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Federal Unemployment Tax Requirements
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• Required federal unemployment taxes paid by employers are reduced as long as 
the state maintains a federally compliant unemployment system (from $420 to 
$42 maximum per employee)

• Federal funding for the state’s unemployment insurance program is also reliant on 
the state maintaining a federally compliant unemployment system

• Federal requirements include that the state’s unemployment trust fund (UTF) can 
be used solely for the payment of unemployment compensation (Federal 
Unemployment Tax Act Section 3304(a)(4)) 
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Alaska Unemployment Tax Flow Chart

ALASKA DEPARTMENT OF LABOR & WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT 
Cathy Muñoz, Commissioner



4

Employer Unemployment Tax Rate Classes
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1 1.00% 1.00% 1.00% 1.00% 1.00% 1.00% 1.00%
2 1.00% 1.00% 1.00% 1.00% 1.00% 1.00% 1.00%
3 1.00% 1.00% 1.00% 1.00% 1.00% 1.00% 1.00%
4 1.00% 1.00% 1.00% 1.00% 1.00% 1.00% 1.00%
5 1.00% 1.00% 1.00% 1.00% 1.00% 1.00% 1.00%
6 1.00% 1.00% 1.02% 1.00% 1.00% 1.00% 1.00%
7 1.00% 1.00% 1.08% 1.08% 1.00% 1.00% 1.00%
8 1.00% 1.00% 1.19% 1.23% 1.00% 1.00% 1.00%
9 1.00% 1.00% 1.30% 1.38% 1.00% 1.00% 1.00%

10 1.00% 1.00% 1.41% 1.53% 1.04% 1.00% 1.00%
11 1.00% 1.00% 1.41% 1.53% 1.04% 1.00% 1.00%
12 1.00% 1.00% 1.52% 1.69% 1.17% 1.00% 1.00%
13 1.00% 1.00% 1.63% 1.84% 1.31% 1.00% 1.00%
14 1.00% 1.00% 1.74% 1.99% 1.45% 1.00% 1.00%
15 1.01% 1.00% 1.80% 2.06% 1.52% 1.00% 1.00%
16 1.07% 1.00% 1.85% 2.14% 1.59% 1.00% 1.00%
17 1.12% 1.00% 1.91% 2.22% 1.66% 1.02% 1.00%
18 1.17% 1.00% 1.96% 2.29% 1.73% 1.06% 1.00%
19 1.22% 1.05% 2.02% 2.37% 1.79% 1.11% 1.00%
20 1.28% 1.09% 2.07% 2.44% 1.86% 1.16% 1.00%
21 5.40% 5.40% 5.40% 5.40% 5.40% 5.40% 5.40%

Rate 
Class

CY2019 
Rates

CY2020 
Rates

CY2021 
Rates

CY2022 
Rates

CY2023 
Rates

CY2024 
Rates

CY2025 
Rates
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Unemployment Claims and Benefits
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2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

53,887 claimants

6,894 claimants

Minimum base wage $2,500 = Benefit of $56 per week
Maximum base wage $42,000 = Benefit of $370 per week
Dependent allowance $24 per, max of 3
$45.3 million paid out in FY2024 
19,621 total claimants in 2024
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Alaska Unemployment Trust Fund (UTF) 
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Alaska Unemployment Trust Fund (UTF) 
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Contacts
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Paloma Harbour, DETS Division Director
Email: Paloma.Harbour@alaska.gov 
Phone: (907) 465-5543

Lennon Weller, R&A Economist
Email: Lennon.Weller@alaska.gov
Phone: (907) 465-4507

Cathy Muñoz, Commissioner
Email: Commissioner.Labor@alaska.gov 
Phone: (907) 465-2702

mailto:Paloma.Harbour@alaska.gov
mailto:Lennon.Weller@alaska.gov
mailto:Commissioner.Labor@Alaska.gov
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