




Dear Representative Mina and Senator Giessel, 

Thank you for introducing HB 196 and SB 149 to implement Broad-Based Categorical Eligibility 

(BBCE) within the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP), which allows states to 

eliminate the asset test and raise the gross income eligibility limits for certain households. 

Yesterday (10/25/2023) the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA)’s Economic Research 

Service released its report: Household Food Security in the United States in 2022. The 2022 

data is sobering, showing that 1 in 7 people, including 1 in 5 children, in the U.S. live in food 

insecure households. This is an increase of more than 30% and 40% respectively from the 

previous year, the highest rate and number since 2014 and the largest one-year increase since 

2008.  

Options under BBCE will provide targeted assistance for low income working families and 

seniors. Raising the gross income limit primarily benefits working families with children, as they 

are more likely to have competing expenses like childcare, housing, and utilities, leaving them 

unable to afford the necessary foods for a healthy diet. Removing the asset test helps 

households – often seniors – with modest savings or assets still qualify for the assistance they 

need, while reducing the administrative burden on the State. 

When Alaskans needing assistance are not able to receive SNAP, they show up at food banks 

and pantries like Southeast Alaska Food Bank. This legislation comes at a time that food 

insecurity levels are already elevated.  

USDA’s Household Food Security Report for 2022 Shows Individuals Experiencing Food - The 

number of people living in food insecure households in the United States in 2022 increased to 

44 million, including 13 million children, according to a report released today by the U.S. 

Department of Agriculture (USDA). This is an increase of 31% for all individuals and 44% for 

children from the previous year, the highest rate and number of individuals and children since 

2014 and the largest one-year increase in food insecurity since 2008. 

The Southeast Alaska Food Bank distributed a record breaking, 581,500# of food this past 

Fiscal year. The most in our 27 year history!  We are on pace to exceed that mark this year. 

SNAP is a crucial program that helps Alaska’s anti-hunger network to meet the need. 

For these reasons, we support HB196 and SB149 to reduce hunger in Alaska, eliminate 

administrative burdens on the Division of Public Assistance, and save the state money.  

Best, 

Chris Schapp – Executive Director      

Southeast Alaska Food Bank – Juneau, Alaska 

https://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=82270266&msgid=1167572&act=2WJ3&c=366788&pid=6359191&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ers.usda.gov%2Fpublications%2Fpub-details%2F%3Fpubid%3D107702&cf=141104&v=54d25601330649a9908ec0b3d20c0c31614c5501dc546f1234c7dccb87d6f873










Dear Representative Mina and Senator Giessel, 

Thank you for introducing HB 196 and SB 149 to implement Broad-Based Categorical Eligibility 

(BBCE) within the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP), which allows states to 

eliminate the asset test and raise the gross income eligibility limits for certain households.  

Options under BBCE will provide targeted assistance for low income working families and 

seniors. Raising the gross income limit primarily benefits working families with children, as they 

are more likely to have competing expenses like childcare, housing, and utilities, leaving them 

unable to afford the necessary foods for a healthy diet. Removing the asset test helps 

households – often seniors – with modest savings or assets still qualify for the assistance they 

need, while reducing the administrative burden on the State.  

When Alaskans needing assistance are not able to receive SNAP, they show up at food banks 

and pantries like The Chugiak Eagle River Food Pantry This legislation comes at a time that 

food insecurity levels are already elevated. We are hearing many stories of very slow 

processing of SNAP applications and that has helped to drive our numbers up. We are currently 

seeing 140-150 family’s month. Our Saturday distribution is also seeing about 10% increase, to 

250 folks per month. There is no question the lack of SNAP is increasing food insecurities and 

requiring more food to be distributed through our Food Pantry operations to satisfy hunger 

needs.  SNAP is a crucial program that helps Alaska’s anti-hunger network to meet the need. 

For these reasons, we support HB196 and SB149 to reduce hunger in Alaska, eliminate 

administrative burdens on the Division of Public Assistance, and save the state money.  

Best, 

Lynn Kile 

Volunteer Director 

Chugiak Eagle River Food Pantry 
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