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March 16, 2010 

 
Representative Kyle Johansen 
State of Alaska  
Capitol Building Room 114 
Juneau, Alaska 99811 
 
RE: Support for HJR 20-“Urging the President of the United States, the United States Congress, and 
the Secretary of the United States Department of Agriculture not to implement protection of the 
inventoried roadless areas under the “roadless rule” or otherwise restrict the development of 
necessary hydroelectric projects in the Tongass National Forest and the Chugach National Forest.” 
 
Dear Representative Johansen; 
 
Southeast Alaska is an archipelago with more than a thousand rugged, forested islands harboring 
isolated villages which are scattered across its 500 mile length and are accessible only by boat or 
small plane.  More than 90% of that land is owned and governed by the Federal Government.  The 
people of Southeast Alaska are a hearty bunch of folks and are able to overcome many obstacles; 
however they must have access to land to survive. 
 
Southeast Conference is a regional, nonprofit corporation that advances the collective interest of 
the people, communities and businesses in Southeast Alaska. Members include municipalities, 
native corporations and village councils, regional and local businesses, civic organizations and 
individuals throughout the region.  Our goal is to support policies that promote strong economies, 
healthy communities, and a quality environment. We are the State-designated Alaska Regional 
Development Organization (ARDOR), the federally-designated Economic Development District 
(EDD), and the Governing Board for the Resource Conservation and Development Council (RC&D) 
for Southeast Alaska. Each of these designations requires Southeast Conference to take an active 
role in regional resource management and economic development planning.  Our relationship with 
our members gives us the advantage of speaking with a unified voice in support of legislation or 
policy that will be for the betterment of our region.   
 
In the past 10 years Southeast Conference in partnership with many other agencies and 
organizations have put an extensive amount of effort into the development of affordable, self 
sustaining, renewable “green” energy projects in our region. And it is fairly obvious that with the 
federal government controlling such vast amounts of the region and the energy resources within, that land 
access is a critical issue. And it is equally obvious that during these past few years, the forest was 

adequately protected during development of energy resources without the roadless enforcement. We 
have managed to develop several major hydro projects that are providing affordable renewable 
“green” energy to a portion of our people.  Unfortunately we still have entire communities paying 
up to ninety cents a kilowatt hour for electricity.  Our small businesses are the hardest hit and as 
you know, that has quite a ripple effect in these communities.   
 
Lack of access to land and the paralyzing permitting process of the federal government are killing 
our communities.  People are not able to heat their homes and turn on their lights much less start or 



 

P . O .  B o x  2 1 9 8 9  6 1 2  W .  W i l l o u g h b y  A v e n u e ,  S u i t e  B ,  J u n e a u  A l a s k a  9 9 8 0 2  
( 9 0 7 )  5 2 3 - 2 3 1 0  ( 9 0 7 )  4 6 3 - 5 6 7 0  F a x  i n f o @ s e c o n f e r e n c e . o r g  

w w w . s e c o n f e r e n c e . o r g  

~ 2 ~ 

maintain a business. The financial obligation to heat schools or community buildings is crippling in 
these communities.  Jobs are at a premium and there is no good news in sight.   
 
As the government in Washington DC, environmental groups, and the courts continue to lock us out 
of our national forest our people in Southeast Alaska are being forced to leave the place they have 
called home for hundreds of years in order to survive. 
 
The Obama administration has set a goal of having 25% of the energy generated in the US come 
from renewal, “green”, resources by 2025. Alaska, through our Energy Policy passed by the 
legislature in 2010, has a goal of 50% by 2025.   As it stands now 14 out of 15 hydroelectric projects 
in the Tongass National Forest and Chugach National Forest are subject to the protection of 
inventoried roadless areas under 36 C.F.R. 294.10-294.18 (“roadless rule”) and will require 
approval by the Secretary of the US Department of Agriculture. Any attempt to develop a biomass 
infrastructure would be impossible with the current restrictions on the Tongass, thus road blocking 
any efforts made toward those goals. 
 
The Obama administration has, on many occasions, promised jobs for the people of our country.  It 
is time for this administration to set aside the zealous opinions of outside environmental groups 
and fulfill that promise.  Exempt the Tongass and Chugach National Forest from the roadless rule 
and open these public lands for responsible resource development and allow the people that live 
here the opportunity to have affordable, “green” energy and a thriving economy.   
 
Sincerely, 

 
Shelly Wright 

Executive Director 

 

CC:  Senator Lisa Murkowski 

 Senator Mark Begich 

 Congressman Don Young 


