Dear Chair Sumner and Labor and Commerce Committee members,
My Name is Cheri Zepp, Licensed Massage Therapist.   
I am writing to you to respectfully request you pass HB327 out of committee.  
I am a massage therapist and have been practicing for 20 years.   I was born and raised in Alaska, and my roots go back seven generations.     My roots here are deep and I love my state.   I also love my profession, and 20 years ago (2004) there was no licensure in our great state.    I made the time to find a school out of state to take the training necessary to become a well-educated massage therapist where I returned to Juneau to start my career in massage.     

Flash forward to 2015 - I joined the massage coalition to help get our massage license bill passed.    We were successful thanks to the legislature’s support!

The board was formed in 2015, and is a young board that is still developing, and based on two legislative audits the board has performed extremely well while creating regulations as they reviewed and approved licenses in a timely manner.     I know for a fact that the massage board has never failed to meet quorum.   I have more confidence in our massage board than I do the Division of Corporations and Professional Licensing, and the reason is based on legislative audit testimony, and their report as discussed in legislative committees this year.       The auditor recommends another 6 years for the Massage Board to continue its great work.  

Please, I urge you to pass HB327 out of committee.
Thank you,
Cheri Zepp,

Licensed Massage Therapist



