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March 11, 2011
Senator Bill Wielechowski
Alaska State Capitol Building Room 101

Juneau, Alaska 99811

Dear Senator Wielechowski, 

Southeast Conference would like to express support for the Senate Bill 34 "An Act establishing the Alaska small business revolving loan fund; relating to the fund and loans from the fund; and providing for an effective date."
We support the efforts of Senators Wielechowski, Ellis, Paskvan, McGuire, Menard, Davis and Thomas in promoting the access to capital for small businesses in Alaska. If SB34 is passed, small business will have access to needed capital for business start up or expansion.  One of the main obstacles to growing business in Alaska is access to capital and this loan fund would assist in overcoming that obstacle.  
Southeast Conference is a regional, nonprofit corporation that advances the collective interest of the people, communities and businesses in Southeast Alaska. Members include municipalities, native corporations and village councils, regional and local businesses, civic organizations and individuals throughout the region.  Our goal is to support policies that promote strong economies, healthy communities, and a quality environment for Southeast Alaska. We are the State-designated Alaska Regional Development Organization (ARDOR), the federally-designated Economic Development District (EDD), and the Governing Board for the Resource Conservation and Development Council (RC&D) for Southeast Alaska. Each of these designations requires Southeast Conference to take an active role in regional resource management and economic development planning.  Our relationship with our members gives us the advantage of speaking with a unified voice in support of legislation or policy that will be for the betterment of our region.  

It is well known that Rural Alaska, has, for the past decades, been ravaged by economic events beyond its control and the ripples of that effect is tearing the business and social fabric of our smaller communities apart. I am hopeful that SB34 might be an opportunity for our entrepreneurs to receive a little extra help toward success and therefore lead to more economic growth in the region. 

Southeast Conference strongly supports the establishment of the Alaska Small Business Revolving Loan Fund and encourages the support of our Administration and Legislators as well.

Sincerely,
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Shelly Wright

Executive Director
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