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The Stampede Road corridor, northwest of Healy and flanked on three sides by the Denali National Park, is a traditional place for many Alaskans to hunt, fish, trap, snowmachine, mush and pursue other recreational opportunities. Home to a growing number of Denali Borough residents and businesses, this is a wild and beautiful place that Alaskans from across the state can easily access. 
This bill would establish the Stampede State Recreation Area in the vacant and unappropriated state land and water within the corridor as described in the bill and attached maps.  The purpose of State Recreation Areas is to manage state-owned land and water in such a way that provides the maximum level of outdoor recreation opportunities without significant adverse effects on the natural system.  The goal of this legislation is to protect the area for continued traditional use.
The Stampede mining trail was trail blazed in the 1930s. In 1961, the new State of Alaska upgraded the trail as part of the Pioneer Road Program. The project was halted in 1963 after some fifty miles of road was built, but no bridges were ever constructed over the several rivers it crossed, and the route was shortly rendered impassable by thawing permafrost and floods. While the road is described as being fifty miles long, only the first few miles are paved, and only the first eight miles are passable by standard car.
SB 108 will preserve the traditional uses of this area by creating the Stampede Recreation Area within the Stampede corridor. Several years ago, former Governor Murkowski proposed to build a road through this area. This planned road was vehemently opposed by borough residents as well as the recreational and traditional user groups who had an interest in keeping things “the way they are.” In an effort to preserve the area for use by residents and visitors, the Denali Borough Assembly passed a resolution calling on the Alaska Legislature to designate the corridor as the Stampede State Recreation Area, with a strong emphasis on self-determination by the residents and users of the area. 

The current use of the area includes off-road and all-terrain vehicle use, watercraft use, snowmobiling, horseback riding, hiking, bicycling, dog sledding, cross-country skiing, skijoring, camping, hunting, fishing, wildlife viewing, and photography.  Recreational users of the area come from the Denali Borough, Fairbanks, Mat-Su and Anchorage.  Tourists and adventurers travel to the area from across the globe.  The area supports several tourism-related businesses including several lodges and a road-touring company that rents all-terrain vehicles for use on the more primitive sections of the road.

This bill is supported by the Denali Borough Assembly (see attached resolution).  Additionally, the bill’s sponsor has hosted several constituent meetings on the proposed legislation.  By and large, the proposed area is supported by local residents and trail users.  The main impetus behind the legislation is to protect the area for continued traditional use.
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