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SPONSOR STATEMENT

SB 38 – AN ACT EXTENDING THE TERMINATION OF THE STATE MEDICAL BOARD; AND PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE
SB 38 extends the sunset of the State Medical Board until June 30, 2020.  The Legislative Auditor has concluded that the State Medical Board is serving the public’s interest and should continue its statutory obligation by effectively licensing and regulating the occupations under its purview.

The occupations licensed and regulated by the State Medical Board include osteopaths, podiatrists, physicians, physician assistants, and paramedics.  The Board serves the public interest by establishing the minimum education and work experience requirements that individuals must meet to become licensed in the aforementioned professions.  The Board further serves the public interest by investigating complaints against licensed professional and taking disciplinary action when appropriate.  

The Board currently consists of five physicians, one physician assistant, and two persons with no direct financial interest in the health care industry.

The Board has consistently proven to be an efficient and effective licensing board and I ask for your support in the passage of this bill.

