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SB 18 Strikes A Compromise
� 90-day first session, 120-day second session

� In 2006 voters passed Ballot Measure #1, reducing the 
legislative sessions to 90 days.

� BM#1 passed by a margin of 50.8% in favor, in what � BM#1 passed by a margin of 50.8% in favor, in what 
was a notable low voter turnout.
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The 90-Day Session vote passed by 
3,843 votes.

There were 238,307 total cards cast 
(voters) statewide during the 2006 
general election.

There were 231,507 total cards cast 

There were 6,800 people who took a 
ballot, but didn’t vote on BM#1.

There were 231,507 total cards cast 
(voters) statewide on BM#1 
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Nonetheless, a vote is a vote, and majority rules.  
So, we’ve tried it.  

This year will be the 4th session the Legislature has 
worked under a 90-day limit since that vote took worked under a 90-day limit since that vote took 

place.

However, the best interests of Alaskans are not 
being served, nor are the arguments made to 
support passing BM#1 in the first place being 

proven valid.
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Arguments Made In Favor of Shortening the Session

1) Reduce the cost of government.
2) 27 other states had shorter sessions than Alaska.
3) Legislation to shorten the session had been 

introduced 24 times since 1990 with no action introduced 24 times since 1990 with no action 
taken.

4) Less time in Juneau would reduce time away from 
home, family, private sector work, etc, and thus 
incentivize more quality individuals to run for 
office.
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Reducing the Cost of Government

Specifically in the election pamphlet it was stated that “we save 30 
days of per diem and expenses of operation of the legislature -
paper, copy costs, transportation, etc.”

Actual session costs have been reduced, but the overall operating 
budget of the Legislature has increased.budget of the Legislature has increased.

Legislative salaries, session per diem, and travel expenses have 
increased, and much of it accrues throughout the year, not just 
during session.

Following our first 90-day regular session, there were two 30-day 
special sessions in 2008.  There has also been an increase in 
traveling roadshow-style interim committee hearings.
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Basically, the money expected to be “saved” was put aside in 
anticipation of increased special sessions  and interim costs.

The fiscal note didn’t say it won’t cost anything.  Rather that the 
costs will be absorbed by the existing budget.  It has been built 
into the base.  No new appropriation is necessary.
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The roughly $50 million spent to operate 
the Legislative (“People’s”) Branch of 
government is a drop in the bucket 

The “savings” represent about 2% of the 
Legislature’s total operating budget.

government is a drop in the bucket 
compared to the approx. $10 billion spent 
by the executive branch agencies. 
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Point #1
There is not a significant, if any, cost “savings” 

(reduction in the cost of government) by 
maintaining a 90-day legislative session.
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Point #2
What about there being so many other 

states limiting the duration of their 
legislative sessions?

Very common question.
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“27 OTHER STATES HAVE SESSIONS SHORTER THAN ALASKA’S
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Methods By Which Legislative Sessions Are Limited
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Every state is different, unique and has 
its own reasons for choosing to operate 
its legislature the way it does.

Similarly, Alaska is known as a do-it-
yourself type state, so in this case 
why not say..
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Point #2
Who cares what the other states are doing?

We’re in the middle of the road on this issue, We’re in the middle of the road on this issue, 
and SB 18 moves us even closer to the 

middle.
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Point #3
But legislation was introduced 24 times 

since 1990 in an effort to shorten the since 1990 in an effort to shorten the 
session, and each attempt failed.
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Legislation that has no likelihood of passing is 
introduced almost every day of session.

The Legislature has the prerogative to act or not act on any issue, The Legislature has the prerogative to act or not act on any issue, 
and there are always more issues than there are actions.  
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Legislation that has no likelihood of passing is 
introduced almost every day of session.

Perennial Issues:Perennial Issues:

Abortion
Move the Capitol
Oil & Gas Taxation

Subsistence
Coastal Zone Management

School Truancy
Mining Taxes

Etc etc
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Point #3
By the reasoning of this argument supporting BM#1, By the reasoning of this argument supporting BM#1, 

should any bill that fails to pass the Legislature after X 
number of attempts be automatically forwarded to 

the ballot box for a vote?
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Point #3
It is not a valid argument to say something should It is not a valid argument to say something should 

become law simply because the Legislature has 
consistently chosen not to make it a law on its own.
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Point #4
A shorter session means less time away from home, 

away from family, away from work in the private 
sector, etc, and thus will incent more “competition” sector, etc, and thus will incent more “competition” 

between quality individuals to run for office. 
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Point #4
Since the 2006 vote to shorten the legislative sessions, 
the candidate pool has shrunken 20%; the opposite of 

what was argued in favor of passing BM#1 . what was argued in favor of passing BM#1 . 
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Other considerations to restore a 120-day session:

1. Public testimony & the deliberative process

2. Staff workloads

3. House Subcommittee Evaluation Survey3. House Subcommittee Evaluation Survey

4. Balance  of Power – Executive Branch
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90-Day First Session 120-Day Second Session

Senator Gary Stevens
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