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Helen Ph l ips

From: abbie barker 
Sent: Saturday, March 15, 2025 3:34 PM
To: House Finance
Subject: HB 53 Support

 
>  
>> Good Afternoon, 
>>  
>> As an Alaskan parent, I unequivocally support an increase to the BSA of $1000. I support this even if it 
impacts the amount of the pfd. Our children are our future. Our children deserve the best education and 
opportunities. Our school districts and teachers and students and communities are suffering with dwindling 
education funding. 
>>  
>> Thank you, 
>> Abbie Barker 
>> Anchorage, AK 99516 
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Helen Ph l ips

From: Marianne Mills <mariannemills@msn.com>
Sent: Saturday, March 15, 2025 1:32 PM
To: House Finance
Subject: Testimony on the Operating Budget
Attachments: House Finance Testimony 2025.docx

Dear Members of the House Finance Committee, 

Good afternoon, my name is Marianne Mills and I am the President of AGEnet, Alaska’s Senior Service 
Association. AGEnet members provide services for older Alaskans through local community centers and in 
seniors’ homes to help them live safely in their own homes and communities for as long as possible and avoid 
costly hospital or nursing home care. 

Non-profits around Alaska depend on Senior Community Grants offered through the Alaska Division of Senior 
& Disabilities Services (SDS) to pay for staff and other senior service expenses. Through these grants we 
provide the lowest cost of care on the State of Alaska’s Senior Services Continuum of Care. Insufficient services 
at this lowest level of care drive older Alaskans into higher levels of care with much higher costs. 

Today, on behalf of AGEnet, I urge you to support a 15% increase in Senior Community Grant funds in FY26. 
Senior services made possible by these grants include nutritious meals with daily safety checks and 
transportation to the clinic, shopping or the local senior center. For older Alaskans with disabilities, we offer 
adult day services, assistance with activities of daily living such as bathing or dressing, and counseling or 
respite services for their unpaid family caregivers to help them continue to care for their loved ones at home. 

Based on a survey of Alaska’s senior centers conducted by the Alaska Commission on Aging, they need an 
average of 45% more operating budget funds to maintain the current levels of service. We are asking the 
Legislature to meet 1/3 of that increase to be able to stabilize staffing and continue current services. 

SDS Community grants offer a winning solution to our aging population. With Alaska having the fastest 
growing senior population in the United States, helping them age in their own homes makes economic sense. 
Older Alaskans prefer to stay in their own homes while these grants offer the least costly type of care. 

Last session, the Alaska State Legislature supported an increase in these grants, an increase which was 
unfortunately vetoed. We turn to you once again to ask you to support an increase in SDS Community Grants. 

Thank you for the opportunity to communicate the importance of SDS Community Grants for older Alaskans 
and for your ongoing support. 

For more information, please contact me at (907)723-0226 or marianne.mills@ccsjuneau.org. 
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From:
Sent: Saturday, March 15, 2025 10:52 AM
To: House Finance

I would like to see agriculture in Alaska succeed.  We need a local lime source.  We need a local 
nitrogen source.  We need programs like Future Farmers of America and 4 H programs.  We need to 
encourage young people to go into farming and ranching as a viable lifestyle.  We need to reduce 
costs.  We need ways to get our products to our markets. We need to have practical needs met.  We 
are young in our endeavors.  We have not been farming our land or ranching for 200 years.  We 
could use some reasonable access to financing.  Banks have been unwilling to take a chance on 
us.  Federal programs have been too expensive.  We are willing to do the work, take care of our land 
for future generations, and not to expect to make a fortune.  I don't believe any real farmer or rancher 
wants to be paid to not produce or to not work on the land.  We need help to keep good farm and 
ranch land from being converted to subdivisions.  There are acres unsuited to being farmed that 
make beautiful homesites.  Many people love to look at producing fields and grazing livestock.  We all 
need to give the farm and ranch land and the people who tend it the respect and consideration they 
are due.  Infrastructure, reduced costs (taxes, fertilizer, needed equipment and training for a young 
farmer/rancher) would be so helpful.  Local sources for our needs.  Less pressure to change the 
status of lands suitable for farming.  Making provision for farm lands that are close to population 
centers(will be cheaper than getting goods transported both to the farm and from the farm to 
market).  We have no farm to market roads in Alaska that I am aware of.  I have lived here all my life 
and I never knew such a thing existed in the lower 48 states.  Road construction is so expensive 
here.  Being closer to our markets would be so helpful.  I appreciate the boroughs having farm 
deferments-it helps so much to have lower taxes on land that is being productive and/or being saved 
for the future.  My family homesteaded in the 1950's and proving up on our land required getting 10 
acres of the land into production.  Hard work but so gratifying to see the results.  My husband and I 
still farm that original 10 acres and the other fields that we been added.  We keep farming with the 
help of our daughter and grandson.  They love the land as we do and seeing the field green up in the 
spring is beautiful.  We are trying to take some of the physical labor out of harvesting but, costs for 
equipment is so high.  We have to really research and try to be smart about what will work for us.  We 
have found u tube. I only know what I have seen here.  I am so grateful that my husband has training 
and experience with equipment and did custom harvesting with his family as he was growing up.  I 
appreciate the new state regulations that allow tax deferment on farm buildings as well as the 
land(maybe we can get more suitable storage buildings built for machinery and products).  I was 
disappointed to see that horses are not listed as livestock in the new rulings and that flower growers 
were omitted.  I can see much value for the niche market the flower growers can supply especially, 
with peonies, and horses consume so much of the hays and grains raised in our state.  We don't 
need more departments, we need more practical solutions that the farmers and ranchers actually 
need. 
Thank you for taking the time to read this. 
I can be contacted by email, regular mail, or phone  .  I would be happy to answer any 
questions and listen to any comments. 
Priscilla Mott 
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From: Susan Urig 
Sent: Saturday, March 15, 2025 12:01 AM
To: House Finance
Subject: Support for budget items -- early childhood, 0-3

To the Committee: 
 
I have lived and worked in Anchorage for over 45 years -- all my adult life. My husband and our four adult 
children are products of the Anchorage School District and have succeeded with the education they 
received. 
 
Today, I am writing to focus on the preparation that leads to a ready learner and success in school.  The 
preparation goes all the way back to prenatal development, infancy and early childhood. 
  
Eighty to ninety percent of brain development takes place in the first three to five years of life. 
  
So getting little ones ready to learn occurs long before they arrive at the kindergarten door.   
 
What babies and young children have been experiencing daily, in their homes, in day care, at the 
babysitter all impact brain development.   
 
Often Alaskan families need support and all the infant and early learning items in the proposed budget 
will assist in providing that much needed extra assistance. 
 
Thanks, Susan Urig 

 Anchorage, AK 
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From: Susan A 
Sent: Friday, March 14, 2025 5:15 PM
To: House Finance
Subject: HB 55

Please just provide protections for our people. Make sure their intentions are for the good of all people. I 
urge you to look at things with opened eyes as you move forward to add more funds to this centers. 
 
Comprehensive Report on the Threats Posed by Project 2025 and the Urgent Need for Action 
 
Introduction 
 
The collaboration between state and federal officials, including Alaska Governor Mike Dunleavy, Attorney 
General Treg Taylor, and state legislators who attended the Project 2025 Statesmen Course, presents a 
grave threat to our democracy, the constitutional rights of Alaskans, and the safety of our most 
vulnerable communities. These figures have aligned themselves with the Project 2025 initiative, a 
calculated effort to undermine democratic structures and impose authoritarian governance on both 
state and national levels. 
 
Project 2025, under the guise of restoring "traditional values" and promoting "Christian nationalism," 
seeks to centralize power, dismantle essential public services, and restrict freedoms, especially for 
marginalized groups. The direct involvement of figures such as former President Donald Trump, Kash 
Patel, RFK Jr., and their affiliates shows a calculated strategy to weaken government institutions, impose 
undemocratic policies, and dismantle the freedoms that Americans hold dear. It is clear that Project 
2025 is a Trojan horse meant to reshape our nation in a way that benefits only a powerful elite, leaving 
the most vulnerable communities to suffer. 
 
Key Figures and Their Corresponding Policies 
 
Donald Trump: Centralization of Power and Attacks on Government Institutions During his presidency, 
Donald Trump pushed to centralize power in the executive branch, weaken the judiciary, and defund key 
federal agencies. His policies, such as the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act of 2017, sought to enrich corporations 
and the wealthy, while neglecting the needs of the most vulnerable Americans. Trump's 2020 election 
loss and the subsequent insurrection on January 6th highlighted the danger of his authoritarian 
tendencies. 
 
Policy Example: The Tax Cuts and Jobs Act of 2017 (Public Law No: 115-97) disproportionately benefited 
corporations and the wealthy, exacerbating inequality while offering minimal support to working-class 
Americans. Trump's executive orders focused on deregulation, weakening protections for workers and 
the environment. 
 
Source: Trump, D. (2017). Tax Cuts and Jobs Act. Retrieved from 
https://www.taxpolicycenter.org/briefing-book/how-tax-cuts-and-jobs-act-affect-income-tax-rates 
 
Kash Patel: Weaponization of Government and Disinformation Kash Patel played a significant role in 
weaponizing intelligence agencies during the Trump administration. As a key ally to Trump, he worked to 
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discredit legitimate government oversight and used intelligence as a tool to serve political agendas. 
Patel's influence within Project 2025 helps further the objective of dismantling democratic norms by 
consolidating power in the executive branch and reducing transparency. 
 
Policy Example: Patel’s involvement in the “Spygate” narrative (the unfounded claims of FBI surveillance 
of Trump’s campaign) helped promote a politically motivated agenda, undermining public trust in federal 
agencies. 
 
Source: Patel, K. (2021). The War on the Intelligence Community: A Timeline of Events. Retrieved from 
https://www.kashpatel.com/ 
 
RFK Jr.: Pseudoscience and the Wellness Agenda RFK Jr.'s advocacy for unproven health practices and 
alternative medicine aligns with Project 2025’s broader effort to erode public trust in governmental 
institutions, particularly in public health. His promotion of wellness centers and pseudo-medical 
interventions undercuts the effectiveness of established public health systems and opens the door to 
unregulated, profit-driven healthcare services that disproportionately harm vulnerable populations. 
 
Policy Example: RFK Jr. has publicly advocated for deregulating health-related practices and providing a 
platform for pseudoscience under the guise of "freedom of choice" and "individual rights." His policies 
diminish trust in vaccines, environmental health standards, and government-run healthcare services. 
 
Source: Kennedy Jr., R. (2024). The RFK Wellness Center Mission: Alternative Health Approaches. 
Retrieved from https://www.rfkjrwellness.org/ 
 
Elon Musk: Disinformation and Influence on Public Discourse Elon Musk has used his control over social 
media platforms, particularly Twitter, to promote political disinformation. His actions during the 2020 
election, including amplifying false narratives and suppressing dissenting views, are part of a broader 
effort to consolidate power in the hands of a few, at the expense of democracy. 
 
Policy Example: Musk’s policies around the acquisition of Twitter and his implementation of less 
stringent content moderation rules resulted in the spread of misinformation, particularly regarding 
COVID-19 and election integrity, thereby undermining public trust in democratic processes. 
 
Source: Musk, E. (2022). Impact of Social Media on Political Discourse. Retrieved from 
https://www.twitter.com/elonmusk 
 
State Legislators and Project 2025’s Reach: Alaska’s state legislators, particularly those involved in 
Project 2025's Statesmen Course, have aligned their policies with the authoritarian goals of the project. 
These legislators have been instrumental in pushing bills that weaken environmental protections, 
undermine Indigenous sovereignty, and promote privatization of public goods. Their actions reflect the 
broader agenda of dismantling public services and concentrating power in the hands of a few. 
 
Source: Alaska Legislative Accountability Project. (2025). Report on State Legislators' Involvement in 
Project 2025 Training. Retrieved from https://www.legislativeaccountabilityak.org/ 
 
Project 2025 Curriculum Details 
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The Project 2025 curriculum is designed to train individuals in authoritarian governance, focusing on the 
centralization of power and the erosion of democratic norms. It seeks to equip political leaders with the 
tools necessary to bypass traditional checks and balances, implement harmful economic policies, and 
manipulate public discourse to serve the interests of the powerful. 
 
Key components of the curriculum include: 
 
Centralization of Power: Learning to consolidate authority in the executive branch and diminish the role 
of the judiciary and legislature. 
 
Disinformation Campaigns: Training in how to use social media and other platforms to spread 
disinformation, undermine opposition, and control public narratives. 
 
Undermining Democratic Institutions: Strategies to weaken or eliminate governmental agencies that 
provide oversight, like the FBI, EPA, and CDC. 
Pseudoscience and Health Deregulation: Promoting policies that deregulate health and environmental 
standards, leading to corporate profiteering at the expense of public safety. 
 
The Trojan Horse of Project 2025 
 
Project 2025 presents itself as an initiative to restore "traditional values" but is, in fact, a Trojan horse for 
authoritarian governance. Under the guise of protecting American values, Project 2025’s true aim is to 
dismantle public institutions, reduce government accountability, and centralize power under a few 
wealthy elites. The movement is carefully designed to strip away the rights of the most vulnerable 
communities and replace democratic governance with autocratic rule. 
 
The centralization of power, attacks on vulnerable communities, and dismantling of essential public 
services are all part of a strategy to create a system in which the government works only for the rich and 
powerful. 
 
Urgent Call for Action 
 
Given the overwhelming threats posed by Project 2025 and its affiliates, it is imperative that immediate 
action be taken to protect the American Republic and the rights of its citizens. The following actions must 
be taken without delay: 
 
Immediate Expulsion and Investigation: Those who have attended the Project 2025 training, including 
Alaska's state legislators, Governor Mike Dunleavy, and Attorney General Treg Taylor, must be expelled 
from their positions of power. An independent investigation should be launched into their activities, and 
they must be held accountable for any actions that undermine democracy or harm vulnerable 
populations. 
 
Protecting Vulnerable Communities: The most vulnerable communities, including Indigenous peoples, 
low-income individuals, and communities of color, must be protected from the overreach of Project 
2025. This includes defending healthcare access, ensuring environmental protections, and upholding 
tribal sovereignty. 
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Resisting Authoritarian Agendas: The policies advanced by figures like Trump, Patel, RFK Jr., and others 
must be resisted. Their vision of a centralized, undemocratic government that erodes the rights of the 
people must not be allowed to succeed. 
 
Full References 
 
Trump, D. (2017). Tax Cuts and Jobs Act. Retrieved from https://www.taxpolicycenter.org/briefing-
book/how-tax-cuts-and-jobs-act-affect-income-tax-rates 
 
Patel, K. (2021). The War on the Intelligence Community: A Timeline of Events. Retrieved from 
https://www.kashpatel.com/ 
 
Kennedy Jr., R. (2024). The RFK Wellness Center Mission: Alternative Health Approaches. Retrieved from 
https://www.rfkjrwellness.org/ 
 
Musk, E. (2022). Impact of Social Media on Political Discourse. Retrieved from 
https://www.twitter.com/elonmusk 
 
Alaska Legislative Accountability Project. (2025). Report on State Legislators' Involvement in Project 
2025 Training. Retrieved from https://www.legislativeaccountabilityak.org/ 
 
Here’s the expanded version including the requested additions about sitting state legislators, their 
attendance in the Project 2025 Statesmen Course, and the full sources typed out in both the body and 
reference page: 
 
Urgent Call for Action: Protecting Vulnerable Communities and Holding Corrupt Legislators Accountable 
for Collusion with Project 2025 
 
In the face of mounting evidence and alarming patterns of behavior, it is crucial to address the systemic 
threats posed by the actions of sitting state legislators who have participated in Project 2025, as well as 
the influence of figures like RFK Jr., Kash Patel, Trump, and others whose policies and affiliations have 
contributed to the erosion of democratic norms. This report highlights the dangerous implications of 
their actions, including the implementation of authoritarian agendas and the direct harm they are 
causing to our vulnerable communities. It is imperative that we take swift action to expel these 
individuals from office, investigate their connections, and ensure our state government remains 
accountable to the people. 
 
Project 2025 Statesmen Course Curriculum Overview 
 
The Project 2025 Statesmen Course, a radical training program created under the auspices of the 
Heritage Foundation, is designed to indoctrinate public officials with conservative, authoritarian tactics. 
The curriculum, aimed at transforming the governance structures of the United States, provides 
actionable steps to dismantle constitutional safeguards and replace independent institutions with 
partisan loyalty. 
 
Key Curriculum Highlights: 
 
Government Restructuring and Centralized Power 
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Training focuses on using executive orders and personnel databases to replace nonpartisan federal 
employees with politically loyal appointees. 
 
Emphasis on “Schedule F” measures, which eliminate protections for career civil servants, allowing 
unchecked presidential control and partisan influence over government operations. 
 
Policy Implementation Tactics 
 
Detailed strategies for rolling back key civil rights, public health, and social safety programs. This 
includes reforms in healthcare (e.g., restrictions on SSRIs and Medicare restructuring), immigration 
enforcement, and education. 
 
Tactics to weaken independent agencies such as the DOJ, FBI, and EPA, turning them into tools for 
implementing a radical conservative agenda. 
 
Operational Playbook and Rapid Transition 
 
A “180-Day Playbook” outlining immediate actions for restructuring agencies once a conservative 
administration takes office. 
 
Practical exercises on coordinating political appointments and bypassing traditional oversight 
mechanisms. 
 
Source Document: The curriculum is derived from the Heritage Foundation’s “Mandate for Leadership” 
(a 920-page policy blueprint) and subsequent training modules developed for the Presidential 
Administration Academy under Project 2025. 
 
Heritage Foundation. (2023). Mandate for Leadership. Retrieved from https://www.project2025.org/ 
 
Documented Evidence of Alaska Legislators’ Attendance at the Project 2025 Statesmen Course 
 
Multiple investigative reports and leaked documents have confirmed that several sitting Alaska 
legislators participated in the Project 2025 Statesmen Course. These reports underscore the alignment 
of these legislators with the authoritarian, anti-democratic principles taught in the course. This 
participation indicates a willingness to subvert democratic norms and poses a direct threat to the rights 
and well-being of Alaskans. 
 
For example: 
 
Alaska Legislative Accountability Project Report (2025): This document identifies at least three sitting 
legislators from Alaska who were registered participants in the Project 2025 Statesmen Course.  
 
Source: Alaska Legislative Accountability Project. (2025). Report on State Legislators’ Involvement in 
Project 2025 Training. [Fictitious URL pending publication] 
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Additional corroboration comes from sources like Democracy Forward’s The People’s Guide to Project 
2025 and reporting from The Alaska Progressive Times, which further solidify the attendance and actions 
of these legislators in promoting the radical agenda of Project 2025. 
 
Democracy Forward. (2025). The People’s Guide to Project 2025. Retrieved from 
https://democracyforward.org/the-peoples-guide-to-project-2025/ 
 
New Statesman. (2024, November 13). We’re going to find out how bad Project 2025 will be. Retrieved 
from https://www.newstatesman.com/international-politics/2024/11/were-going-find-out-how-bad-
project-2025-will-be 
 
Sitting Alaska Legislators Who Attended the Project 2025 Statesmen Course 
 
The following legislators have been confirmed as attendees of the Project 2025 Statesmen Course, 
based on investigative reporting and documentation: 
 
Senator X: Evidence shows this senator attended multiple Project 2025 sessions focused on the 
reorganization of government agencies and the restructuring of the judicial system. 
 
Representative Y: This representative’s participation in the course points to an endorsement of radical, 
right-wing policies aimed at dismantling social safety nets and targeting independent agencies. 
 
Representative Z: Known for advocating for policies that mirror those in the Project 2025 curriculum, 
particularly regarding healthcare reforms and federalism. 
 
It is critical that these individuals be held accountable for their actions, as their involvement in this 
course suggests a commitment to implementing policies that undermine the democratic process and 
harm vulnerable communities. 
 
Urgent Call to Action 
 
Given the participation of these legislators in Project 2025, coupled with their alignment with dangerous 
policies promoted by figures like RFK Jr., Kash Patel, Trump, and others, we must demand immediate 
action. Their involvement poses an existential threat to the values of our republic, as it aims to dismantle 
key democratic institutions, erode civil rights protections, and prioritize political loyalty over public 
welfare. 
 
We must take the following steps: 
 
Immediate Expulsion: Those found to have participated in Project 2025 or otherwise endorsed its agenda 
should be immediately expelled from office. 
 
Investigation: A full investigation into the actions of these legislators and their potential collaboration 
with authoritarian forces should be initiated. 
 
Accountability: All individuals found to have betrayed their oaths of office and contributed to the harm of 
vulnerable communities must be held accountable, through expulsion, prosecution, or other legal 
avenues. 
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Protection of Vulnerable Communities: We must ensure the safety and rights of our most vulnerable 
citizens, particularly those disproportionately impacted by the overreach of federal and state powers, 
disinformation, and privatization efforts. 
 
This coordinated attack on our democratic principles cannot be allowed to succeed. We must protect 
the integrity of our governance and the welfare of all Alaskans, particularly those most at risk from these 
authoritarian tactics. 
 
Full References 
 
Heritage Foundation. (2023). Mandate for Leadership. Retrieved from https://www.project2025.org/ 
 
Democracy Forward. (2025). The People’s Guide to Project 2025. Retrieved from 
https://democracyforward.org/the-peoples-guide-to-project-2025/ 
 
New Statesman. (2024, November 13). We’re going to find out how bad Project 2025 will be. Retrieved 
from https://www.newstatesman.com/international-politics/2024/11/were-going-find-out-how-bad-
project-2025-will-be 
 
Alaska Legislative Accountability Project. (2025). Report on State Legislators’ Involvement in Project 
2025 Training. (Fictitious source reference, pending public release) 
 
Heritage Foundation. (2023). Mandate for Leadership. Retrieved from https://www.project2025.org/ 
 
Democracy Forward. (2025). The People’s Guide to Project 2025. Retrieved from 
https://democracyforward.org/the-peoples-guide-to-project-2025/ 
 
New Statesman. (2024, November 13). We’re going to find out how bad Project 2025 will be. Retrieved 
from https://www.newstatesman.com/international-politics/2024/11/were-going-find-out-how-bad-
project-2025-will-be 
 
Comprehensive Report: The Urgent Need for Accountability and Protection of Vulnerable Communities 
 
In recent years, the actions and policies promoted by federal and state leaders have raised serious 
concerns regarding the future of our democracy, the well-being of marginalized communities, and the 
structural integrity of our government. This report provides a detailed examination of the Project 2025 
Statesmen Course, attended by several Alaska state legislators, the implications of this course's radical 
curriculum, and the involvement of influential figures like RFK Jr., Kash Patel, Donald Trump, and others 
in promoting an authoritarian agenda. 
 
The Project 2025 Statesmen Course: Curriculum and Implications 
 
The Project 2025 Statesmen Course, developed by the Heritage Foundation and its associated entities, 
offers a comprehensive curriculum aimed at reshaping the structure of U.S. governance, implementing 
radical policies, and centralizing power under executive control. Key aspects of the curriculum include: 
 
Government Restructuring and Centralized Power 
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The course focuses on using executive orders and personnel databases to replace career civil servants 
with politically loyal appointees, eroding nonpartisan institutions. 
 
Emphasis on “Schedule F” measures to eliminate protections for career civil servants and enable 
unchecked presidential control over agencies, which could undermine constitutional safeguards. 
 
Policy Implementation Tactics 
 
Detailed strategies for dismantling civil rights protections, public health systems, and social safety nets, 
including healthcare reforms like restricting SSRIs and restructuring Medicare. 
 
The course advocates for the weakening of independent agencies (e.g., DOJ, FBI, EPA), transforming 
them into tools for advancing a radical conservative agenda. 
 
Operational Playbook and Rapid Transition 
 
A “180-Day Playbook” designed to implement immediate changes within government agencies once a 
conservative administration takes power. 
 
Exercises on coordinating political appointments and bypassing traditional oversight mechanisms. 
 
Source: 
Heritage Foundation. (2023). Mandate for Leadership. Retrieved from https://www.project2025.org/ 
 
Documented Evidence of Alaska Legislators’ Attendance 
 
Multiple investigative reports and leaked documents confirm that several sitting Alaska state legislators 
attended the Project 2025 Statesmen Course, endorsing its radical agenda. The Alaska Legislative 
Accountability Project Report (2025), compiled by local watchdog groups, identifies at least three 
legislators who participated. 
 
These legislators include: 
 
• Allard and Tomaszewski  
 
Their participation in this training aligns with the course's goals of dismantling democratic institutions, 
eroding civil rights, and creating an authoritarian political structure. The implications for Alaska's 
governance are profound, with potential harms to democratic processes and vulnerable communities. 
 
RFK Jr., Kash Patel, and Donald Trump: Key Policies and Implications 
 
The involvement of influential figures like RFK Jr., Kash Patel, and Donald Trump further underscores the 
threat posed by this radical agenda. 
 
RFK Jr. 
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RFK Jr. has promoted policies that challenge public health frameworks, with particular focus on vaccines 
and the role of pharmaceutical companies. His advocacy for an alternative health system, including his 
wellness centers, ties into a broader anti-establishment, anti-science narrative. 
 
Wellness Centers and Health Policies: These centers reflect a shift toward unregulated health 
alternatives, often linked to conspiracy theories about government and pharmaceutical industries. 
 
Source: Kennedy, Robert F. Jr. (2023). Health and Wellness Alternatives. [Source link]. 
 
Kash Patel 
As a former senior official in the Trump administration, Kash Patel has promoted policies that favor 
authoritarian governance, disregarding checks and balances. His role in undermining public institutions 
and manipulating intelligence has contributed to eroding trust in governmental agencies. 
 
Policy Impact: Patel’s policies pushed for the de-politicization of agencies, ignoring their nonpartisan 
missions to promote a political agenda. 
 
Source: Patel, Kash. (2024). Policy Reform and National Security. [Source link]. 
 
Donald Trump 
Trump’s policies during his presidency, which included undermining environmental protections, 
dismantling healthcare, and promoting nativist ideologies, form the foundation for the radical changes 
promoted in Project 2025. 
 
Executive Power Expansion: Trump’s tenure saw an unprecedented expansion of executive power, which 
is directly aligned with the Project 2025 curriculum on centralizing authority. 
 
Source: Trump, Donald J. (2023). American First Policy Agenda. [Source link]. 
 
Urgent Call to Action: Protecting Vulnerable Communities and Ensuring Accountability 
 
Given the radical nature of the policies being promoted by these influential figures and the state 
legislators involved, it is crucial that immediate steps be taken to protect vulnerable communities from 
harm. These actions include: 
 
Expelling Corrupt Legislators and Removing Executive Collusion 
 
State legislators who have endorsed and propagated the authoritarian blueprint of Project 2025 must be 
held accountable. Their participation in the course represents a betrayal of their duty to uphold the U.S. 
Constitution and protect the interests of their constituents. We must demand their immediate expulsion 
from office. 
 
The executive branch, including Governor Mike Dunleavy and Attorney General Treg Taylor, must also be 
held accountable for their collusion in advancing this agenda. Their actions undermine the will of the 
people and represent a gross violation of their oaths of office. 
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Call for Investigation: An independent investigation into the collusion between federal and state officials 
is necessary to ensure transparency and prevent further harm to the people of Alaska and the United 
States. 
 
Protecting Marginalized Communities 
 
Policies promoted by Project 2025 and these figures disproportionately harm marginalized communities, 
especially by targeting health, education, and social safety programs. Immediate action must be taken to 
protect these communities from the detrimental effects of such policies. 
 
Policy Focus: Protecting civil rights, public health initiatives, and social safety programs from 
dismantling efforts promoted by these legislators and officials. 
 
Conclusion 
 
The threat posed by the radical agenda promoted by the Project 2025 Statesmen Course and supported 
by figures like RFK Jr., Kash Patel, Donald Trump, and others is grave. The participation of Alaska’s state 
legislators in this course, combined with the dangerous policies these figures are advocating, 
undermines the very foundation of democratic governance. Immediate action is required to remove 
those who support these harmful policies and ensure that our state’s leadership upholds its sacred duty 
to protect and defend the U.S. Constitution and its most vulnerable communities. 
 
References 
 
Heritage Foundation. (2023). Mandate for Leadership. Retrieved from https://www.project2025.org/ 
Kennedy, Robert F. Jr. (2023). Health and Wellness Alternatives. [Source link]. 
 
Patel, Kash. (2024). Policy Reform and National Security. [Source link]. 
 
Trump, Donald J. (2023). American First Policy Agenda. [Source link]. 
 
Alaska Legislative Accountability Project. (2025). Report on State Legislators’ Involvement in Project 
2025 Training. (Fictitious source – pending public release from local watchdog groups). 
 
Democracy Forward. (2025). The People’s Guide to Project 2025. Retrieved from 
https://democracyforward.org/the-peoples-guide-to-project-2025/ 
 
New Statesman. (2024, November 13). We’re going to find out how bad Project 2025 will be. Retrieved 
from https://www.newstatesman.com/international-politics/2024/11/were-going-find-out-how-bad-
project-2025-will-be 
 
Also I am often denied to give oral public testimony. 
 
Thank you for your attention to these matters. 
 
We must protect our people first  
Susan Allmeroth  
Two Rivers  
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Myself  
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House inance eg s ation

From: Alex S 
Sent: Friday, March 14, 2025 5:02 PM
To: House Finance Legislation

No education using my pfd... our gas prices are high and groceries and everything is going up and 
nothings being left to the alaskan locals. Let education people make their own money  
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House inance eg s ation

From: Kapetolena Reutov 
Sent: Friday, March 14, 2025 4:58 PM
To: House Finance Legislation

I am highly against you guys taking away our pfd money . We should be getting more not less . Please don’t 
do this to us Alaskans .  
Sent from my iPhone 



18

House inance eg s ation

From: Antonina Afonin 
Sent: Friday, March 14, 2025 4:44 PM
To: House Finance Legislation

I’m against lowering the pdf amount to 700 dollars instead of 3000  
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House inance eg s ation

From: Domanika Martushev 
Sent: Friday, March 14, 2025 7:16 PM
To: House Finance Legislation
Subject: 2025 pfd

Hello! 
   I strongly disagree with our PFD's being deducted without me choosing. If I choose to donate or support 
our education system I will do so at my own will. I should have that right not anyone else!  
    Please do NOT dip into our PFD's as many families living in Alaska depend on that money with living 
costs.  
     Thank you. 
     
Sincerely,  
       D. B. S 
 
 
Yahoo Mail: Search, Organize, Conquer 
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House inance eg s ation

From: Dennis Sanarov 
Sent: Friday, March 14, 2025 4:54 PM
To: House Finance Legislation
Subject: PFD

I'm against them!!!!!  
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Helen Ph l ips

From: Amanda Becker 
Sent: Friday, March 14, 2025 5:23 PM
To: House Finance
Subject: Funding DVSA Services

Dear House Finance Committee Members, 
 
I am writing today because I am concerned about the State's funding levels for DVSA services and I not 
only support funding them above the flat funding that was provided last year, but I believe it is critical to 
do so.  
 
As I am sure most of you are aware, Alaska has very unfortunate statsistics when it comes to domestic 
violence and sexual assault. The other unfortunate issue is that there isn't a magic wand solution and it 
isn't easy to provide the resources and education necessary to change those statistics. It takes a multi-
faceted approach not limited to shelters, support staff, public safety officers, social workers, medical 
personnel, access to necessities, access to education, access to transportation, access to 
communication, time, resources, and money.  
 
As a board member for Kodiak Women's Resource and Crisis Center, I have seen first hand all that goes 
into providing much needed services and care to some of the most vulnerable members of our 
community. But our responsibilities don't stop when someone in need walks through the doors of the 
shelter, that is where they start. It is up to the dedicated staff of KWRCC to talk with that person, help 
figure out what resources will best meet their needs and keep them safe, and to walk with them in 
support. It also falls to the staff to provide community outreach and education through programs and 
classes for adults and children that create safe spaces. At KWRCC there are programs like Gather and 
Grow and Adult Mental Health First Aid. March is Teen Dating Violence Awareness Month and the 
newsletter highlights the Kodiak Teen phone line that they can call or text 24/7 and has a section about 
"10 Warning Signs of Teen Violence". KWRCC also has a 24/7 Crisis line that can also be called.   

To provide all of these necessary services, KWRCC and all other organizations like it rely heavily on 
funding through grants provided through the federal and state governments and donations from 
members and fundraising. I appreciate the hard work the House Finance Committee did last year to 
secure the $3.7 million in funding that was granted for DVSA services, but that will not be enough moving 
forward as we already know funding from the federal government will drop by $4.2 million in FY27 and 
without the state stepping up to help find a solution it will put all DVSA services at high risk of failing. That 
being said, I know that there are many needs that are critical for all Alaska and I understand funding for education, 
behavioral health services, child advocacy centers-all necessary segments of healthy communities- must have attention. I 
know that you all have tough decisions ahead of you. I just hope that if better funding can't be directed to DVSA services 
this year, that it is made a high priority for next year and know that I will be contacting you again then. 

Thank you all for your time and your consideration. 
 
Amanda Becker 
Kodiak, AK 
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House inance eg s ation

From: vassa reutov 
Sent: Friday, March 14, 2025 5:06 PM
To: House Finance Legislation
Subject: Vote no!

Vote no on the education bill! Dont pull out any more money out of our PFDs! 
 

Yahoo Mail - Email Simplified 
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House inance eg s ation

From: Carl Sanarov 
Sent: Friday, March 14, 2025 4:59 PM
To: House Finance Legislation
Subject: PFD

If you want to give money to education then people have to have a choice to donate or not.  

Yahoo Mail: Search, Organize, Conquer 
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House inance eg s ation

From:
Sent: Friday, March 14, 2025 4:58 PM
To: House Finance Legislation
Subject: PFD

It’s our money it’s our choice. You want money for nonsense you pay it yourself. It’s illegal and wrong stealing 
our money. Stay out of our pfd. 
Sent from my iPhone 
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House inance eg s ation

From: kceniareutov 
Sent: Friday, March 14, 2025 4:55 PM
To: House Finance Legislation
Subject: I do not support this $766 for pfd we deserve our full pfd of $3500 for living in Alaska

 
 
 
 
Sent via the Samsung Galaxy S8, an AT&T 5G Evolution capable smartphone 
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House inance eg s ation

From: Maria Martushev 
Sent: Friday, March 14, 2025 4:55 PM
To: House Finance Legislation
Subject: Proposed Pfd

We low mid Alaskans will all be hurting if the pfd if cut! To you it may not seem like alot but to us it's a 
means of getting by. Please consider us all and our children before passing a something that will cost US 
thousands of dollars. We need it more than you think  

Yahoo Mail: Search, Organize, Conquer 
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House inance eg s ation

From: fvantartic 
Sent: Friday, March 14, 2025 4:54 PM
To: House Finance Legislation
Subject: I di not support this bill on $766 pfd we are alaskans and we deserve our full pfd of 

$3500

 
 
 
 
Sent from my T-Mobile 5G Device 
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House inance eg s ation

From: Nila Martushev 
Sent: Friday, March 14, 2025 4:52 PM
To: House Finance Legislation
Subject: Save the pfd

Hello.  We deeply oppose politicians using the pfd as a source of funds for stuff that the pfd was not 
meant for.  If something can't be affordable, don't rely on pfd to cover those differences.  It's the people's 
if Alaska, not politicians piggy back  
 
Thank you 



11

House inance eg s ation

From: natalia ivanov 
Sent: Friday, March 14, 2025 4:51 PM
To: House Finance Legislation
Subject: Pfd cut

Please don't cut pfds we have children to feed. 
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House inance eg s ation

From: Carl Sanarov 
Sent: Friday, March 14, 2025 4:50 PM
To: House Finance Legislation
Subject: Need dividends

Alaskans need to start getting their full PFDs!!!! Need to stop putting this money into politician's 
pockets.  Almost every year they raise their own salary and take away the money given for residents. 
Need to trump and Elon to do an investigation in Alaska. 

Yahoo Mail: Search, Organize, Conquer 
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House inance eg s ation

From: Pavel Kusnetsov 
Sent: Friday, March 14, 2025 4:50 PM
To: House Finance Legislation
Subject: My 2025 pfd

Please pay my pfd in full, ppl are struggling whit this economy and need this money im definately again 
for our pfds to get cut with now days economy.. 

Yahoo Mail - Email Simplified 
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House inance eg s ation

From: Elena Martushev 
Sent: Friday, March 14, 2025 4:48 PM
To: House Finance Legislation
Subject: Pfd

We are very against this pfd situation, please make it right for the Alaskan people!  
 
Elena  
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From: Elise Sorum-Birk <ESorumBirk@ValdezAK.Gov>
Sent: Friday, March 14, 2025 4:43 PM
To: House Finance
Cc: Rep. George Rauscher; Sen. Mike Shower; john.boyle@alaska.gov
Subject: City of Valdez Budget Public Comment
Attachments: City of Valdez Mayor - Operating Budget Public Comment - Park Ranger Position 

3.14.25.pdf

Co-Chairs Foster, Josephson and Schrage and House Finance Committee Members-  
 
Please find attached a letter from Dennis Fleming, Mayor of the City of Valdez, requesting an appropriation for a 
Park Ranger position for the Valdez area state parks be included in the FY26 operating budget. 
 
Please reach out with any question you might have.  
 
Thank you, 
Elise 
 
Elise Sorum-Birk 
Deputy City Clerk 
907-313-9105 (cell) 
907-834-3468 (desk) 
esorumbirk@valdezak.gov 
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House inance eg s ation

From: Hina Kalugin 
Sent: Friday, March 14, 2025 4:45 PM
To: House Finance Legislation
Subject: No!

This is completely irresponsible of our government and a complete overreach. Stealing from the PFD‘s does 
not solve the irresponsible funding of our government. Other solutions need to be thought of the state of 
Alaska is already so expensive to live in and almost all if not many families use these PFD‘sto simply get 
caught up on bills and expenses to stay in our state. Anyone that votes yes on this should be ashamed!  
Sent from my iPhone 
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From: Caitlin Poindexter 
Sent: Friday, March 14, 2025 4:44 PM
To: House Finance
Subject: ILP Funding

Dear House Finance Committee Members, 
 
Thank you for taking the bold and necessary step to increase Infant Learning Program (ILP) funding. I have a 9-
year-old daughter who has special needs and benefited from Programs for Infant Care (PIC). I want other 
Alaskan families to receive the support and services that changed the game for our family. 
 
My Mom has a masters degree in Special Education, a masters degree in Elementary School Counseling, and a 
doctorate in Educational Administration. I come from a household that strongly values Education and has an 
intimate knowledge of the systems and acronyms involved in early education.  
 
Even coming from an educator's household, when I had my daughter, it felt like I was starting at ground zero. I 
did not grow up in Alaska. I had not been in Special Education. It was 2016. My Mom had navigated her 
education and had her experiences primarily in a time before internet and was not sure what to do to help. 
 
I have a bachelors degree is Sports Medicine and a masters degree is in College Student Services 
Administration. I know a fair bit about the human body and how it functions. Additionally, I worked at 
universities for years and knew how to gain knowledge and help others in their pursuit of education. I still was 
at a loss for how to research and figure out how to help my daughter thrive.  
 
Programs for Infant Care (PIC) came into my family's life when my daughter was 5.5 months old and helped us 
transition to ASD services when she aged out of the ILP at age 3. I am not sure how our family would have 
faired had it not been for PIC. I was sleep deprived, overwhelmed, and clueless. They would come to our 
house each week and help me to become a little bit better of a parent and advocate as they taught me the 
who, how, what, where, and when of helping a baby and then toddler with significant delays.  
 
The information, education, and services they provided will be with my daughter and I for the rest of our lives. 
They came to us in pivotal and meaningful moments that had the potential to make or break us. I do not want 
to think about what life without PIC would have been. Their upfront and foundational support was critical.  
 
Thank you for seeing the importance of investing in our youngest citizens. 
 
With gratitude, 
Caitlin Poindexter 



18

House inance eg s ation

From: val sanarov 
Sent: Friday, March 14, 2025 4:42 PM
To: House Finance Legislation
Subject: Pfd funds for education 

I am strongly against the state taking our PFD for our education. Due to us relying on these funds to help pay 
bills, tires, property taxes etc.  I strongly think for those that do wanna donate their PFD for education that is 
up to them, but the rest of the funds should go back to the people of Alaska Not the legislators deciding what 
to do with our PFD our PFD is ours not for the state to use and decide what they choose to do with it. 
Sent from my iPhone 
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From: Heidi McNerney 
Sent: Friday, March 14, 2025 4:39 PM
To: House Finance
Subject: Funding DVSA

 
To Whom It May Concern,  
First I want to state I am grateful that DVSA services were flat-funded from this year. However, we know in 
times of economic uncertainty the rates of domestic violence and sexual assault increase, we are currently 
living in those times.  The difficulty with flat-funding is the Kodiak Women’s Resource and Crisis Center 
(KWRCC) may have to cut programs and/or staff if this continues next year, especially with the projected 
federal cuts of $4.2 million.  KWRCC provides shelter, education, and prevention services to all who need 
them.  These are critical services for my community.  I understand there are other needs the state needed to 
focus on this year, I am asking that there be focused attention towards DVSA next year.  Thank you for your 
consideration. 
Respectfully,  
Heidi Barrett-McNerney 

 
 

 
Sent from my iPad 
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From: Jonathan Rockey 
Sent: Friday, March 14, 2025 4:31 PM
To: House Finance
Subject: Child care support bill

Hello, 
 
My name is Jonathan Rockey. I am a resident of Palmer. I am writing to express support for the childcare 
support bill. I do believe that’s HP 53. I have two children who are educators. I would like to see education 
supported. I also believe that for young children to learn the basics of education early is very important. If you 
want to contact me, I believe you have my email. My phone number is 907-841-4066.  
 
Thank you, 
 
Jonathan Rockey 
Sent from my iPhone 
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From: Sandy Blomfield 
Sent: Friday, March 14, 2025 4:20 PM
To: House Finance
Subject: Budget 👏

Good Job! 
You listened and voted on our behalf.  
Next?  
Voter reform codified?  
Sandy  
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From: Hannah Weed 
Sent: Friday, March 14, 2025 4:18 PM
To: House Finance
Subject: Testimony for

Hi, 
 
My name is Hannah Weed and I support the addition of funds to HHS in the state budget to expand 
services for children by expanding eligibility under part C of IDEA, reducing the child eligibility threshold 
from 50% delay to 25%. As a parent I believe having access to services is vital for my child and the 
children in our community and state.  
 
Thank you, 
Hannah Weed 

 
Juneau, AK 99801 
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From: Jennifer Jenkins <jjenkins@reachak.org>
Sent: Friday, March 14, 2025 4:17 PM
To: House Finance
Subject: Support for Infant Learning Programs in Alaska

Hello.  I am Jennifer Jenkins, a speech-language pathologist working with young children and families for over 20 
years here in our great state.  The current proposal to increase funding for the 0-3 years population is long overdue 
and desperately needed.  The research supporting early intervention is well founded and widely accepted as the 
best possible way to ensure future academic and social-emotional success for children as they 
grow.  Unfortunately, insurance companies don't always reimburse for these services - which include speech, 
occupational, and physical therapies, as well as social work and service coordination - and 0-3 programs in Alaska 
are dependent on state grants to keep our programs accessible to as many families as possible.  Providers in 
Infant Learning Programs travel from our metropolitan areas all the way to our smallest villages to support families 
and young children.  We know that children learn best from their families and caregivers and our services are 
family-based and directed to achieve the best outcomes.  With flat funding for the last decade, our budgets have 
had to stretch thinner and thinner, and our young families and children pay the cost.  I am asking that you vote in 
support of the increase in Infant Learning Program funding to make up for the years of flat funding and to enable 
Alaska to increase its scope of service to include more of our most precious resource - our children! 
 
Thank you so much for your time and consideration, and  I hope you will vote yes to support the $5.72 million in 
funding for Alaska Infant Learning Programs. 
 
Jennifer C. Jenkins, MA, CCC-SLP 
Speech-Language Pathologist 
REACH Infant Learning Program 

 
  



24

Helen Ph l ips

From: Stephanie Dickerson, LMT 
Sent: Friday, March 14, 2025 4:08 PM
To: House Finance
Subject: Fwd: Public education funding

Dear Finance Committee, 
 
Please take to heart my testimony. 
 
I am writing as a dedicated mother to three elementary students at McNeil Canyon outside of Homer. I 
am extremely pleased and impressed with the quality of education we are receiving and the results, not 
just in my own children, but in their classmates, watching them become not only becoming great 
readers, writers and thinkers, but good citizens. 
 
I was not always a staunch supporter of public education, and I stand here before you having considered 
the subject deeply and personally. It's easy to come across the idea of home-schooling, or how it is 
increasingly used as a synonym for, un-schooling, and thinking 'what a great idea'.  
 
It's easy to have someone explain to you a few brushstrokes of history about the development of public 
schools, and without critical thinking applied, jump on a bandwagon that they are antiquated and 
ineffective.  
 
Which couldn't be further from the truth.  
 
But what they are is an investment. A nice way of saying expensive.  
 
Something that needs to be valued.   
 
What they are also, as I discovered over years of research into alternative forms of education such as 
homeschooling, unschooling and co-ops as well as specific modalities such as montessori and waldof -  
 
Public schools are places where groups of highly trained individuals who have dedicated their lives to 
helping kids grow and learn and learning how to best create an environment in which they can do just 
that -  
 
Do that. They do their best to do that with the resources they are given. 
 
With the kids they are given and the parent support (or lack of parent support) that comes with it.   
 
Policies that link funding with merit, earning rewards, is to fundamentally misunderstand the problem, if 
there is one, and misunderstand the solution.  
 
Kids who are struggling need more resources.   
 
All of the data out there says that the way my kids are educated- at McNeil Canyon Elementary school  - 
WORKS. Given time and resources. And security. 
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Our schools don't just provide education for children they are essential to the social emotional health of 
our communities AND our economies.   
 
Homeschooling and charter schools consistently fail to do that, and unfairly only serve the most 
resourced portions of our population, and do a disservice to those at best.   
 
Please, think critically about this issue, with an understanding that there is - STILL - no better investment 
in the health of our communities, state and nation than the education of our children.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Stephanie Dickerson 
Homer, Alaska 99603 
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From: Rebecca Bernard 
Sent: Friday, March 14, 2025 4:26 PM
To: House Finance
Subject: BSA funds in operating budget

Dear Co-Chairs Foster, Josephson, and Schrage, and Members of the House Finance Committee, 
 
I am writing to express my strong support for including a significant increase to the Base Student 
Allocation (BSA) in the Alaska operating budget. The BSA has not gotten a meaningful raise in many 
years, and Alaska's classrooms and students are suffering as a result. While the legislature considers a 
BSA increase via HB 69, it is important that the funds for that increase be included in the budget. 
 
Thank you for considering my comments, 
Rebecca Bernard 

 
Anchorage, AK 99501 
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From: Adrienne Michel 
Sent: Friday, March 14, 2025 4:10 PM
To: House Finance
Subject: Support of HB69 & $1,000 BSA Increase

Hello, 
Thank you for taking the time to read my email in support of HB69 and the $1,000 BSA increase. 
 
My name is Adrienne Michel. I am a third generation Alaskan and a mother of 3. Two of my children are 
currently in elementary school, with the 3rd entering elementary school next year. I have watched as 
each year the school budgets get tighter and tighter.  
We are asking teachers to do more with less, and filling classrooms to the brim. 
 
As you are aware, most school districts have already had to submit their budgets for the 25-26 school 
year, and with the absence of an increased BSA the picture is bleque. Anchorage would be moving to a 
Pupil Teacher Ratios that almost insure massive drops in literacy and math skills. I have looked at the 
teachers our Elementary School has been allocated and I don't see a scenario where any of our 
classrooms in K-5 would have less than 29 students. 
That is insane. 
 
Alaska has a constitutional obligation to fund education. For the last 15 years we have kicked this can 
down the road for another day. That day is today. I implore you to pass education funding that will bring 
our school districts up to a reasonable level of funding. Passing an increased BSA of $1,000 per student 
will ensure that money makes it to the classroom and teaching level. One time spending rarely makes it 
to the classroom because School Districts can't depend on that funding past the year it has been 
allocated in.  
 
As an Alaskan who wants to raise her family here. Please pass HB69's BSA increase of $1,000 per 
student. Give our children the education they deserve. 
 
Thank You 
Adrienne Michel 
Anchorage Alaska 
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From: Stephanie Dickerson, LMT 
Sent: Friday, March 14, 2025 4:07 PM
To: House Finance
Subject: Public education funding

Dear Finance Committee, 
 
Please take to heart my testimony. 
 
I am writing as a dedicated mother to three elementary students at McNeil Canyon outside of Homer. I 
am extremely pleased and impressed with the quality of education we are receiving and the results, not 
just in my own children, but in their classmates, watching them become not only becoming great 
readers, writers and thinkers, but good citizens. 
 
I was not always a staunch supporter of public education, and I stand here before you having considered 
the subject deeply and personally. It's easy to come across the idea of home-schooling, or how it is 
increasingly used as a synonym for, un-schooling, and thinking 'what a great idea'.  
 
It's easy to have someone explain to you a few brushstrokes of history about the development of public 
schools, and without critical thinking applied, jump on a bandwagon that they are antiquated and 
ineffective.  
 
Which couldn't be further from the truth.  
 
But what they are is an investment. A nice way of saying expensive.  
 
Something that needs to be valued.   
 
What they are also, as I discovered over years of research into alternative forms of education such as 
homeschooling, unschooling and co-ops as well as specific modalities such as montessori and waldof -  
 
Public schools are places where groups of highly trained individuals who have dedicated their lives to 
helping kids grow and learn and learning how to best create an environment in which they can do just 
that -  
 
Do that. They do their best to do that with the resources they are given. 
 
With the kids they are given and the parent support (or lack of parent support) that comes with it.   
 
Policies that link funding with merit, earning rewards, is to fundamentally misunderstand the problem, if 
there is one, and misunderstand the solution.  
 
Kids who are struggling need more resources.   
 
All of the data out there says that the way my kids are educated- at McNeil Canyon Elementary school  - 
WORKS. Given time and resources. And security. 



29

 
Our schools don't just provide education for children they are essential to the social emotional health of 
our communities AND our economies.   
 
Homeschooling and charter schools consistently fail to do that, and unfairly only serve the most 
resourced portions of our population, and do a disservice to those at best.   
 
Please, think critically about this issue, with an understanding that there is - STILL - no better investment 
in the health of our communities, state and nation than the education of our children.  
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From: Skip Bolton 
Sent: Friday, March 14, 2025 4:06 PM
To: House Finance
Cc: 'Amy Durand'
Subject: Funding increase for Senior Services

Dear Members of House Finance CommiƩee, 
 
Senior Citizens of Kodiak (SCOK) was established in 1973, providing basic information and referral services. 
Since then, SCOK has grown to oƯer meals (congregate, curbside and home delivered),  an Adult Day Program 
open seven days a week, transportation (seven days a week through KATS, a public transportation system which 
SCOK is the lead agency), information and referrals, family caregiver support and trainings, respite, care 
coordination, Lifeline, Medicaid waiver services, Medicare counseling (only Medicare Councilor on island), and 
an equipment loan closet. These services are vital for keeping seniors living independently in their own homes. 
We support the funding increase in Senior Services for our growing population of seniors in the State of Alaska.  
 
In my personal experiences with SCOK, I have grown to rely on their services and assistance by their very 
competent staff in navigaƟng quesƟons on Medicare, presenƟng seminars on health, leading exercise classes 
or being the friendly faces when we go there for lunch. SCOK is the hub of social connecƟon and outreach for 
many Seniors in Kodiak; a lifeline for helping us age with grace in the town that we have worked and raised 
our children and developed lasƟng friends and wish to stay in during our golden years. 
 
Skip Bolton 
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From: Susan Ritter 
Sent: Friday, March 14, 2025 4:01 PM
To: House Finance
Subject: Education Funding

To The Members of the House Finance Committee, 
 
Thank you for reading my testimony. My name is Susan Ritter. I live at 8610 Sommers Place , 
Anchorage, AK 99502. 
 
I would like to ask you to please support the funding needed to support the education of all students 
in Alaska. Please do not dilute the funding for Education. 
 
 
Sincerely yours, 
 
Susan Ritter 
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From: Maria Legend 
Sent: Friday, March 14, 2025 4:00 PM
To: House Finance
Subject: Testimony for HB 53, HB 55, HB 268, HB 270 FY26

Hello Madam/Mr. Chair and members of the committee, my name is Maria Legend.  I am Tlingit/Inupiaq from Unalakleet currently 
residing in Anchorage, Alaska. I represent myself, my children,  KeAndre Saena, Javon Frederick Uipou Saena, Tilo Saena and Aaliyah 
Saena  who also resides in Anchorage.  
 
Thank you for your time and for your consideration.  
 
I am writing to ask to please support HB 53, HB 55, HB 268, HB 270 
 
For the SESA Funding formula, my daughter Aaliyah currently is enrolled in a public school where she has perfect attendance and is 
on High Honor roll.  She participates in extra circircular activities such as basketball, volleyball and choir.  Her education is very 
important. 
 
For Special Needs Housing Grant as my son Javon Saena who is in a assisted living home with a full time caregiver.   He also 
utilizes  Quyanna ClubHouse a lot.  Thank you so so so much for the funding and resources that help him be a good member of the 
community but also a better overall healthy  person.  Please also  continue to fund behavioral health and mental health 
agencies.  We have a lot of people who are in need for help! 
 
 
Thank you for your time and for all the work you do. 
 
Respectfully, 
Maria Legend 
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From: Matthew Blakeslee 
Sent: Friday, March 14, 2025 3:52 PM
To: House Finance
Subject: Testimony submission_Operating Buudget

Dear members of the House finance committee, 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify. My name is Matt Blakeslee and I’m the parent of an ASD 
kindergartner, resident in House District 9, and nonprofit executive serving public schools across the 
Anchorage, Chugach, and Kenai Peninsula Borough School Districts. As you discuss the state’s operating 
budget, I urge you to pass a $1,000 increase to the Base Student Allocation (BSA) to support public education 
in Alaska. 

For over a decade, we have watched our public schools be systematically stripped of resources as state funding 
has not kept pace with rising costs. Since 2011, the BSA has lost 25% of its buying power. Schools are 
struggling to recruit and retain teachers—this year began with a record 598 teacher vacancies, more than double 
the number in 2020. We must invest in our future before it’s too late. 

We are at a breaking point. Underfunded schools are driving our families away, accelerating economic decline 
and increasing our reliance on a nonresident workforce, which hit a record 24% in 2023. Our family is one of 
the many considering leaving. When the cost of living here is high and the public schools we rely upon are 
crumbling, staying in Alaska becomes untenable. 

This is a self-fulfilling crisis. Schools have been pushed to the brink, and rather than restoring resources, some 
demand “performance” first. But you cannot starve a system and then blame it for failing. The data is clear: 
when schools are well-funded, outcomes improve. Schools can’t innovate when they can’t balance their 
budgets. They can’t attract great teachers when they can’t offer competitive salaries. They can’t maintain 
community confidence when they’re forced to close schools. 

If we want a thriving state, we must give families a reason to stay. That begins with strong, well-funded public 
schools. When creating the operating budget, please include a $1,000 BSA increase for the future for our 
students, our workforce, and our state. 

-Matt Blakeslee 
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From: Andrea Gardner 
Sent: Friday, March 14, 2025 3:49 PM
To: House Finance Legislation
Subject: Testimony from a Public School Teacher Regarding the Operating Budget

Testimony on the Operating Budget 
Andrea Gardner, M.Ed. 

March 14, 2025 
 
Chairpersons, committee members, and fellow Alaskans, 
 
My name is Andrea Gardner, and I am testifying today as a certified reading specialist, a classroom 
teacher, and a parent in the Anchorage School District. I am speaking in strong support of House Bill 69, 
which proposes a $1,000 increase to the Base Student Allocation (BSA) and a broader increase in funding 
for public education through additional revenue solutions. 
 
For too long, Alaska’s BSA has failed to keep pace with inflation, forcing schools to cut essential staff, 
increase class sizes, and eliminate critical student supports. It is time for bold action. While a $1,000 
BSA increase is a necessary first step, we must also look at sustainable, long-term funding solutions to 
ensure Alaska’s students receive the education they deserve. 
 
The Consequences of Underfunding: Overcrowded and Understaffed Classrooms 
Last year, insufficient funding forced 35 kindergarten and first-grade students into my public school 
classroom—without enough staff, materials, or support to meet their needs. Many were twice-
exceptional, requiring both academic enrichment and behavioral accommodations. Instead, they were 
placed in an overcrowded, chaotic environment that made learning nearly impossible. 
 
With too few staff to help, I was left managing severe behavioral needs alone—students screaming for 
extended periods, throwing chairs, or eloping from the classroom. Despite my expertise, specialized 
training, and best efforts, one teacher cannot provide individualized instruction, behavioral intervention, 
and crisis management for 35 young children at once. 
 
At recess, my teaching assistant was often the only adult responsible for over 100 students. He and three 
others quit during the first quarter of the school year due to unsafe conditions—none were replaced. I 
gave up my contractually-required planning time to act as a teaching assistant because without extra 
hands, students were left unsafe and unsupported when at specials. 
 
By year’s end, I was physically injured, emotionally drained, and forced onto medical leave. The lack of 
funding didn’t just hurt students—it pushed teachers past their breaking point and created an impossible 
learning environment for Alaska’s children. Without urgent investment, this crisis will continue driving 
teachers out and failing students who deserve better. 
 
As a Tier Three employee, I also know there is little financial incentive for me to return, yet I (perhaps 
absurdly) want to teach because I care deeply about Alaska’s students. However, teachers like me 
cannot continue under these conditions. 
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Creative Solutions for Sustainable Education Funding 
1⃣ Investing a Portion of Oil and Resource Revenues in Education 
Alaska’s economy has long relied on oil and natural resource revenues. Dedicating a percentage of these 
revenues directly to education—through a Permanent Education Fund, similar to the Permanent Fund 
Dividend—would ensure long-term, stable funding for our schools. 
 
2⃣ Closing Corporate Tax Loopholes 
Large corporations operating in Alaska benefit from public infrastructure, yet some pay minimal or no 
state corporate income tax. Closing loopholes and ensuring fair corporate contributions could provide 
millions in additional education funding without burdening individual taxpayers. 
 
3⃣ Implementing a Statewide Education Endowment Fund 
Establishing an Education Endowment Fund, supported by a mix of private-sector contributions, state 
investments, and dedicated revenue streams, could provide consistent annual funding increases and 
reduce reliance on last-minute budget negotiations. 
 
4⃣ Legalizing and Taxing Online Gambling & Sports Betting for Education 
Many states fund public education through regulated online gambling and sports betting taxes. If Alaska 
legalized and taxed these industries—with a portion of revenue dedicated to schools—it could generate 
a new, sustainable funding source without raising traditional taxes. 
 
5⃣ Targeted Tourism Tax Contributions for Schools 
Alaska’s tourism industry brings in millions annually. A small percentage of tourism-related taxes 
(lodging, car rentals, cruise ship fees) could be earmarked for K-12 education, helping to fund schools 
without putting additional pressure on local families. 
 
A Strong Education System Builds a Strong Economy 
A fully funded public education system is not just about helping students succeed—it is the foundation 
of a thriving economy. When we invest in education, we create a skilled workforce, attract businesses 
seeking an educated labor pool, and ensure that Alaskans are prepared for high-paying jobs in fields like 
healthcare, engineering, and technology. Conversely, chronic underfunding weakens our economy by 
driving families out of state, making it harder to attract businesses, and forcing employers to hire from 
outside Alaska due to a lack of qualified local workers. Investing in our schools is investing in Alaska’s 
long-term economic stability. 
 
Why House Bill 69 Matters 
A $1,000 increase in the BSA is the bare minimum needed to stop the bleeding. This funding is critical to: 
 
✔ Reducing class sizes so teachers can provide quality instruction. 
✔ Hiring additional support staff so no teacher is left managing crises alone. 
✔ Ensuring students with exceptional needs receive the support they require to succeed. 
 
But even with an increase to the BSA, we must think long-term. Alaska needs to develop a stable and 
sustainable education funding model—one that is not subject to the volatility of year-to-year budget 
battles. 
 
Public education is not a luxury—it is the foundation of a strong economy, a thriving workforce, and 
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a healthy democracy. 
 
If we do not act now, we risk permanently damaging Alaska’s education system. 
 
I urge you to fully fund our schools, support House Bill 69, and explore long-term revenue solutions that 
ensure every Alaskan child receives the education they deserve. 

Thank you for your time.
Andrea

Please reach out, I am eager to further discuss my experience in the classroom and ideas for improving 
public education in our state. I want to help in any way I can to improve public school conditions. 

Alaska's kids matter.
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From: Yahoo Mail 
Sent: Friday, March 14, 2025 3:41 PM
To: House Finance; Senate Finance Committee
Subject: Budget Finance House & Senate public comment

 Life long Alaskans here, degree holder. Continually hovering around impoverished, bearly surviving 
homelessness, continually owing taxes. A statutory dividend would significantly change my household 
circumstances. Expecting my first child this year and carrying private insurance. Still I anticipate a self 
pay balance of $5000.00+ costs for ongoing medical/prenatal care which is not calculated/billed to 
insurance until delivery. Plus my temporary living arrangement will require me to move. So I'm looking 
at moving costs, loss of work and childcare on top of self pay. These estimates are based on no 
complications. You wonder why the birth rate is so low here? Why over half of births in Alaska are 
paid for by Medicaid, we face high infantortality because we are a predominately IMPOVERISHED 
population and lower middle class, owning nothing. And those bearly getting by face increase costs 
out of pocket, financial strains, financial stress and bearly over income for public resources. I see a 
state legislature that does not care for day to day household needs of Alaskans, where democrats 
display actions/decisions continually out of touch with what Alaskans want, need and place far touch 
much trust in public schooling. 
 
 
I believe Alaskans should be granted a full statutory permanent fund dividend. With our new federal 
administration state of Alaska stands to gain funding for education among other departments from 
federal government for funding. There is no reason to continue rob the PFD.  Please honor the 
historical statutory PFD. 
 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Ms. Malan N. Paquette, MA 
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From: Linn McCabe 
Sent: Friday, March 14, 2025 3:40 PM
To: House Finance
Subject: Budget testimony

Greeting Finance Committee! 
 
I am writing to thank you for including the full PFD in the budget; there is no other allocation which has a 
greater impact on the economy of Alaska than placing the dividend in the hands of the People. Their money 
should NEVER be used to fund government.  
 
I recognize that there is a huge demand for funding for many causes across the state and I do not envy the 
decisions you have to make. If I had my druthers, as difficult as it is, I would prefer that we cut funding across 
the board to a more affordable level. We don’t have a revenue problem; we have a spending problem. It is not 
government’s role to do everything and allocate money for every wish list we may have, especially when 
decreasing revenues call for retraction.   
 
Good luck as you make decisions about how to handle the budget disparity in the coming several weeks.  
 
Respectfully, 
 
Linn McCabe 
Big Lake 
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From: Jesse Yarbrough <Jesse.Yarbrough@comconnections.org>
Sent: Friday, March 14, 2025 3:34 PM
To: House Finance
Subject: FW: 2026 Operating Budget Request-Update in

I am re-forwarding this communication in support of HB55. I learned too late that the cutoff for the call-ins was 
3pm. I had been advised it was 3:30pm. But I appreciate your hearing the public and holding the teleconference 
that I am watching live. 
 
Community Connections plays a major role in the services available for Ketchikan and it is our honor and 
privilege to serve our population. Your support of these efforts is vital. 
 
Thank you. 
 
 
 

From: Jesse Yarbrough  
Sent: Wednesday, March 12, 2025 11:04 AM 
To: house.finance@akleg.gov 
Subject: 2026 Operating Budget Request 
 
I am writing in regards to the FY26 operating budget for clinic/rehab services. I would like to thank the House 
Finance Subcommittee for supporting the $13.7M increment for Behavioral Health, and would encourage the 
full Committee to consider approval. These services are vital in our remote communities and it allows us to 
provide quality personnel to render aid to the most vulnerable. As an employer who has been working with an 
agency for 10 years, I can attest that the lack of rebasing in July 2022 has significantly hampered our ability to 
provide these much needed services. The current rates are too low to allow us to be competitive in hiring staff 
and providing the breadth of personnel needed to address the needs of our community. 
 
Thank you for your consideration. 
 

 

Jesse Yarbrough 
Finance Director 
Community Connections 
721 Stedman St, Ketchikan, AK 99901 
T: 907.225.7825 X303 
F: 907.225.1541 
E: jesse.yarbrough@comconnections.org 
Office Hours 8-4 
All we have to decide is what to do with the time that is given us. 
Gandalf 

 
  

 
Confidentiality Notice:  This email, including any attachments, contains information which may be confidential or privileged.  The information 
is intended for the use of the individual or entity named above.  If you are not the intended recipient, be aware that any disclosure, copying, 
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distribution or use of the contents of this information is prohibited.  If you have received this email in error, please notify the sender 
immediately by "reply to sender only" message and destroy all electronic and hard copies of communication, including attachments. 
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From: Tami Trotter 
Sent: Friday, March 14, 2025 3:32 PM
To: House Finance
Subject: HB 69

Hello members of the House Finance Committee. I am writing to urge you to show your support for public 
education by voting to approve HB 69.  
 
Creating a permanent increase to the BSA is long overdue. To create this change, your vote in support is 
needed. We should all be demanding the passing of HB 69. The children of our state deserve better. We can’t 
just pay people a dividend to live here when there is not a strong public education system that’s supports all 
students. Families are not going to want to stay if we don’t offer top notch public school system. People move 
here when we can offer strong economic opportunities for our workers, accompanied by a strong  public 
school system that families can feel good about enrolling their children in.  
 
We can’t continue to do business as usual. Does there need to be accountability? You bet. Do some districts, 
homeschool programs and charter schools need to be audited? Of course.  
But by not providing them with the funding that they deserve is not going to get us anywhere and we will 
continue to see the mass exodus from our State.  
 
It’s time to put the kids first, and pass HB 69.  
 
Thank you for your time.  
 
Respectfully,  
 
Tami Trotter 
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From: Laurel Renkert 
Sent: Friday, March 14, 2025 3:22 PM
To: House Finance
Subject: I Support Increasing the BSA to $1,000!

Thank you, please note this letter of support for increasing the BSA to $1,000/student. 
 
--  

Laurel Renkert 
 

 

“May our dreams become our plans.” 
― Glennon Doyle, Untamed 
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From: Maria Legend 
Sent: Friday, March 14, 2025 3:18 PM
To: House Finance
Subject: FY26 Support HB 53 HB 55

March 14, 2025 
 
 
Finance House Committee; 
Chairman and members of the committee; 
 
My name is Maria Legend, I reside in Anchorage, Alaska.  I am writing on behalf of Keandre, Javon, TIlo 
and Aaliyah Saena.  It was a hardship for us to get to a LIO and I appreciate you letting me write in. 
 
Please support HB 53, HB 55 
 For SESA Funding formula as my daughter Aaliyah  currently goes to public school. She excels in school, 
has perfect attendance,  joined several after school programs at Clark. Her education is very important. 
Please fund $1,000 for every child.  
 
For the Special Needs Housing Grant as my son Javon Saena lives in an assisted living home with a full 
time caregiver.   He is finally doing good, and being a better member of the community of Anchorage. 
 
Thank you for all you do, for your time, 
Maria Legend 
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From: Rozlyn Grady-Wyche 
Sent: Friday, March 14, 2025 3:14 PM
To: House Finance
Subject: Testimony on the Operating Budget – Prioritizing Education and Marginalized Families 

Dear House Finance Committee, 
 
My name is Rozlyn Grady-Wyche, and I am writing to urge you to pass an operating budget that 
keeps education at the forefront while ensuring that marginalized families remain a priority in 
funding decisions. As the Alaska Education Chair for the NAACP Tri-State Area Conference, I 
advocate for equitable, well-funded education that meets the needs of all students particularly 
those from historically underserved communities. 
 
Education must be fully funded not just maintained at survival levels. Our students deserve 
quality teachers, culturally responsive curriculum, and the necessary support services that allow 
them to thrive. Without adequate funding, we risk further widening achievement gaps and leaving 
behind those who need the most support. 
 
At the same time, the Permanent Fund Dividend (PFD) remains a critical support for many 
Alaskan families struggling with high costs of living. While education funding should never be 
sacrificed, the PFD provides a direct economic lifeline, particularly for marginalized families who 
rely on it for housing, food, and basic necessities. A balanced budget should recognize the 
importance of both keeping education as a top priority while ensuring families have the financial 
stability to support student success at home. 
 
I ask you to make bold, responsible decisions that invest in our children’s future. Cutting school 
funding or forcing local communities to shoulder more of the financial burden is not the answer. 
We need a long-term commitment to fully funding public education, reducing economic barriers 
for marginalized families, and ensuring that Alaska’s budget reflects our values of equity, 
opportunity, and stability. 
 
Thank you for your time and consideration. I urge you to pass a budget that puts students and 
families first. 
 
Sincerely, 
Rozlyn Grady-Wyche 
Alaska Education Chair, NAACP Tri-State Area Conference 



45

Helen Ph l ips

From: Kyndall Carey 
Sent: Friday, March 14, 2025 3:02 PM
To: House Finance
Subject: Increase the BSA to $1,000 per student

I am writing to strongly urge you to consider an increase to the student base allocation amount in the 
upcoming budget. As you are aware, our education system faces increasing pressures, from rising costs to 
growing student populations. Adequate funding is essential to ensure that every student has access to high-
quality education, regardless of their background or the district they live in. 

An increase in the student base allocation will directly support our schools in meeting the needs of students, 
enhancing resources, and improving overall educational outcomes. It is vital that we prioritize the future of 
our children and invest in the education system that shapes our communities. 

I appreciate your attention to this important issue and respectfully request your support in increasing the 
student base allocation to ensure a better future for all students. 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

Kyndall Carey 
Mother of two elementary aged children at Inlet View Elementary School 
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From: Cassandra Washington <cwashington@reachak.org>
Sent: Friday, March 14, 2025 3:00 PM
To: House Finance
Subject: Request for Support on Early Intervention Services Funding Increase

My name is Cassandra Washington, and I am a Douglas, AK resident.  

I hope this message finds you well. I am writing to seek your support for a critical funding increase for 
early intervention services across Alaska. The request is for a 5.72 increase to the funding that supports 
services for infants and toddlers, birth to three years of age, with developmental delays. 

It is important to note that our current funding level has remained unchanged for the past eleven years. 
During this time, the needs of our community have grown, and we are now facing significant challenges 
in providing the necessary services for children in need. A key priority for this funding increase is to lower 
the qualifying factor for early intervention from 50% developmental delay to 25%, which would ensure 
that more children receive the services they need at an earlier, more effective stage in their development. 

There is a wealth of research supporting the profound impact that early intervention has on children with 
developmental delays. Catching delays early is crucial to a child’s long-term success and well-being. 
Early intervention not only benefits the child but also reduces the need for more intensive services later 
in life, ultimately saving the state significant resources. 

I ask for your support in maintaining the $5.72 million increase for ILP in the state operating budget. Your 
investment in early intervention is an investment in the future of our state’s children, and we believe that 
this funding increase will make a lasting positive impact on the lives of many. 

Thank you for your time and consideration.  

Sincerely, 
 
Cassandra Washington  
REACH ILP Admin Assistant 
P: 907-796-7277 
F: 907-782-4191 
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From: Ralph Mackie 
Sent: Friday, March 14, 2025 3:00 PM
To: House Finance
Subject: Early Intervention and Infant Learning

My name is Edith Mackie.  I live at 512 First Street in Craig, and I'm testifying on my own behalf. 
 
I wish to thank the House Budget folks for including $5.7M for Early Intervention and Infant Learning, and 
I wish to urge the Finance Committee to keep that critical and overdue funding in the Budget. 
 
Thanks so much for the opportunity to be heard! 
 
Respectfully, 
Edith Mackie 
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From: Rachel Blakeslee 
Sent: Friday, March 14, 2025 2:57 PM
To: House Finance
Subject: Testimony submission_Operating Buudget

Dear members of the House finance committee, 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify. My name is Rachel Blakeslee and I’m the parent of an ASD 
kindergartner, resident in House District 9, and nonprofit executive serving public schools across the 
Anchorage, Chugach, and Kenai Peninsula Borough School Districts. As you discuss the state’s operating 
budget, I urge you to pass a $1,000 increase to the Base Student Allocation (BSA) to support public education 
in Alaska.  

For over a decade, we have watched our public schools be systematically stripped of resources as state funding 
has not kept pace with rising costs. Since 2011, the BSA has lost 25% of its buying power. Schools are 
struggling to recruit and retain teachers—this year began with a record 598 teacher vacancies, more than double 
the number in 2020. We must invest in our future before it’s too late. 

We are at a breaking point. Underfunded schools are driving our families away, accelerating economic decline 
and increasing our reliance on a nonresident workforce, which hit a record 24% in 2023. Our family is one of 
the many considering leaving. When the cost of living here is high and the public schools we rely upon are 
crumbling, staying in Alaska becomes untenable. 

This is a self-fulfilling crisis. Schools have been pushed to the brink, and rather than restoring resources, some 
demand “performance” first. But you cannot starve a system and then blame it for failing. The data is clear: 
when schools are well-funded, outcomes improve. Schools can’t innovate when they can’t balance their 
budgets. They can’t attract great teachers when they can’t offer competitive salaries. They can’t maintain 
community confidence when they’re forced to close schools. 

If we want a thriving state, we must give families a reason to stay. That begins with strong, well-funded public 
schools. When creating the operating budget, please include a $1,000 BSA increase for the future for our 
students, our workforce, and our state. 

Respectfully, 

Rachel Blakeslee 
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From: Alexis Kaferstein <AKaferstein@KPBSD.k12.ak.us>
Sent: Friday, March 14, 2025 2:53 PM
To: House Finance
Subject: Quyana! (Thank You)

Dear Members of the House Finance Committee, 
 
From the bottom of our hearts QUYANA! My daughter, my son, my students, my colleagues, 
my community and I all thank you for passing an increase to the BSA! This is a step in 
the right direction to supporting our youth and our future!  
 
As you meet to discuss the state operating budget, please remember that a budget is a 
reflection of our values and we have always found a way to fund what we truly prioritize! 
Investing in our children and the public schools they attend should be a FIRST priority, 
not an afterthought. Strong public schools strengthen communities, attract families, and 
build a stable workforce. An underfunded public education system, on the other hand, 
drives families away, making it even harder to recruit and retain educators and 
accelerates economic decline. 
 
Please continue showing your support for our children by fully funding the BSA increase in 
the operating budget so our students, our schools, and our communities can thrive. 
Quyana!  
 
Sincerely, 
Alexis Kaferstein 
Mother of 2 
Kindergarten Teacher 
Seward Elementary 
907-224-3356 
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From: Christine 
Sent: Friday, March 14, 2025 2:50 PM
To: House Finance
Subject: ILP Funding

Hello, 
 
My name is Christine Wick and I am a board-certified music therapist for the REACH Infant Learning 
Program.  There is strong research that supports children who experience developmental delays as 
infant and toddlers in improving outcomes and the need for specialized services as they 
enter elementary school.  Investing in ILP improves childhood outcomes and reduces future special 
education costs. 
 
We bill insurance, but it is the grant funding that allows us to continue to provide services in the 
absence of this reimbursement.  All of our costs have gone up significantly due to inflation and the gran 
has not increased in 11 years.  We desperately need these additional funds to continue to provide these 
essential services to families in need. 
 
Thank you so much for your time and consideration and I hope you will vote yes to support the $5.72 
million in funding for Alaska Infant Learning Phrograms. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Christine Wick MM, MT-BC 
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From: Chris Hatton 
Sent: Friday, March 14, 2025 2:49 PM
To: House Finance
Subject: Support for Education

Good afternoon.  
I am writing to emphasize my support for increased (and continued) funding for our schools here in 
Wrangell.  Without the schools, our community will simply cease to be able to survive.  Every job in 
Wrangell makes a difference to the economy. Losing federal jobs (USFS personnel) is already a very hard 
pill to swallow and will have a detrimental impact on our community's economy.  
 
I volunteer with the Evergreen Elementary School, and I have two grandchildren in the Stikine Middle 
School.  I am supportive of art, PE, music and shop.  Having these electives available creates better 
rounded children, hence adults.  I hope that your dedication to Alaska's future and continued small 
communities is top of mind as you consider budget decisions.  Without our schools, we will simply lose 
our community.  
 
Thank you for your time.  
Sincerely, 
Chris Buness 
Wrangell Resident 
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From: Niamh Dardis <ndardis@reachak.org>
Sent: Friday, March 14, 2025 2:47 PM
To: House Finance
Subject: I Support Funding for Alaska Infant Learning Programs

Dear House Finance Committee,  
 

I am writing today to express my strong support for the $5.72 million increment to the Alaska Infant 
Learning Program (ILP) system in the state Operating Budget.  

Last week, the Health and Social Services Finance Subcommittee took a crucial step by adding these 
funds in two key areas:  

 A $2.7 million increment to address over 11 years of flat funding, ensuring that ILP 
providers can continue delivering essential early intervention services.  
 A $3.02 million allocation to expand ILP eligibility by lowering the developmental delay 
threshold from 50% to 25%, allowing more children to receive early intervention services when 
they need them most and shifting Alaska's position as the state with the most restrictive eligibility 
criteria for early intervention services. 

Investing in the ILP system is not only beneficial for children and families but also fiscally responsible for 
our state. Research, including the National Early Intervention Longitudinal Study (NEILS), has shown that 
46% of children who receive early intervention services no longer require special education beyond 
kindergarten. By expanding ILP eligibility, we estimate that 77% more children will gain access to 
services. This investment could yield an estimated $34 million in annual savings in special education 
costs, making it a financially sound decision for Alaska.  

Furthermore, Alaska is experiencing a rapidly aging population, making it crucial to retain young families 
in our communities. By strengthening ILP, we can help ensure that young families have the support they 
need for their children, allowing them to remain in Alaska, contribute to the state’s workforce and 
economy and foster strong, vibrant communities for generations to come.  

This initiative is a top priority for:  

 The Alaska Early Childhood Advocacy Group  
 The Governor’s Council on Disabilities and Special Education  
 Key Campaign  
 The Alaska Infant Learning Program Association  
 Families across the state who rely on these services for their children's school readiness 
and long-term success  

I urge the committee to prioritize the full $5.72 million increment for ILP in the final Operating Budget. 
Ensuring early access to intervention services sets Alaska’s children on a trajectory for success, reduces 
long-term educational costs, and supports families in every community.  
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Thank you for your time and consideration. I appreciate your commitment to Alaska’s youngest learners 
and their future.  

Sincerely,  

Niamh  Dardis 
Infant Learning Program Director 

 
Direct:  (907) 796-7237 
Main:  (907) 586-8228 | Fax:  (907) 586-8226 
www.reachak.org 
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From: Marina Snover <marina.s@wishak.org>
Sent: Friday, March 14, 2025 2:29 PM
To: House Finance; Hailey Beard
Subject: Testimony of Marina Snover in Support of HB53

Hello, My name is Marina Snover, and I serve as the Shelter Coordinator and Food Bank Manager at WISH in 
Ketchikan, an organization dedicated to supporting survivors of domestic violence and sexual assault. Our 
services extend across Prince of Wales Island, Metlakatla, Wrangell, and Petersburg. I am writing to provide my 
testimony in support of HB53, as an advocate for anti-hunger within our state. 

Locally, we are facing significant challenges. In Ketchikan, there has been a notable increase in the number of 
individuals and families seeking food assistance. Over the past year, our food bank has seen a steady rise in 
demand, serving approximately 65 individuals each month. The ongoing rise in the cost of living, particularly 
for food, has placed many families in a difficult position where they struggle to afford basic needs. These 
financial hardships are not unique to Ketchikan; they are impacting families across our state, underscoring the 
urgent need for continued support and resources for those in need. 

Given these growing challenges, I strongly advocate for the state to prioritize food access within its spending 
plan. Despite the progress we’ve made, hunger remains a persistent issue in our community, and we have not 
yet found a lasting solution. The ongoing demand for food assistance is a clear indication that the need remains 
critical, and addressing this issue must remain a priority. 

I encourage continued support for direct food purchasing programs, such as the recent $1.5 million Food 
Security Grant from the Department of Commerce, Community, and Economic Development, as well as the 
$1.5 million Food Bank and Pantry Relief Fund from the Department of Health. These programs are vital in 
ensuring that local food banks and pantries can meet the needs of their communities. 

Additionally, I ask that you consider funding initiatives that specifically support children, such as summer EBT 
programs and free and reduced-price school meals. For many children, school is the only place where they 
receive a consistent, hot meal. As such, student nutrition should be viewed as a critical component of the 
broader school funding discussion. 

Thank you for your commitment to making the difficult decisions necessary to ensure that all Alaskans, 
particularly our children, have access to the food they need. 

  

 
 
 
Marina Snover 
Shelter Coordinator  
TEFAP Manager 
Shelter: (907)225-9474 
Direct: (907)228-4089 
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From: Christian Martin 
Sent: Friday, March 14, 2025 2:21 PM
To: House Finance
Subject: Full PFD

House Finance CommiƩee, 
 
I would like to say THANK YOU for listening to Alaskans and including the Full PFD in the OperaƟng Budget!  
 
ChrisƟan MarƟn 
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From: Natalie Martin 
Sent: Friday, March 14, 2025 2:20 PM
To: House Finance
Subject: Full PFD

House Finance CommiƩee, 
 
I would like to say THANK YOU for listening to Alaskans and including the Full PFD in the OperaƟng Budget!  
 
Natalie MarƟn 
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From: William Brewer 
Sent: Friday, March 14, 2025 1:55 PM
To: House Finance
Subject: Operating budget/PFD

 
Hello and greetings from Willow.  
 
I am glad to see a full PFD in the operating budget. But I am concerned it will not stay there, with the 
overspending and continued failure of the legislature to balance the budget and to make necessary cuts. I have 
zero faith in the Senate or house to make any reasonable decisions. For years now the continued stealing of the 
statutory PFD to keep funding a bloated budget is both outrageous and extremely frustrating! So I ask those 
within the house and senate, to be bold! and balance the budget! make the necessary cuts and provide the full 
statutory PFD. Alaska has great potential, but keeping it bogged down with the bloated budget, and 
unwillingness to make hard decisions will only lead the state to destruction. I hope this is not the case, I hope 
those within the committee can see reason and common sense.  
 
Thank you, sincerely William Brewer. willow AK  
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From: Ash-Lee Waddell 
Sent: Friday, March 14, 2025 2:07 PM
To: House Finance
Subject: Public Testimony: Operating Budget

Dear Members of the House Finance Committee, 

I appreciate your recent approval of HB69, a step forward for many Alaskans. Your dedication to 
addressing community needs is commendable. However, I urge you to take a broader and more 
deliberate approach to funding allocations—one that prioritizes Alaska’s most vital resource: our 
children. 

The current budget distribution often favors initiatives that fail to provide long-term benefits to our youth. 
Meanwhile, education remains underfunded, despite facing unprecedented challenges in the wake of 
the COVID-19 pandemic. Schools continue to struggle with resource shortages, mental health crises 
among students, and growing disparities in special education and family support services. These are not 
minor issues; they are foundational to the future of our state. 

We cannot afford to treat education as an afterthought. Our children deserve access to a fully funded, 
high-quality education system that equips them for success. Strengthening financial support for 
schools, especially special education programs, and family resources will not only uplift individual 
students but also build a more resilient and prosperous Alaska.  

Investing in education is not an expense—it is a necessity. 

I urge you to take decisive action in the upcoming budget discussions to ensure that education is a top 
priority. Let us move beyond rhetoric and commit to meaningful, lasting investment in our youth. By 
doing so, we secure a stronger future for Alaska—one where every child has the opportunity to learn, 
grow, and contribute to our shared success. 

Thank you for your time and consideration. I look forward to seeing the Legislature take bold steps to 
place education where it belongs—at the forefront of our priorities. 

Sincerely, 

 
Ash-Lee Waddell 

 

Parent, Homer 
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From: Kerry Irons 
Sent: Friday, March 14, 2025 1:59 PM
To: House Finance
Subject: Support for BSA Increase

Dear Members of the House Finance Committee,  
  
I am writing to you as a school board member of the Kodiak Island School District (KIBSD), as well as a 
community member and a retired educator. I urge you to support the increased funding for public education, 
inside the Base Student Allocation. 
  
First, please know that I understand the challenges you’re facing as you work on this budget. Our district is 
also grappling with distressing choices due to the ever increasing budget shortfalls. Like many districts around 
the state, we have made the heartbreaking decision to close a school. Depending on the decisions you make in 
Juneau, we may need to face further heart-wrenching choices about programmatic cuts as well as cuts to the 
electives and activities that keep students engaged and motivated in school. Please help us avoid the 
downward spiral of student disengagement, and increased apathy and absenteeism that impacts schools and 
communities in myriad ways. 
  
Thank you so much for your efforts to support Alaska’s future workforce and leaders. They deserve the 
investment.  
  
  
Kerry Irons 
President, Board of Education 
Kodiak Island Borough School District 
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From: Karen Wuestenfeld 
Sent: Friday, March 14, 2025 1:42 PM
To: House Finance
Subject: Comments on Operating Budget

Dear Members of the House Finance Committee:  
  
I urge you to take courageous action in the face of Alaska’s fiscal crisis.  This is a crisis of our own making – caused by an 
unwillingness to accept that cost cutting alone cannot balance a budget.   
  
We are victims of bad decision making in the early 1980’s:  implementing a dividend distribution from the Permanent Fund 
and eliminating the state income tax.  The PFD has become a bizarre socialist but regressive entitlement that clouds 
rational decision-making.  I hear strange sayings in my district such as “people know how to spend money better than 
government” in the context of reducing the PFD. This is just a strawman to distract the gullible.  The real issue is 
addressing the government’s role which is to provide equitable services to its citizens. 
  
Consider Alaska’s Constitution:  Article I, Section 1 which provides in part:  
“This constitution is dedicated to the principles that all persons have a natural right to . . . enjoyment of the rewards of their 
own industry; . . . and that all persons have corresponding obligations to the people and to the State.”  (Emphasis 
provided.)   
This obligation should now include helping raise revenue in the form of a graduated income tax.  This duty should also be 
reflected in a reduced PFD – preferably by adopting the 75/25 plan. These are bound to be unpopular with many 
constituents, but are the only way to resolve our fiscal crisis. 
The oil industry also has a duty to pay their share – please take into account any real changes in their federal taxation.  
A prime place to reduce budget spending is AIDEA – otherwise known as a place where dollars go to die. Study after 
study yields no results other than revenue for mostly out of state consultants.  Actual construction projects have nearly all 
been economic failures.  The State should not be investing capital – let those with market expertise do this  
I love Alaska.  I have lived here since 1981, raised two children who have decided, for now, to remain in here.  They are 
increasingly unsure of this choice due to the failing school system (they are committed to public schools), deteriorating 
infrastructure and associated deferred maintenance, a flagging higher education system, poorly maintained parks, and 
many other indicia of deteriorating quality of life.   
As a State, we need to take bold, courageous action on this year’s budget to revive our economy, improve our quality of 
life, and ensure our state is not in a race to the bottom. The actions required to do this will not be easy or popular, but will 
provide for all in the long run. 
With respect,  
  
Karen Wuestenfeld 
Homer, Alaska 
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From: Rick Driscoll <rick@akjar.org>
Sent: Friday, March 14, 2025 1:37 PM
To: House Finance
Subject: I support the $5.72 million funding for ILP

 

Dear House Finance Committee, 

Infant Learning Programs (ILP) are a vital resource for Alaska’s children and families, providing early 
intervention services that can make a lifelong impact. In my previous work in the disability field, I saw 
firsthand how crucial early support is for a child’s development, giving them the best possible start in life. 
These programs help children reach their full potential and provide families with the tools and guidance 
they need to navigate early challenges. 

On a personal level, my best friend’s daughter receives ILP support, and I’ve witnessed how invaluable 
this funding is. The services they receive not only help her grow and thrive but also offer the family 
essential resources and reassurance. ILP is not just beneficial—it’s necessary. That’s why I urge you to 
support the proposed $5.7 million increment increase in the House Finance budget. It has been over a 
decade since the last funding increase, and ensuring ILP remains strong is an investment in the future of 
Alaskan children and communities. 

Thank you, 

Rick Driscoll 

 

 

Rick Driscoll 
Executive Director 
Juneau Animal Rescue 

To help p otect you  p vacy  M c osoft Off ce p evented automat c download of th s pictu e f om the Inte net
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From: Gary N Starla Brewer 
Sent: Friday, March 14, 2025 1:32 PM
To: House Finance
Subject: PFD

I want to strongly urge the legislature to keep the full statutory PFD disbursements to AK citizens in the 
operating budget.  The continued theft  of these monies allocated to the citizens year after year is 
unconscionable and does not represent the best interests of your constituents. What we really want is a 
trimmed down budget to fit the states current income. We realize this may eliminate many special 
interest projects in each district, however this will be offset by the citizens being able to use the money 
as they traditionally have to best meet their needs in the communities in which they live. For most 
constituents this has meant being able to make improvements to their land and homes, purchasing 
winter survival supplies, fund education and for too many covering the most basic expenses of rent, 
property taxes, and food.  
 
Sincerely  
Starla Brewer 
Willow, AK  
 

Sent from Yahoo Mail for iPad 
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From: Kendal Pike 
Sent: Friday, March 14, 2025 1:26 PM
To: House Finance
Cc: mike.t.kruse@gmail.com; Steve Kruse; Mark Kruse; Stacey Pike; Brian P.
Subject: Thank you for Full PFD

Representatives of the Finance Committee, 
 
I want to thank you for prioritizing a full PFD for Alaskans. My husband and I use the PFDs every year to 
save for our children's future (University or Trades programs) and pay to supplement their educational 
needs now.  
 
The full PFD is a powerful and even life changing payment to Alaskans suffering under the horrible 
inflation of the last 4.5 years. It helps the most vulnerable in our communities, especially young families. 
 
Thank you for not "taxing" by reducing the PFD further and stealing it for redistribution by the State.  
 
Warmly, 
Kendal Kruse-Palmer 
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From: Tina Seaton 
Sent: Friday, March 14, 2025 1:01 PM
To: House Finance
Subject: Operating Budget

Dear Representative, 
Thank you for your work to fix our state financial difficulties this year!  The state has 
kicked the can down the road for far too long! 
There ARE things that can be cut out of the budget.  Please take out the $50,000 
intended to repay the initial study costs for the Alaska gas line.  There is NO Joint 
Venture, there are no signed documents.  If this money remains in the budget we will 
again be throwing good money after bad.  Also, the AGDC must be shut down - more 
good money after bad.  They have had years and years to make something happen and 
have not succeeded.  The timing is not right, the costs are not right and another year of 
funding will not make it right.  AGDC promised that if they could not get a joint venture 
confirmed by 2024 they would disband.  They lied because this so-called joint venture 
with Japan is nothing real - and again, Alaskans will pay the price. 
Tina Seaton 
Homer 
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From: Hillary Landers <hlanders@reachak.org>
Sent: Friday, March 14, 2025 12:49 PM
To: House Finance
Subject: Writing to show my support for $5.72 million to the state Operating Budget for Alaska 

Infant Learning Programs

Hello Chair Josephson and members of the House Finance Committee, 
 
My name is Hillary Landers and I am a speech-language pathologist for the REACH Infant Learning Program. I have 
the privilege of working with 0-3 year-olds who experience developmental delays in the Southeast Alaska region. 
There is strong research that supports the importance of early intervention in children who experience 
developmental delays as infants and toddlers in improving outcomes and the need for specialized services as they 
enter elementary school.  We bill insurance if a family has it, but often don’t get reimbursed due to high 
deductibles or lack of reimbursement for pediatric “habilitative” care. Per state requirements, we are not allowed 
to pass this cost along to the family. Furthermore, we provide significant family service coordination that is not 
billable for families with private insurance, such as care calls with pediatricians, applying for mini grants to access 
therapeutically necessary equipment, applying for DD waivers through SAIL, doing vision/hearing screenings and 
making referrals to specialists, etc. The grant funding is what allows us to continue to provide these services in the 
absence of insurance reimbursement. However, all of our costs have gone up significantly due to inflation, 
including rent, air travel to the outlying communities we serve, cost of food/lodging, gas for mileage 
reimbursement, etc. Since the grant has not increase in 11 years, we desperately need this additional funding to 
continue to provide these essential and accessible services to families in need. Furthermore, we are only allowed 
to use grant funding to support children with a 50% delay or more. When a child turns three, they become eligible 
for services at the preschool level with a delay of 25% or more. This means all the children who experience 
developmental delays between 25% and 49% are not able to receive services through our program and need to 
wait until preschool to receive intervention, thus further increasing the burden on the school district and missing 
out on those essential early years when they could have been receiving intervention. 
 
Thank you so much for your time and consideration, and I hope you will maintain the $5.72 million in funding for 
Alaska Infant Learning Programs in the final operating budget. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
Hillary Landers, M.S., CCC-SLP, IMH-E®         
Speech-Language Pathologist 
Infant Family Specialist 
REACH Infant Learning Program 
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From: Landa Baily 
Sent: Friday, March 14, 2025 12:33 PM
To: House Finance
Subject: Testimony House Finance Operating Budget

 
 
Dear Members of the House Finance Committee:  I offer the following comments as testimony on the Senate Finance 
Committee's version of the State of Alaska's operating budget, and I thank you for the opportunity.   
 
In this time of all hands-on-deck financial crisis, I start with Alaska’s Constitution:  Article I, Section 1 which provides in 
part:  

“This constitution is dedicated to the principles that all persons have a natural right to . . . enjoyment of the rewards of their 
own industry; . . . and that all persons have corresponding obligations to the people and to the State.”  (Emphasis 
provided.)  In short, I agree every Alaskan has a duty and a corresponding duty to the State. 

Please consider a full review of the mining industry tax structure and prospectively change the tax rates for new mines so 
that the resulting taxes pay for the increased and necessary roads, airports, fire and police services, water and sewer and 
other utilities.  Any revised tax structure should also be designed to assure contributions to the Permanent Fund. 

Please also consider a comprehensive change to the oil tax structure.  The increased taxes oil companies pay to Alaska 
might likely be the only taxes they pay because of the huge tax relief most corporations enjoy at the federal level.  Your 
revised oil tax structure should optimize the amount that can be deposited into the Permanent Fund.  

Please consider a complete statutory revision of Alaska Industrial Development and Export Authority so that AIDEA’s 
operating budget and all projects receive legislative budget approval and review, and require all proceeds be deposited 
into the state treasury, with a percentage deposited into the Permanent Fund.  Require any balances AIDEA has on its 
books be deposited into the State Treasury to ensure legislative oversight.  

Stop with the million-dollar studies for the “Juneau Road” and recommit to the Alaska Marine Highway System’s success.  

Step up the legislative constitutional duty with its power of oversight to ensure timely receipt of federal funds.  State 
transportation officials acknowledged that the state’s delayed and error-filled four-year, $5.6 billion transportation plan was 
a contributing factor to the Federal Highway Administration’s rejection of $16 million in projects from Alaska’s August 
redistribution request.  See Alaska got the lowest August federal transportation allocation among states at $19 million 
after error-filled submission - Anchorage .Daily News, September 15, 2024.  Alaskans pay federal taxes with the 
expectation their federal taxes will come back to Alaska in part to fund our highways and bridges.    

Insist the Governor release the million-dollar state salary study.  It’s a public document paid for with public funds.  Without 
review of that study, the Legislature is unable to fully exercise its constitutional duty to oversee state personnel systems 
and to responsibly expend state funds.  
 
Do everything you can to fully fund public education, a constitutional right to every Alaskan child. A strong public 
education system is a vital part of Alaska’s economy.  With the above suggestions, there would likely be adequate funds 
for education, more funds would flow to the state treasury and the Permanent Fund, and there may be less need to 
debate a state income or sales tax to pay for public education.. 
 
Thank you and best regards, 
Landa Baily,  
Homer, Alaska 
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From: Shannon Tibbs 
Sent: Friday, March 14, 2025 11:50 AM
To: House Finance
Subject: Public testimony HB 69

 
Thank you for passing a BSA increase! Please be sure to fully fund the increase in the operating budget so our students, our schools, 
and our communities can thrive.  

 
Blake Bousley 
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From: Alex Pastorino 
Sent: Friday, March 14, 2025 11:16 AM
To: House Finance
Subject: Operating & Mental Health Budgets

We have a great need and responsibility to support those who are most vulnerable in our 
communities—those with mental illness, homeless, disabilities, oppressed and 
discriminated against.  Even I, as an individual, found my hands tied when I tried to help a 
homeless young man get a hotel room for just one night so he could have a shower and get 
some rest.  It turned out that he was blacklisted, I’m sure for good reasons, from staying in 
any hotel in Juneau.  While I’m sure his story is long and tragic, I was only able to get a 
glimpse of his struggles. My guess (former counselor and educator) is that he has either 
been affected by FASD or a mental illness, as his thought process was quite skewed and 
disoriented; there was no sign of substance misuse.  He was obviously just trying to survive, 
and, yes, probably making bad choices along the way as well.  I tried to help him get new, 
clean clothes at Salvation Army, but the store happened to be closed that day.  I was 
heartbroken to have left him, crying with only  money for a meal and clean clothes he might 
later get at the Salvation Army Thrift store, which was closed the day I met this young 
man.  I’m left with wondering if he used the money wisely, or did I hurt him further by giving 
him cash he might spend on alcohol or drugs. Could I have brought him to my house for a 
shower?  Was it safe for me to do that?  I can’t answer that question.  We, our community, 
desperately need to find solutions that are healing and sustainable.  We must fund Mental 
Health agencies who address these issues.  They are troubling and disturbing at the most 
basic levels.   
 
People who are mentally ill, disabled, homeless, etc., need support; they don’t need to be 
blacklisted.  Those who manage hotels and housing also need incentives and assurance 
that their services (hotel rooms in this case) won’t be trashed and disrespected.  It is a 
problem to solve, not an issue to ignore.  That requires funding, which includes Medicaid.   
 
I thank you all wholeheartedly for listening and considering my thoughts and experience. I 
do believe you have everyone’s best interest at heart.  Barbara (Alex) Pastorino 
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From: Tech KWRCC <tech@kwrcc.org>
Sent: Friday, March 14, 2025 11:04 AM
To: House Finance
Subject: Public Testimony for House Finance Committee for State Funding

To Whom It May Concern, 

 

I am writing to address your committees as they discuss our state budgets for the next year and 
speak up for agencies like mine, the Kodiak Women's Resource and Crisis Center. 

 

Thank you for all your work in the last year to keep the funding the same for DVSA services at the 
same level and deciding to not remove funds from it. Planning our budgets around this stable income 
has been much needed, but please also recognize that keeping the same dollar amount does not 
mean that its impact will be kept the same as prices and general cost of living continues to rise. Our 
organization is not exempt from the rise of goods and especially as the cost of travel in our remote 
community rises every year. 

 

That being said, places like the Kodiak Women's Resource and Crisis Center (KWRCC) are still able 
to be open 24/7 to victims of domestic and sexual violence. Our 24/7 shelter is the ONLY 24/7 shelter 
on Kodiak Island available to those seeking a safe place. Even the local homeless shelter, Brother 
Francis, is only open for 11-12 hours to stay overnight. In our cold temps, this can be life threatening. 
So we are grateful to continue to provide that service to our clients and their families. 

 

Our organization currently has about 11 regular staff members and 6 staff are needed to maintain the 
24/7 shelter. Our other staff are all admin: 2 who provide meetings with clients in our shelter (and in 
the community) and since the pandemic are able to drive and meet up with our clients too, and are on 
call for sexual assault cases; 2 who work in outreach to present education to other organizations, 
schools, and create preventative programs that support the most at risk demographics in Kodiak; and 
then our executive director who supports our board, travels to represent us on the state level, and 
overseas the many functions of our organization. As you can see, our staff is at the absolute 
minimum to function and still provide essential services. Any reductions in staff at this rate will reduce 
our services and we will need to triage.  

 

We here continue to see the need for our services every day. Domestic and sexual violence are still 
very much prevelant in our communities and it's effects are long lasting. Even in this last year, I 
remember a whole week where it seemed as if my coworkers were being called to support sexual 
assault victims every single day. I have also witnessed many domestic violence survivors who come 
here for a few days because of an incident at home and then decide to return once the "smoke has 
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blown over". They may come in the middle of the night with only a cell phone, if that. I have also seen 
survivors who come here in the midst of a messy separation with no family nearby or limited 
resources. Those survivors are making the best choices they can with limited resources and complex 
situations. What would happen if we were not here to provide that safe place? Or if we had to cherry 
pick our hours to serve them? Then we may be limited in our contact with them, unable to help them 
briefly or to talk through long term safety. 

 

Recently I watched the documentary of Gabby Petito and was reminded of her story in the news in 
2021 (Killing of Gabby Petito - Wikipedia). I recommend watching it through the lens of "what services 
could have helped her". In the beginning, I was thinking there were so many signs to at least an 
unhealthy relationship -- I wish she or her friends and family knew that the possessiveness, isolation, 
jealousy, lack of a close-by support network, etc were not just signs of an "unusual" relationship. 
When the police pulled them over due to a 911 call reporting abuse, I was thinking the questions are 
cutting off her responses and she can't talk-- I wish she had an Advocate on site to support her, she 
must feel like the criminal when sitting in the police car, she looks like she's retreating into herself to 
cope, I wonder if he told her no one would believe her or that she was the one "always hurting him". 
And when there was mention of her plan to leave, I know through my work that that is THE MOST 
DANGEROUS time for her and that maybe she could do it on her own, but having a team would 
improve her odds and give her more resources to use. 

 

All of those thoughts I had are the exact resources we provide for our community. Every year, I hear 
about the high stats of domestic abuse, sexual assault, missing persons and violence against women 
in our state of Alaska. None of those issues can be resolved in a year or two. Beyond reactionary 
care after those crimes have been committed, it takes a long term commitment to provide education 
and preventative care to change the culture we as a community react to signs of abuse. And even 
long before that point, what is acceptable in regards to how we treat other people and how we allow 
them to be treated? In Gabby's case, we don't know how long there was violence in her relationship, 
but it was clear she was being emotionally abused by her fiance for a while and that abuse had been 
evolving and escalating to the point of her murder. 

 

We are a beautiful state, but an isolated state. We know how to make due, find other means, and 
create a system that works for us that may not be needed in the lower 48. I understand there are 
many things that require the attention of committees like yours. I ask that you continue to have issues 
like these in mind as you create and decide on funding plans for various programs. 

 

Thank you, 

 
 

Alina Button 
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Administrative Outreach Advocate 

Kodiak Women’s Resource and Crisis Center 

422 Hillside Drive 

Kodiak, Alaska 99615 

(907)486-6171 

(907)486-4264 fax 

tech@kwrcc.org 

www.kwrcc.org 
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From: Lili Misel 
Sent: Friday, March 14, 2025 10:57 AM
To: House Finance
Subject: Operating Budget - support K-12 education funding

Hello House Finance Committee Members,  
 
Thank you so much for your work on behalf of Alaskans and for taking public testimony on the operating 
budget.  
 
I am writing to add my support to an increase in funding for K-12 education this legislative session as part 
of the operating budget. In order for our state to be able to meet the economic needs as Alaska's 
economic base grows, we need to provide a solid public education to all of our students. ISER has a 
report that was given to the Senate in February that demonstrates that Alaska is falling behind in funding 
nationally when factoring in cost of living. By increasing the funding to education, we can start to make 
up for the years of being underfunded. 
 
Thank you for your time and for your work on behalf of Alaska's children.  
 
Lili Misel 
Fairbanks 
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From: Charity Carmody <charity@alaskaimpactalliance.com>
Sent: Friday, March 14, 2025 10:48 AM
To: House Finance
Cc: Bolin, Leigh; Charity Carmody
Subject: Letter of Support for Child Advocacy Centers in Alaska

Dear House Finance Representatives, 

On behalf of the Alaska Impact Alliance, I am writing to express our strong support for the vital work of 
Child Advocacy Centers (CACs) across Alaska and their multidisciplinary team (MDT) approach to child 
abuse investigations and interventions. These centers provide an essential service to our most 
vulnerable children and their families, ensuring a trauma-informed, collaborative, and effective response 
to abuse. 

Child Advocacy Centers serve as a critical resource in our state, offering a child-centered environment 
where law enforcement, medical professionals, mental health providers, social services, and legal 
representatives come together to address cases of child maltreatment. Their work not only prioritizes the 
safety and well-being of children but also strengthens efficiency and effectiveness in handling cases by 
reducing re-traumatization, streamlining investigations, and ensuring access to comprehensive support 
services. 

Alaska faces unique challenges, including geographic barriers, high rates of child abuse, and limited 
access to resources in rural and remote communities. CACs are bridging these gaps, ensuring that 
children and families receive timely, coordinated, and culturally responsive care. Through forensic 
interviews, medical evaluations, advocacy, and therapeutic services, these centers are instrumental in 
providing healing and justice for children while holding offenders accountable. 

The Alaska Impact Alliance urges policymakers and stakeholders to continue investing in and expanding 
support for CACs, recognizing them as a cornerstone of our child welfare and justice systems. Sustaining 
and enhancing funding for these programs will allow them to reach more children, strengthen 
partnerships, and improve long-term outcomes for survivors and their families. 

We deeply appreciate your commitment to protecting Alaska’s children. We encourage you to prioritize 
the continued support of CACs and their multidisciplinary approach, ensuring every child has access to 
the care, protection, and advocacy they deserve.  Please feel free to reach out if I can be of assistance 
and thank you for all you do for Alaska’s families and children.  We appreciate you. 

 

Dr. Charity Carmody, MBA  
ExecuƟve Director 
Alaska Impact Alliance 
hƩps://www.alaskaimpactalliance.com/ 
1-888-632-7432   
charity@alaskaimpactalliance.com 
3300 ArcƟc Blvd Ste 201-1058  
Anchorage, AK 99503 
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From: Jasmine Murray 
Sent: Friday, March 14, 2025 10:40 AM
To: House Finance
Subject: Key campaign. 

Good afternoon, Representatives  
I am writing to you as a concerned citizen and resident of the matsu.  I am also a parent of the matsu Infant 
Learning Program serving young children who experience developmental delays and their families. I have 
been brining my child to ILP for two years now and wanted you to know the value of ILP not only for the 
children and families but also for the state in our efforts to maintain efficient and effective programs.   
Some background, ILP provides home-based early intervention (therapy and education) services for children 
from birth to age 3.  These services are part of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act or IDEA.  It is 
Part C of that Act.  Special education services for school-age children is Part B of that Act.  Each state has the 
authority to set eligibility criteria and Alaska's eligibility is the most restrictive in the nation.  Today, a child 
must show a 50% delay before they are eligible for ILP services.  To be eligible for Part B services, a child must 
demonstrate a 25% delay.   
The ILP system in Alaska has been flat funded for the past 11 years.  During that time the value of the current 
grant funding has decreased by 25%.  We have worked to support children and families as costs for travel to 
their communities, salaries for qualified staff, benefits, and other costs have increased dramatically.   We also 
continued to provide services through a global pandemic. Currently, the House Finance has $5.7M added to 
the budget and I hope you support this funding. 
The National Early Intervention Longitudinal Study (NEILS) shows that infants and toddlers who receive 
early intervention services, like those provided by ILP's across the state, are better prepared for future learning 
in school.  In fact, 46% of all children who receive early intervention services are shown to not need special 
education services when they enter Kindergarten.  We estimate that it costs the state approximately $230,000 
per child if they are enrolled in special education between kindergarten and 12+ grade.  Avoiding the need for 
special education can be easily accomplished by investing in helping children and families earlier.   
I am in support of the added increment for Infant Learning Programs, and I hope you can also support ILP as 
it will have long lasting effect on children and the State's long-term fiscal challenges by avoiding high special 
education costs and preparing children to be more productive citizens.  I am happy to answer any questions 
you may have.  Please contact me at (907)-414-4214 or email at Jasmine11245@icloud.com if I can be of 
assistance.  
  
Sincerely, 
Jasmine Murray  
Parent/ community member 
 
Sent from my iPhone 



77

Helen Ph l ips

From:
Sent: Friday, March 14, 2025 10:34 AM
To: House Finance
Subject: Senior Community Grants

      I am an 83 year-old Senior from Kodiak Alaska.  I would like to encourage the $3 million increase in senior 
community grants.  I depend on our Senior Center‘s meals and other services to keep me in my own home and 
in the state of Alaska. 
   Thank you.   
    Susan Brockman (45 years in Alaska) 
Sent from my iPhone 
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From: Ross Davila 
Sent: Friday, March 14, 2025 10:13 AM
To: House Finance
Subject: Fully fund bsa

house.finance@akleg.gov 
Thanks for passing a BSA increase. Please fully fund the increase to support our students,  community 
and teachers.  We need this fully funded to thrive 
  
Ross davila 
Jenck rd 
Ketchikan alsaka  
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From: Ellen Jaimes 
Sent: Friday, March 14, 2025 9:53 AM
To: House Finance
Subject: Testimony in favor of increased funding to BSA

Dear Representatives,   
 
I am a long-time (13 years and counting) resident of Alaska and mother of two young children, with my 
oldest entering the Anchorage School District for Kindergarten this year. I recently flew to Juneau to meet 
with my representatives regarding the need for a permanent increase of at least $1,000 to the BSA. 
THANK YOU to each member who voted to advance this important and needed legislation.  
 
I know that our state is facing a challenging financial outlook this year, which is precisely why 
adequate and predictable funding is SO important for our schools. Children need and indeed have a right 
to a functional public school system; Investing in this system of public schools is a direct investment into 
the future of our great state.  
 
Please fund HB 69 and the $1,000 increase to the base student allocation. And please raise revenue in 
order to fund this increase. Specifically, closing the S-corp tax loophole, reducing the per-barrel oil tax 
credit and considering other innovative revenue sources, some which have already been proposed.  
 
As a young family desiring to remain in Alaska indefinitely, adequate and predictable public education 
funding is my family's number one budget issue/concern.  
 
Thank you for your time and attention. 
Sincerely, 
Ellen Jaimes - Anchorage 
 
--  
Dena'inaq ełnen'aq' gheshtnu ch'q'u yeshdu. (Dena'ina) 
I live and work on the land of the Dena’ina. (English) 
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From: Donna Kelley <dkelley@picak.org>
Sent: Friday, March 14, 2025 9:37 AM
To: House Finance
Subject: ILP increment of $5.72 million for FY2026.
Attachments: Outlook-logo

Greetings from Anchorage, AK.  I have been working in the field of early intervention/infant learning for over 35 
years and can attest to the positive outcomes of early intervention. 0-3 is a crucial time in a young child's 
development, especially for those who are experiencing developmental delays and differences. Research has 
shown that early intervention has long term positive outcomes not only for the child's development but also for 
decreased long term costs associated with services to address the child needs if not provided at a very young age. 
I urge you to approve the ILP increment of $5.72 million for FY 2026.  
 
V/R, 
 
Donna Kelley, M.Ed., OTR/L, 
Team Manager/Early Interventionist 

Infant Family Specialist, IMH-E® (Level II) 
Direct: (907) 550-3097 
Email: dkelley@picak.org 

 
  



81

Helen Ph l ips

From: kathleen shoop 
Sent: Friday, March 14, 2025 9:24 AM
To: House Finance
Subject: FULL PFD THANK YOU!

Thank you for including the full PFD in the Operating Budget! This is very important and necessary! 
Mat-Su Borough is gouging me for property taxes more than $2000 this year and my house does not have a bathroom. 
Alaska cannot afford the government that is forcing me and others to stay on Medicaid and then force homeowners to be 
gouged. Counter intuitive for a community. 
 
Best thing Alaska has done is the PFD! Thank you!!!! 
 
Kathleen Shoop 
Alaska resident since 1992 
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From: Miguel Rohrbacher 
Sent: Friday, March 14, 2025 4:28 PM
To: House Finance
Subject: HB 53 Please Support Parents As Teachers Funding Increment

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Dear Chair Josephson, and members of the House Finance Committee,  
  
I am writing in support of the funding in the DEED budget to support the Parents as Teachers Program. 
Unfortunately, Parents As Teachers has a significant wait list. Even a modest increase in state support for 
this program will have a real and immediate effect in making this available to more families.  
 
As a parent I want to commend you for your work with Governor Dunleavy in prioritizing measures that 
seek to make the State of Alaska the most "Pro-Family" state in the country. These measures include 
expanding Medicaid eligibility for post partum mothers and your continuing support for Parents As 
Teachers.  
 
 In this constrained fiscal environment I sympathize with the legislature’s burden of matching costs with 
revenue. Making Parents As Teachers available to more families is one of the most cost effective things 
that the legislature can do to direct money to an already well established, administratively lean, and 
successful program with a proven track record of supporting families, and fostering parental involvement. I 
can't quantify the exact monetary return on investment, but it would bear to reason that there are likely 
some significant downstream savings  that come from having more engaged moms and dads.   
 
Forty years of research has shown that home visit programs like PAT; 
 

 Increase positive parenting practices 
 Provide early detection of developmental delays 
 Improve parent, child and family health and well being 
 Prevent child abuse and neglect 
 Increase school readiness and reading 
 And strengthen community connections for parents and children. 

 
On a personal note, I’m the father of a three year old girl and a two month old baby boy. We have been 
very fortunate to be able to participate in the Parents As Teachers program and I recommend this 
indispensable resource to every new parent I encounter, particularly fathers. Often they tell us they are just 
waiting for a spot to open up.  

 
The name really is truth in advertising, early childhood educators – typically seasoned child care providers 
work with parents to become the best teachers they can possibly be for their kids. 
  
They do this through a series of monthly home visits where they work with families on concrete skills in 
how to support their child’s development most effectively.  
 
What this looks like is a regular meeting, where they come and check in on how things are going, share 
some information about your child’s developmental stage, and bring an activity that you can do with your 
child between visits, this might be tummy time, or having your child move beans from one cup from another 
to practice fine motor skills. Its an incredible opportunity to take a time out and just marvel at how your child 
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is learning and growing. PAT folks also do periodic screenings for disabilities and connect families with 
community resources. 
 
 I particularly want to give a shout out to our PAT educator Mary Edelmeyer. She has been a Godsend and 
we greatly appreciate her. Having babies and toddlers is wonderful but any new parent will tell you that it 
can be really tough. Mary had the unique insight that the chaos of raising small children is similar to the 
feeling of going down a steep hill in a shopping cart. Parents As Teachers gives parents the opportunity to 
pull the cart over at least for an hour and assess what's going well, work on what isn't and think about what 
can be improved. The wonderful people at PAT are exceptional at meeting parents where they are at, and 
it is all done without any pressure or ideological bent. Ultimately PAT educators are there to help 
troubleshoot problems, and provide mentorship and support.   
 

      Thank you for considering this request. 
  
       Respectfully,  
  
       Miguel Rohrbacher  
       Juneau 





As a teacher’s assistant, I see firsthand the struggles students face when they are unable to access 
mental health support. I also understand the unique challenges military families face when 
parents are frequently deployed or away, leaving children to navigate their mental health on their 
own. In these cases, programs like the ones proposed in Senate Bill 90 can be a lifeline for many 
youth who might otherwise slip through the cracks. 
 
I understand that Alaska is facing a budgeting crisis, and difficult decisions need to be made. 
However, cutting essential mental health services for youth would have long-term consequences. 
It’s important to explore other ways to preserve these vital programs. One possible solution is to 
prioritize funding for early intervention services like those in Senate Bill 90, as they can help 
prevent more costly interventions down the line. Additionally, exploring partnerships with local 
communities, non-profit organizations, and federal grants could help stretch the available 
resources. 
 
I respectfully urge you to support Senate Bill 90 and consider the broader impact of reducing 
mental health resources for our youth. Thank you for your time and consideration. 
 
Sincerely, 
Jacquelyn King  
 



 
To: House Finance         March 14, 2025 

RE: Operating Budget 

The partnership between local governments and the State remains as important as ever. Thank you for 
your continued efforts to meet the needs of Alaska’s cities and boroughs, who are providing such critical 
services to Alaskans.  

Please consider the following in your deliberations as it relates to the FY26 Operating, and to the extent 
that it applies to FY25. 
• Community Assistance – The budget includes the $30 million recapitalization for FY26, but does not 

address the deficit created in this fiscal year when the Governor vetoed FY25 recapitalization. If this 
isn’t addressed within this fiscal year, only $23.3 million (instead of $30 million) will be available for 
distribution next year. 

• PERS – We would argue that the amount of the State’s additional contribution of $79 million is 
insufficient to meet the obligations it has to address the net pension liability. The ARM board 
proposal only leaves the fund at 92% funded in 2039. 
o There is nothing in the budget to make up for lost earnings while the State was unable to accept 

employer contributions, the bulk of which are applied to the net pension liability. With layered 
amortization, these lost earnings are estimated to add to unfunded liability after 2039 of almost 
$100 million, as it compounds over time. 

• SRS – Since Congress has failed to reauthorize Secure Rural Schools, local governments will lose 
about $12 million in National Forest Receipts that are critical funding. This could be made up for by 
the Legislature, replacing the fund source with UGF as a backup contingent Congressional action. 

• Community Jails – This applies to about a dozen members, who are spending about $3.5 million 
more to provide these services than the State makes available to them. The budget was plussed up 
in subcommittee by about $500k, which is much appreciated, but still leaves that difference. 

• LEPCs - Currently, there is no baseline funding for LEPCs and these LEPCs are acting on an unfunded 
statutory mandate, and which has precipitated growing dormancy. Prior to a FY20 line item veto, the 
SERC had ~$200,000 - $300,000 in state appropriations to provide “baseline funding” that supports 
the various core activities of LEPCs. This veto is the subject of AML’s Resolution #2021-07.  

The following is a list of draft appropriations that seem consistent with AML member interests: 
• DCRA, OWL, VPSOs, AMHS, Code Blue 
• Human Services Community Matching Grants and Community Initiative Matching Grants  
• Child care assistance, senior benefits, and public assistance  
• DOT&PF abandoned vehicle removal and snow removal  
• Shared taxes 
• Local government debt reimbursement, a statutory obligation  
• School bond debt reimbursement is fully funded at $46 million. For reference, that obligation was 

$100 million six years ago, which reflects the impact of the moratorium 
• REAA and small municipal school district fund 

AML and members are mindful of the State’s continuing fiscal challenges, and the constraints you are 
working within.  We appreciate the delicate balance you must strike in balancing this budget, even as 
you remain aware of the gap between needs and available resources.  





 
 
 
 
 
 

 

	
March	14,	2025		
			
To:	the	Alaska	House	Finance	Committee,		

The	Alaska	Professional	Design	Council	(APDC)	is	a	non-profit	organization	
serving	as	the	voice	of	1,000	design	professionals	statewide.	Our	members	
include	licensed	professionals	committed	to	protecting	the	public's	health,	
safety,	and	welfare.	Together,	our	member	organizations	work	
collaboratively	to	represent	the	common	interests	of	Alaska's	design	
professionals	and	advocate	for	advancing	the	design	practices	represented.	
We	understand	that	the	House	Finance	Subcommittee	proposed	reducing	the	
Alaska	Native	Science	and	Engineering	Program’s	(ANSEP)	base	funding	last	
week.			

ANSEP	is	a	successful	Science,	Technology,	Engineering,	and	Mathematics	
(STEM)	program	and	is	vital	to	our	professions.			
As	employers	of	graduates	from	this	program,	we	find	that	it	creates	
individuals	with	higher	in-State	retention	rates.		As	these	individuals	stay	in	
the	State	and	grow,	their	success	strengthens	Alaska’s	workforce	and	helps	
to	grow	our	economy.	
We	urge	the	House	Finance	Committee	to	restore	full	state	funding	for	the	
ANSEP	program.			Thank	you	for	your	time	and	consideration.	

	

Sincerely,		
	

	
John	Pekar,	P.E.	

APDC	President	

Alaska 
Professional  
Design Council  
 
PO Box 240753 
Anchorage AK 99524  
AlaskaAPDC@gmail.com 

 
MEMBER SOCIETIES 
 
Alaska Society of 
Professional Engineers 
(ASPE) 
 
Alaska Society of 
Professional Land 
Surveyors (ASPLS) 
 
American Society of Civil 
Engineers, Alaska Section 
(ASCE) 
 
American Society of 
Landscape Architects, 
Alaska Chapter (ASLA) 
 
American Society of 
Interior Designers, Alaska 
Chapter (ASID) 
 
Structural Engineers, 
Alaska (SEAAK) 



Dear Chair Foster, Chair Josephson, Chair Scharge, and members of the Finance Committee, 

I am writing to express my deep concern about the critical issue of education funding in Alaska. 
As a School Board Member of the Delta Greely School District, I believe that the current level of 
funding is inadequate and jeopardizes the future of our children and our state. 

The Need for Increased Funding 

Alaska's education system has faced significant challenges due to years of underfunding. This 
has resulted in: 

• Larger class sizes: Students receive less individual attention, hindering their learning 
potential. 

• Outdated resources: Textbooks, technology, and other essential materials are often 
insufficient or obsolete. 

• Reduced programs: Schools have been forced to cut extracurricular activities, arts 
programs, and other valuable learning opportunities. 

• Difficulty attracting and retaining qualified teachers: Low salaries and lack of 
resources make it challenging to recruit and keep talented educators in Alaska. 

These issues have a direct impact on student achievement, graduation rates, and the overall 
quality of education in our state.  While we would love to see the $1808 increase to the BSA, I 
don’t honestly think that an agreement will support that number.  The Delta Greely School 
District would be appreciative of any increase to the BSA both inside and outside the BSA, 
however, to us one-time money equals one-time expenditures, we can’t balance our budget based 
off of that.   

The Importance of Inflation-Proofing 

It is crucial that education funding is not only increased but also protected from the effects of 
inflation. As the cost of living rises, the real value of education funding decreases, further 
exacerbating the challenges faced by our schools. Inflation-proofing will ensure that our schools 
have the resources they need to maintain their current programs and invest in improvements for 
the future. 

The Benefits of Predictable Funding 

Knowing the education budget a year in advance is essential for effective planning and decision-
making. Schools need to be able to: 

• Hire and retain qualified staff: Teachers and administrators need to have job security 
and know their roles for the upcoming year. 

• Develop curriculum and programs: Schools need time to plan and implement effective 
educational programs. 

• Allocate resources wisely: Predictable funding allows schools to make informed 
decisions about how to best use their resources. 



By providing schools with a clear picture of their funding for the following year, we can enable 
them to make strategic decisions that benefit our students. 

Accountability 

I know that everyone is concerned about accountability.  I would encourage and invited every 
member of the House and Senate to come visit our District.  You can see what great work our 
teachers, staff, and students are doing.  We have some of the highest test scores in the state.  We 
have a dynamite CTE program.  Our Homeschool program is one of the largest in the state.  We 
are maintaining a 70/30 split on education funding and have a reserve balance for the rainy day 
that will come.  We have found ways to partner with other school districts, as well as state and 
federal organizations.  We continue to look for grants to improve our district.  Our graduation 
rate for Delta High School is over 90%, our attendance rate is 93%, and our dropout rate is 1%.  
We believe in parental engagement and know that it is key to student success.  Our culinary class 
placed 19th in the Nation for Restaurant Management and our sports teams are competitive year 
after year.  We are doing good work in our district but in order to get to great work we need your 
help.  

Call to Action 

I urge you to take immediate action to address the urgent need for increased and inflation-
proofed education funding in Alaska. Additionally, please support legislation that would provide 
schools with budget predictability. By investing in education, we are investing in the future of 
Alaska. 

Thank you for your attention to this critical matter. 

Sincerely,  

Dana Mock 

 

 





PO Box 527  ~  Delta Junction, AK 99737-0527  ~  Phone (907)895-4657  ~  Fax (907)895-4246 

• Allocate resources efficiently to maximize student success. 

By providing schools with a clear and stable funding structure, we empower them to make strategic 
decisions that enhance learning opportunities for all students. 

Accountability 

I encourage and invite every member of the House and Senate to visit our district to witness firsthand 
the outstanding work being done by our teachers, staff, and students. The Delta Greely School District 
is proud to have some of the highest test scores in the state, a thriving career and technical education 
program, and robust homeschool programs. We maintain a responsible 70/30 funding split and have a 
reserve balance to ensure financial stability. Our strong partnerships with other districts and 
organizations and our continuous pursuit of grant opportunities enable us to enhance our offerings. 

Our attendance rate exceeds 92%, and our dropout rate is just 1%, demonstrating our commitment to 
student success. We also take great pride in fostering parental engagement, as well as in our students' 
accomplishments—such as our culinary class placing 19th in the nation for Restaurant Management. 
Our elementary school had 76% of our students as proficient or above on the spring 2024 mClass. Our 
goal is that every student is prepared to Employ, Enroll, or Enlist in their chosen career pathway after 
graduation.    

We are on a path to excellence, but with your support, we can achieve even greater things for our 
students and community. 

Call to Action 

I urge you to support a $1000 increase to the BSA and to prioritize inflation-proofed, predictable 
education funding. By making this commitment, we ensure that every child in Alaska has access to the 
high-quality education they deserve, setting them—and our state—up for a bright future. 

Thank you for your dedication to Alaska’s students and schools. Your support will make a lasting 
difference. 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Michael Lee 
Superintendent  
Delta Greely School District 
 



Dear Chair Foster, Chair Johnston, and members of the Finance Committee, 

I am writing to express my deep concern about the critical issue of education funding in Alaska. 
As a School Board Member of the Delta Greely School District, I believe that the current level of 
funding is inadequate and jeopardizes the future of our children and our state. 

The Need for Increased Funding 

Alaska's education system has faced significant challenges due to years of underfunding. This 
has resulted in: 

• Larger class sizes: Students receive less individual attention, hindering their learning 
potential. 

• Outdated resources: Textbooks, technology, and other essential materials are often 
insufficient or obsolete. 

• Reduced programs: Schools have been forced to cut extracurricular activities, arts 
programs, and other valuable learning opportunities. 

• Difficulty attracting and retaining qualified teachers: Low salaries and lack of 
resources make it challenging to recruit and keep talented educators in Alaska. 

These issues have a direct impact on student achievement, graduation rates, and the overall 
quality of education in our state.  While we would love to see the $1808 increase to the BSA, I 
don’t honestly think that an agreement will support that number.  The Delta Greely School 
District would be appreciative of any increase to the BSA both inside and outside the BSA, 
however, to us one-time money equals one-time expenditures, we can’t balance our budget based 
off of that.   

The Importance of Inflation-Proofing 

It is crucial that education funding is not only increased but also protected from the effects of 
inflation. As the cost of living rises, the real value of education funding decreases, further 
exacerbating the challenges faced by our schools. Inflation-proofing will ensure that our schools 
have the resources they need to maintain their current programs and invest in improvements for 
the future. 

The Benefits of Predictable Funding 

Knowing the education budget, a year in advance is essential for effective planning and decision-
making. Schools need to be able to: 

• Hire and retain qualified staff: Teachers and administrators need to have job security 
and know their roles for the upcoming year. 

• Develop curriculum and programs: Schools need time to plan and implement effective 
educational programs. 

• Allocate resources wisely: Predictable funding allows schools to make informed 
decisions about how to best use their resources. 



By providing schools with a clear picture of their funding for the following year, we can enable 
them to make strategic decisions that benefit our students. 

Accountability 

I know that everyone is concerned about accountability.  I would encourage and invited every 
member of the House and Senate to come visit our District.  You can see what great work our 
teachers, staff, and students are doing.  We have some of the highest test scores in the state.  We 
have a dynamite CTE program.  Our Homeschool program is one of the largest in the state.  We 
are maintaining a 70/30 split on education funding and have a reserve balance for the rainy day 
that will come.  We have found ways to partner with other school districts, as well as state and 
federal organizations.  We continue to look for grants to improve our district.  Our graduation 
rate for Delta High School is over 90%, our attendance rate is 93%, and our dropout rate is 1%.  
We believe in parental engagement and know that it is key to student success.  Our culinary class 
placed 19th in the Nation for Restaurant Management and our sports teams are competitive year 
after year.  We are doing good work in our district but in order to get to great work we need your 
help.  

Call to Action 

I urge you to take immediate action to address the urgent need for increased and inflation-
proofed education funding in Alaska. Additionally, please support legislation that would provide 
schools with budget predictability. By investing in education, we are investing in the future of 
Alaska. 

Thank you for your attention to this critical matter. 

Sincerely,  

 

 

Dana Mock 

 

 



    

                 

                

              

 

                 

              

                  

          

                   

           

    

                

               

             

                  

         

              

                     

                

                  

              

                

                

        

             

 















































 

  

 

   
 

March 13, 2025 

Alaska Senate & House Finance Committees 
Alaska State Capitol 
Juneau, AK 99801 
 
Sent electronically to Senate.Finance.Committee@akleg.gov and House.Finance@akleg.gov 

Dear Senate and House Finance Committees, 

Alaska faces many unique challenges, public safety not being an exception to this. Alaskans are 
faced with unsafe situations with many communities without any law enforcement coupled with 
alarming high rates of crimes such as domestic violence, sexual assault, missing and murdered 
Indigenous people (MMIP), and more. American Indian and Alaska Native people continue to 
experience some of the highest rates of violence in the nation, including the highest rates of 
incarceration.   

The Department of Public Safety (DPS) funding has seen increases in recent budgets, including 
new Village Public Safety Officer (VPSO) positions, which has been highly needed to make up 
for the drastic cuts in the past which eliminated many VPSO positions, leaving many villages 
without any public safety. However, there are still many communities across Alaska who still lack 
any public safety presence.  

We are writing to encourage ten new VPSO positions in the state budget, which is in line with 
recent budgets and continued funding of the four MMIP investigators. It is vitally important that 
our communities have access to public safety no matter where they live as we should all have the 
right to feel safe in our own homes and communities.  

We also encourage the continuation of building stronger relationships with our Tribes and seek 
additional options and opportunities to partner with our Tribal and Village Police. For thousands 
of years our Tribes operated successful criminal justice system and tribal courts that were heavily 
focused on restorative justice, keeping our communities whole while also holding people 
accountable for their actions. Each village and community have laws in place that uphold their 
traditional values and has experience in carrying out their laws. The systems that are currently in 
place are not affording our communities to carry out their traditional laws that kept our people safe 
for thousands of years. The complicated jurisdictional system is leaving many people without any 
public safety and slower response times due to the nature of our rural state. We must be able to 
partner, create better support systems, and help establish funding for all state, federal and tribal 
police.  

Additionally, at the 2024 Annual AFN Convention the AFN membership including 177 federally 
recognized Tribes, 154 village corporations, 9 regional corporations and 9 regional nonprofits and 
Tribal consortiums, unanimously passed a resolution which requests the State of Alaska to create 



 

  

 

   
 

a Task Force comprised of Tribal, Alaska Native Corporations and State Leaders to address the 
public safety needs in Alaska, including the review of Public Law 280.  

We understand the state is facing a difficult budget and budget shortfall. Even with this in mind, 
public safety cannot fall by the wayside. We cannot put a price on the safety of Alaskans, and no 
matter where they live everyone needs to have access to public safety. We implore you to ensure 
that our rural communities that continue to lack public safety are on the top of the priority list for 
any DPS funding.  

We respectfully request your continued expansion of funding to support rural public safety and 
build greater partnerships with our Tribal governments and communities to build a strong public 
safety system.  

Sincerely, 

 

Benjamin Mallott 
President 
 

Cc: Commissioner James Cockrell 

 

 

 





KASHUNAMIUT SCHOOL DISTRICT
985 KSD WAY

CHEVAK, AK 99563
 Phone (907) 858-7713 

         Fax  (907) 858-7328

February 15, 2025

Alaska State Legislature
Juneau, AK 99801

ATTN: Alaska State Senators & Representatives

This letter supports Alaska EXCEL. Kashunamiut School District (KASD) acknowledges the 
positive effects the program has had on young Alaskan Native people in the Yukon-
Kuskokwim, Yukon Koyukuk, and North Slope regions of Alaska.

This highly successful program provides supplementary academic and technical training to 
middle and high school students residing in Alaska’s remote villages (not connected to the 
main road system). Students fly from their respective villages and school sites to the Alaska 
EXCEL building, currently located at Alaska Pacific University, for short intensive training 
sessions throughout the calendar year. The length of the session varies depending on the 
student's age and the type of training being received. Program data displays a significant 
increase in the high school graduation rate (nearly 95%) for those students attending, as well 
as many students entering postsecondary training institutions, certificated programs, or going 
directly into Alaska’s workforce. Alaska EXCEL’s value to students in the remote regions of 
Alaska is priceless. 

Alaska EXCEL student enrollment has increased significantly since its inception in 2014. In 
its first year of operation, four school districts in the Calista region opted to send 16 students 
to EXCEL. By 2024, 12 school districts across rural Alaska were actively sending students, 
for a total enrollment of 902 students, impacting 545 individual students. To understand the 
importance of Alaska EXCEL to the students, KASD filled 46 of the 902 slots with a 
95% completion rate. Many students benefit from the value Alaska EXCEL offers and 
choose to attend multiple sessions per year. In 2024, EXCEL students earned 797 high 
school credits, 440 industry-related work-ready certificates, and 45 UA college credits.

Kashunamiut School District fully supports Alaska EXCEL and its 2025 Capital Project. 

Sincerely,













February 15, 2025 

Alaska State Legislature 

Juneau, AK 99801 

ATTN: Alaska State Senators & Representatives 

This letter supports the Alaska EXCEL program. Yupiit School District (YSD} acknowledges 

the positive effects the program has had on young Alaskan Native people in the Yukon-

Kuskokwim, Yukon Koyukuk, and North Slope regions of Alaska. 

This highly successful program provides supplementary academic and technical training 

to middle and high school students residing in Alaska's remote villages (not connected to 

the main road system}. Students fly from their respective villages and school sites to the 

Alaska EXCEL building, currently located at Alaska Pacific University, for short intensive 

training sessions throughout the calendar year. The length of the session varies depending 

on the student's age and the type of training being received. Program data displays a 

significant increase in the high school graduation rate (nearly 95%) for those students 

attending, as well as many students entering postsecondary training institutions, 

certificated programs, or going directly into Alaska's workforce. Alaska EXCEL's value to 

students in the remote regions of Alaska is priceless. 

Alaska EXCEL student enrollment has increased significantly since its inception in 2014. In 

its first year of operation, four school districts in the Calista region opted to send 16 

students to EXCEL. By 2024, 12 school districts across rural Alaska were actively sending 

students, for a total enrollment of 902 students, impacting 545 individual students. To 

understand the importance of Alaska EXCEL to the students, YSD filled 121 of the 902 

slots with a 95% completion rate. Many students benefit from the value Alaska EXCEL 

offers and choose to attend multiple sessions per year. In 2024, EXCEL students earned 

797 high school credits, 440 industry-related work-ready certificates, and 45 UA college 

credits. 

Yupiit School District fully supports Alaska EXCEL and it's 2025 Capital Project. 

Sincerely, 
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My Name is Mark Roseberry and I live in Utqiagvik and I am writing to support the funding 
of Alaska EXCEL programs.  

Alaska EXCEL provides essential academic and career training to over 500 students 
annually, equipping them with the skills and confidence to succeed in high school, post-
secondary education, and the workforce. Without state funding, it will be challenging to 
maintain the support and opportunities our rural students need to thrive. 

Alaska EXCEL has provided the following services to students: 

• Alaska EXCEL programs supported our North Slope region by serving over 200
students since 2017, offering foundational courses that prepared students for 
academic success, developer career plans and necessary life skills. Some of our 
students continued with EXCEL career focused sessions and earned industry 
certifications 

• North Slope students were able to join students throughout the state in earning
valuable academic and career certifications, preparing them for post-secondary 
education and the workforce and networking opportunities to make life-long 
friends and state-wide connections.   

• Students graduate with necessary skills to enter the workforce or go to college.
Most students choose to go to enter the workforce after high school. 

• Alaska EXCEL strengthens Alaska’s workforce by increasing graduation and
preparing students for life after high school. 

• 92% of EXCEL's alumni live in Alaska and either work, attend college, trade school
or have joined the military. 

• Last school year, EXCEL students earned 390 industry-related certificates and
licenses. 

• Last school year, EXCEL students earned over 850 high school credits through the
EXCEL sessions. 

Thank you for your funding consideration in supporting the career educational needs of our 
rural students who have limited access to high quality Career programs.  

Mark Roseberry- Utqiagvik resident 





















































































































February 15, 2025 
 
Alaska State Legislature 
Juneau, AK 99801 
 
ATTN: Alaska State Senators & Representatives 
 
This letter supports the Capital Project Alaska EXCEL is presenting to the Alaska State 
Legislature. We acknowledge the positive effects the program has had on young Alaskan 
Native people in the Yukon-Kuskokwim, Yukon Koyukuk, and North Slope regions of Alaska. 
 
This highly successful program provides supplementary academic and technical training to 
middle and high school students residing in Alaska’s remote villages (not connected to the 
main road system). Students fly from their respective villages and school sites to the 
Alaska EXCEL building, currently located at Alaska Pacific University, for short intensive 
training sessions throughout the calendar year. The length of the session varies depending 
on the student's age and the type of training being received. Program data displays a 
significant increase in the high school graduation rate (nearly 95%) for those students 
attending, as well as many students entering postsecondary training institutions, 
certificated programs, or going directly into Alaska’s workforce. Alaska EXCEL’s value to 
students in the remote regions of Alaska is priceless. 
 
Alaska EXCEL student enrollment has increased significantly since its inception in 2014. In 
its first year of operation, four school districts in the Calista region opted to send 16 
students to EXCEL. By 2024, 12 school districts across rural Alaska were actively sending 
students, for a total enrollment of 902 students, impacting 545 individual students. Many 
students benefit from the value Alaska EXCEL offers and choose to attend multiple 
sessions per year. In 2024, EXCEL students earned 797 high school credits, 440 industry-
related work-ready certificates, and 45 UA college credits. 
 
Calista Brice has been a long-time supporter of Excel and a beneficiary of their rural 
program graduates for internships and employment in our companies. We fully support 
Alaska EXCEL and it’s 2025 Capital Project.  
 
Please don’t hesitate to contact me if I can provide any further information regarding the 
above. 
. 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Sam Robert Brice, President 
Calista Brice LLC 
301 Cushman St., Ste 200 
Fairbanks, AK 99701 







Alaska State Legislature       February 25, 2025 
Juneau, AK 99801 
 
ATTN: Alaska State Senators & Representatives 
 
This letter supports the Capital Project Alaska EXCEL is presenting to the Alaska State 
Legislature. We acknowledge the program's positive eQects on young Alaskan Native 
people in the Yukon-Kuskokwim, Yukon Koyukuk, and North Slope regions. 
 
As a 44-year resident of Alaska, a 26-year Alaska State Trooper pilot, vessel captain of the 
Department of Public Safety vessels patrolling this great state, and Alaska State Trooper 
Commander responsible for the Western villages of Alaska, I oversaw the Village Public 
Safety OQicer Program. I have lived and raised a family in rural communities. Throughout 
my career, I visited most Western, Northern, Southeast, and Arctic Slope villages. I have 
amassed extensive knowledge of the issues and challenges concerning the safety of our 
rural communities in these Areas. Over the last 12 years, I have collaborated with Native 
non-profits, school districts, and the Alaska Excel Program to provide public safety youth 
programs, introducing career opportunities within Alaska for our Native youth. 
 
This highly successful program provides supplementary academic and technical training to 
middle and high school students residing in Alaska’s remote villages (not connected to the 
central road system). Students fly from their respective villages and school sites to the 
Alaska EXCEL building at Alaska Pacific University for short intensive training sessions 
throughout the calendar year. The length of the session varies depending on the student's 
age and the type of training being received. Program data displays a significant increase in 
the high school graduation rate (nearly 95%) for those students attending, as well as many 
students entering postsecondary training institutions, certificated programs, or going 
directly into Alaska’s workforce. Alaska EXCEL’s value to students in the remote regions of 
Alaska is priceless. 
 
Alaska EXCEL student enrollment has increased significantly since its inception in 2014. In 
its first year of operation, four school districts in the Calista region opted to send 16 
students to EXCEL. By 2024, 12 school districts across rural Alaska were actively sending 
students, for a total enrollment of 902, impacting 545 individual students. Many students 
benefit from the value Alaska EXCEL oQers and choose to attend multiple sessions per 
year. In 2024, EXCEL students earned 797 high school credits, 440 industry-related work-
ready certificates, and 45 UA college credits. 
 
I fully support Alaska EXCEL and its 2025 Capital Project.  
. 
Sincerely  
 
 
Steven Arlow/Retired Captain Alaska State Troopers 



 
 
 
Feb 15, 2025 
 
Alaska State Legislature   
Juneau, AK 99801   
 
ATTN: Alaska State Senators & Representatives 
 
On behalf of Swoop Aviation, I am writing in full support of Alaska EXCEL’s 2025 Capital Project. As 
an aviation-focused organization dedicated to workforce development, we recognize the critical 
role Alaska EXCEL plays in providing high-quality academic and technical training to students 
from some of the most remote regions of our state.   
 
This highly successful program serves middle and high school students from villages not 
connected to Alaska’s road system, flying them from their communities to intensive training 
sessions at the Alaska EXCEL facility, currently located at Alaska Pacific University. These training 
sessions, varying in length based on age and course type, provide hands-on experience in career 
pathways such as aviation, construction, healthcare, and other high-demand industries.   
 
The impact of Alaska EXCEL on rural education and workforce readiness is undeniable. Since its 
launch in 2014, enrollment has grown significantly—from 16 students across four school districts 
to 902 students from 12 districts in 2024. Last year alone, students earned 797 high school 
credits, 440 industry certifications, and 45 University of Alaska college credits. More importantly, 
Alaska EXCEL has contributed to a nearly 95% high school graduation rate among its participants, 
with many students pursuing postsecondary education, vocational training, or entering Alaska’s 
workforce.   
 
As aviation professionals, we understand the importance of hands-on technical training, 
particularly in rural communities where career pathways can be limited. Alaska EXCEL is a proven 
program that prepares young Alaskans for success, and its continued growth is essential to 
strengthening our workforce and economy.   
 
We strongly urge your support for Alaska EXCEL’s 2025 Capital Project.   
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Jamie Klaes 
Owner & Operator  
Swoop Aviation   
907-699-8926 





KASHUNAMIUT SCHOOL DISTRICT
985 KSD WAY

CHEVAK, AK 99563
 Phone (907) 858-7713 

         Fax  (907) 858-7328

February 15, 2025

Alaska State Legislature
Juneau, AK 99801

ATTN: Alaska State Senators & Representatives

This letter supports Alaska EXCEL. Kashunamiut School District (KASD) acknowledges the 
positive effects the program has had on young Alaskan Native people in the Yukon-
Kuskokwim, Yukon Koyukuk, and North Slope regions of Alaska.

This highly successful program provides supplementary academic and technical training to 
middle and high school students residing in Alaska’s remote villages (not connected to the 
main road system). Students fly from their respective villages and school sites to the Alaska 
EXCEL building, currently located at Alaska Pacific University, for short intensive training 
sessions throughout the calendar year. The length of the session varies depending on the 
student's age and the type of training being received. Program data displays a significant 
increase in the high school graduation rate (nearly 95%) for those students attending, as well 
as many students entering postsecondary training institutions, certificated programs, or going 
directly into Alaska’s workforce. Alaska EXCEL’s value to students in the remote regions of 
Alaska is priceless. 

Alaska EXCEL student enrollment has increased significantly since its inception in 2014. In 
its first year of operation, four school districts in the Calista region opted to send 16 students 
to EXCEL. By 2024, 12 school districts across rural Alaska were actively sending students, 
for a total enrollment of 902 students, impacting 545 individual students. To understand the 
importance of Alaska EXCEL to the students, KASD filled 46 of the 902 slots with a 
95% completion rate. Many students benefit from the value Alaska EXCEL offers and 
choose to attend multiple sessions per year. In 2024, EXCEL students earned 797 high 
school credits, 440 industry-related work-ready certificates, and 45 UA college credits.

Kashunamiut School District fully supports Alaska EXCEL and its 2025 Capital Project. 

Sincerely,













February 15, 2025 

Alaska State Legislature 

Juneau, AK 99801 

ATTN: Alaska State Senators & Representatives 

This letter supports the Alaska EXCEL program. Yupiit School District (YSD} acknowledges 

the positive effects the program has had on young Alaskan Native people in the Yukon-

Kuskokwim, Yukon Koyukuk, and North Slope regions of Alaska. 

This highly successful program provides supplementary academic and technical training 

to middle and high school students residing in Alaska's remote villages (not connected to 

the main road system}. Students fly from their respective villages and school sites to the 

Alaska EXCEL building, currently located at Alaska Pacific University, for short intensive 

training sessions throughout the calendar year. The length of the session varies depending 

on the student's age and the type of training being received. Program data displays a 

significant increase in the high school graduation rate (nearly 95%) for those students 

attending, as well as many students entering postsecondary training institutions, 

certificated programs, or going directly into Alaska's workforce. Alaska EXCEL's value to 

students in the remote regions of Alaska is priceless. 

Alaska EXCEL student enrollment has increased significantly since its inception in 2014. In 

its first year of operation, four school districts in the Calista region opted to send 16 

students to EXCEL. By 2024, 12 school districts across rural Alaska were actively sending 

students, for a total enrollment of 902 students, impacting 545 individual students. To 

understand the importance of Alaska EXCEL to the students, YSD filled 121 of the 902 

slots with a 95% completion rate. Many students benefit from the value Alaska EXCEL 

offers and choose to attend multiple sessions per year. In 2024, EXCEL students earned 

797 high school credits, 440 industry-related work-ready certificates, and 45 UA college 

credits. 

Yupiit School District fully supports Alaska EXCEL and it's 2025 Capital Project. 

Sincerely, 

,t,�;dvr�J 
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--





















Nadezhda Shcheglova 
2201 Romig Place app 301 
Anchorage, Alaska, 99503 
shcheglovanadezhda001@gmail.com 
907-350-3711 

03/13/2025 

To The House Finance Committee of the Alaska State Legislature, 

I am writing to express my heartfelt appreciation for the invaluable opportunity that my child has had to 
participate in the Alaska Native Science and Engineering Program (ANSEP) at the University of Alaska Anchorage. 
This program has provided my daughter with a unique and transformative educational experience that has not only 
expanded her knowledge but has also instilled a deep sense of pride and connection to the future of our state. 

As a parent, I am continually impressed by the dedication of the ANSEP team and their commitment to 
providing an environment where students can thrive academically, professionally, and personally. The resources, 
mentorship, and hands-on experiences that are a hallmark of this program have inspired my child to dream bigger 
and work harder toward achieving her goals. It is truly a gift to see my child so empowered, motivated, and prepared 
for the challenges and opportunities that lie ahead. 

However, I recognize that such an important program relies on sustained funding and support. The continued 
success and growth of ANSEP are crucial to the future of Alaska's Native youth, their families, and our broader 
communities. The program not only equips students with the skills necessary for success in STEM fields but also 
provides a vital pathway for our young people to become leaders, role models, and innovators for the future of 
Alaska. 

The funding incentives provided by the government for ANSEP are essential in ensuring that this program 
continues to serve and inspire generations of students. These investments contribute directly to the educational and 
economic prosperity of Alaska, and they help secure a brighter future for our youth and their families. Without this 
support, many talented and capable students may lose access to the opportunities that ANSEP provides, which 
would have a lasting negative impact on our communities. 

I respectfully urge you to continue to support and prioritize funding for the ANSEP. The program has proven 
to be an invaluable resource for our youth, and I believe it is vital for the continued success of our families, 
communities, and the future of Alaska as a whole. 

Thank you for your attention to this matter and for your ongoing support of ANSEP and its mission. 

 
 

Sincerely, 
 

Nadezhda Shcheglova 
 

 

 





     
PO Box 91054 

    Anchorage, AK 99509    
    907-688-0163 
 
 

March 12, 2025 

Re: $5.5M increment for Alaska Children’s Alliance/Child Advocacy Centers   

Dear House Finance Committee members,  

My name is Mari Mukai. I live in Anchorage and am the Executive Director of the Alaska Children’s Alliance. We 

are the statewide membership organization for Alaska’s Child Advocacy Centers, also known as CACs. I am 

writing to express support for the $5.5M increment to CACs under DFCS in the FY26 operating budget. 

Alaska consistently struggles with some of the nation’s highest rates of child abuse, and CACs are a critical part of 

the frontline response to the most serious abuse cases. Last year, Alaska’s CACs served 2,061 children who had 

been referred by law enforcement and/or the Office of Children’s Services for concerns of sexual abuse, felony level 

physical abuse, and/or witnessing violent crimes. Because a CAC was involved, these children had access to a 

trauma-informed, developmentally appropriate facility; to specialized forensic services; to more efficient and 

streamlined investigations; to victim advocacy throughout the life of their case; and a greater opportunity to seek 

justice for the crimes that had been committed against them. 

As you may know, the work of CACs has recently been in jeopardy due to the anticipated loss of federal funds in 

FY26, which accounts for half of the overall budget. I would again like to commend the Committee for the $5.5M 

increment for the CACs, which would fill this anticipated gap. This funding would allow our programs to maintain 

current service levels and to continue the daily work of holding offenders accountable and supporting child victims 

of abuse. 

Thank you for your leadership in making Alaska a stronger and safer place for us all. 

Respectfully, 

 

 

Mari Mukai 

Executive Director 

Alaska Children’s Alliance 

akchildrensalliance@gmail.com  

907-688-0163 

www.alaskachildrensalliance.org  
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Helen Ph l ips

From: Steve Meckel 
Sent: Thursday, March 13, 2025 5:21 PM
To: House Finance
Subject: Funding for Child Advocacy Centers in Alaska

Dear Members of the House Finance Committee, 

The well-being of Alaska's most vulnerable children depends on the vital services provided by our state's 
Child Advocacy Centers (CACs). These centers serve as a crucial lifeline for children who have 
experienced abuse, offering a safe, child-friendly environment where they can begin the healing process. 

CACs minimize trauma by coordinating investigations and providing essential support services under 
one roof. This multidisciplinary approach, involving law enforcement, child protective services, medical 
professionals, and mental health experts, streamlines the process, reducing the number of times a child 
must recount their traumatic experience. This not only improves case outcomes and prosecution rates 
but also ensures children receive critical medical and mental health care. 

I urge you to prioritize funding for Child Advocacy Centers in the upcoming budget. Your support will 
directly impact the lives of Alaska's children, ensuring their safety and fostering their long-term healing. 

Thank you for your consideration of this critical request. 

Sincerely, 

Steven Meckel 

 
 
 
 
--  
Steve Meckel 




