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HB 391
Sponsor statement

Charter schools have a proven model of success in the education of Alaskan students. The goal
of HB 391 is to refine the current process of approving new charter schools. Current statutes and
regulations allow for the Alaska Board of Education (BOE) to hear an appeal if the local school
board declines a new charter school application. This legislation would create a secondary
method for approval of charter school applications.

HB 391 would give authority to the BOE to authorize a charter school that would operate in a
local school district. This bill recognizes the important role parents play and that they should be
involved in the education process of their children by reviewing the education content taught in
the charter school.

HB 391 recognizes and encourages high levels collaboration between parents, teachers, and
school staff members through an academic policy committee. This partnership brings together all
parties who have a vested interest in the success of the student.

Under HB 391 the BOE can authorize a charter school, with that school still operating under the
local school board framework. HB 391 makes improvements in the process to authorize new
charter schools and can help foster the formation of additional charter schools in our
communities.



