05 March 2024
TO: Alaska State Senate Community and Regional Affairs Committee
FROM: Lynn Willis, Eagle River, Alaska
RE: Testimony Regarding SB184 "An Act exempting the state from daylight saving time; and providing for an effective date."
(Please include this document in public testimony) 
I support this legislation.  In 2024 what is the compelling reason for the state government to force me and every other Alaskan (except those in Aleutian Time Zone) to twice a year change the time of day? In 2024 why should every Alaskan tolerate the state created “jet lag” twice a year? 
If the position of the Sun will have any relation to the time of day in Alaska, then we in Alaska will be in a different time zone (or several time zones as it was prior to 1983) from the rest of the United States.  This “habit” of changing clocks in Alaska began in 1967. The original federal justification for the use of DST was to save energy by delaying the time of sunset.  If that ever was the case, available technology now allows use of energy saving devices using computer controls for interior heating and lighting devices activated by ambient light which not require daily human interface to save energy for space heating or lighting.  In the recent discussions regarding South Central gas supply has anyone mentioned how DST saves energy?  As to the “enhancing commerce” argument, the use of DST has long since outlived any practical application in a world where the internet allows business transactions 24/7. International business often uses Greenwich Mean Time (GMT) which does not observe DST.  DST is not universally recognized. In the United States Arizona and Hawaii have opted out of the use of DST.   
Alaska, as any other state, cannot change time zones. Alaska can however exempt itself from Daylight Saving Time (DST) immediately under existing federal law.  Please don’t fall for the canard that we should wait for the federal government to deal with this issue or first change Alaskan time zones. Changing time zones is a federal action. Let those who want to do that proceed with that effort while we exempt ourselves from DST. 
This legislation is not new. There was HB4 (21st Legislature), HB 409 (22nd Legislature) HB176 (24th Legislature) and SB 120 (24th Legislature). All of these bills were either denied hearings or never allowed a full vote by both houses of the Legislature.  If history repeats, then regardless of the justifications you might hear today, I fear this bill will, through orchestrated delay and obfuscation, suffer the fate of previous legislative efforts.   

Please recommend that SB184 move forward. 
Thank you.  LW


 


