he -~ Bl e i emets
SRLRAND  LAAUANSEALE R ALALAL LA AN R I T

AARP Alaska LT 1:866-227.7447
3601CStreet . F ' 907-341-2270
Suite 1420 s TTY 1-877-434-7598
Anchorage, AK 99503 -WWW.agrp.org/ak

March 14, 2011

The Honorable Kurt Olson, Chajr
House State Affairs Committee
Alaska State Capitol, Room 24
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182

Dear Chair Olson:

HB 24 (Olson)—Support

On behalf of the AARP members in Alaska, we encourage you and your colleagues on the House
Labor and Commerce Committee to support HB 24, which you authored. HB 24 would extend the
life of the Regulatory Commission of Alaska (RCA) for two years. AARP would support an even
longer authorization if possible.

AARP relies on the RCA because it offers our members and all Alaskans the best opportunity to
achieve basic consumer protections:
* The ability to make informed choices about utility services
* The secunty of safe and reliable energy and telecommunications services
» The assurance that sales practices and advertisements are fair, so they do not confuse,
mislead, or frighten the public i
¢ The reassurance that consumers receive accurate information, communicated clearly and in
plain language, so we understand our rights and remedies

The RCA assures consumers the right to affordable rates and access to such basic necessary services
as utilities and communications. We rely on the Attorney General to represent consumers on cases
before the RCA. AARP families need HB 24; all Alaskans need this bill.

AARP recommends an “AYE” vote on HB 24.

Should you have any questions about our position, please feel free to contact me (586-3637) or
Patrick Luby, AARP Advocacy Director (907-762-33 14).

Jennie Chin Hansen, President
HEALTH / FINANCES / CONNECTING / GIVING / ENJOYING Addison Barry Rand, Chief Executive Officer
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Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

s Gk
Marie Darlin, Coordinator
AARP Capital City Task Force
415 Willoughby Avenue, Apt. 506
Junean, AK 99801

586-3637 (voice)
463-3580 (fax)

CC:  Vice-Chair Craig Johnson
Representative Dan Saddler
Representative Paul Seaton
Representative Steve Thompson
Representative Lindsey Holmes
Representative Bob Miller



