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STATE OF ALASKA

January 31, 2018

'The Honorable Bryce Edgmon
Speaker of the House

Alaska State Legislature

State Capitol, Room 208
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Dear Speaker Edgmon,

Under the authority of Article III, Section 18, of the Alaska Constitution, I am transmitting a bill
relating to rehabilitation and reentry services for prisonets.

This bill would further the State’s goal of successful rehabilitation of ptisoners by increasing access
to reentry and rehabilitation setvices both online and in their home towns. First, the bill would allow
incatcerated persons to use computets to access reentry services, allowing them to apply for medical
assistance, search for housing, and other setvices they will need post-incarceration. Second, the bill
would authotize the Commissioner of the Department of Cotrections to authorize contracts for
rehabilitation services without going thtough the procurement code.

In many instances, released prisonets wish to return to their home communities to be with family
and friends, have a suppott system, and be in a familiar setting. If that home community lacks
established rehabilitation setvices, the released ptisonet must decide between receiving services and
living in the community most likely to assist in the petson’s teentty to society. By exempting the
Commissioner from the procurement code for reentry and rehabilitation services, a person would be
able to receive needed services in the community most conducive to the person’s recovety.

For a Safer Alaska, I urge yout prompt and favorable action on this measute.
Sincerely,

Bill Walker
Governot

Enclosute



