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MEMO

To: Chair Jyostna Heckman
Fm: Representative Keller
Cc: President Pat Gamble
Executive Director Brandi Berg

Date:  February 26, 2015
Re: Program Prioritization Report
February 25, 2015

Dear Chair Heckman:

As the Chair of the House Education Committee I have been reviewing the language in Chapter 40 of Alaska Statute 14 and find that over the years the legislature has continued to add schools and programs to the list that fall under your purview. The expansiveness from a basic mining\agricultural institution created in 1949 to where it is today is considerable.

This expansion over the years has moved the University to having several major schools in the system and state of the art research facilities staffed with some of the finest scientist in the world.  That to me however presents a concern that I would like you to address before the House Education Committee on Friday, March 6 at 8:00am: Simply stated, is the University prepared to dial back on the scope of programs if required in times of revenue shortages. 

This request is motivated by a rumored response by U.A. that potential budget cuts would result in selective campus closures with no mention of educational program evaluation.

In your presentation and during questions and answers from the committee I would like you to present a program priority list in terms of workforce development. Additionally, because of a growing concern I am receiving from students, please provide justification for the proposed tuition and fee increases.

I thank you in advance for your assistance in these and potentially other areas. I look forward to seeing you on March 6.  If you have any questions please feel free to contact my committee aide, Janet at 465-2186.

With regards:
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Rep. Wes Keller





   Chair, House Education Committee





 Alaska State Legislature 

Cc: Patrick Gamble, Brandi Berg

The information contained in this memo is CONFIDENTIAL and/or privileged.  This memo is intended to be reviewed initially by only the individual named above.  If the reader of this page is not the intended recipient or a representative of the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any review, dissemination, or copying of this memo or the information contained herein is prohibited.  If you have received this memo in error, please immediately notify the sender by telephone and return this memo to the sender at the above address.  
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