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National Observer Program

Electronic Technologies

 At-a-Glance

Fisheries Data Collection:
Observers and Electronic Monitoring
KEY ATTRIBUTES

Observers
• Are biologists who have completed three

training, and collect data alongside the
captain and crew.

•

• Review safety equipment via a checklist 
-

dated or expired equipment.

• -
gency safety procedures.

• Interact with captains and crew to obtain
trip- or haul-level

• Provide trip

catch data in a

usually upon
landing.

Electronic Monitoring
• R

• C
but requires proper maintenance,

• C
data points for analysis.

• Typically requires shoreside review of
images to produce usable data.

• M -
-

dling to capture images.

• Eliminates the need
for berthing accom-

observers, and
does not require
review of safety
checklists.

DATA ELEMENTS COLLECTED

Catch Observers Electronic
Monitoring

Bycatch, Length*, Aggregate Weight*, Individual Weight*, Species or 

Other

Weather and Environmental Data, Economic Data

many EM programs (e.g., measuring strips, scales).  
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