 
Lease

Material 
Site

Scientific 
Collection 

Permits Water Right
Rights-of-way 
& Easements

National Environmental 
Policy Act (NEPA) Process

• Bureau of Land 
Management (BLM)

• Corps of Engineers 
(USACE)

• Forest Service (USFS)
• Environmental 

Protection Agency 
(EPA)

Advisory role

Formal authority

Public Notice Required

Key

Material 
Sale

Camp Permit 
(individual or general)

Cultural 
Resource 

Investigation

Spill Prevention & 
Response (SPAR) 
AuthorizationsCourtesy Public Notice

For public information purposes. More information can be found at
http://dnr.alaska.gov/commis/opmp/

Millsite
Lease



IN SUMMARY
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• DNR manages all state-owned land, water and natural resources, 
except for fish and game, on behalf of the people of Alaska.

• Proposed uses of those resources may be generally allowed, or 
require written authorization from DNR.

• Approvals that diminish state interest must be found to be in the 
best interest of the state and publicly noticed.

• DNR consults other state agencies and grants deference to 
ADF&G on fish and wildlife matters and ADEC on water quality.

• For large projects, OPMP facilitates intergovernmental 
coordination with state, federal, and local government agencies 
to ensure effective communication, less duplication, and greater 
consistency in the permitting processes.
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Questions?


