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<, THE: Assocmr.u PRESS
.IUNEAU — The « depart-
ing commander of the Coast
' Guard's '17th ‘District, which
includes ‘Alaska, :said the U.S.
must ratify the Law: of the Sea
‘treaty:to ensure ‘access:to: and
controlover a rich eil-and min-
eral' bed thatis; gettmg attentxon '
from China.”!
. Rear Admu.'al Chnstopher
“Colvin-said the' U. S. wouild gain
excluswe control -of the‘ocean
‘bottom up to440 miles off the
Alaska northern coast accord—
“ing to KTOO-FM.
“That's 1mportant ,
on the bottom, Colvin'said, ‘It
has oil, gas and rmnerals that'
‘wﬂlbe very valuable SR e
‘The U.S. has exclusive con-"' The Europea

}“‘cermng the U.S. cedmg 1ts S0V~
“‘ereignty by ratifying the treaty.

st put forward
\ tlons in 1982,
»‘-govermng

soverelgnty ourselves

Last week, Murkowskl told
" the state Legislature:she'll push. |
for ratification of the’ Law: of the:

Sea treaty thls sprm Or sum-

"' measure, butit faces opposmon

mCongress

- “They ask, what does -this
do to America’s sovereignty?”
Murkowski said. “By failing to
ratify the treaty, by failing to

U
trol of 200 miles of ocean ‘bed 160 nation states have ratified  be at the table, we give up that

Guard's 1cebreaker ﬂeet

calls for decommissioning the
icebredker the Polar Sea, which
-would leave the. U.S. with-only
one icebreaker for the next two
years — the Healy, which can't
break heavy ice. :

reigns,
Chair

John Kerry and President Ba-'j o
“rack ‘Obama are’ ‘beéhind ‘the:

- Mutkowski also asked Us L :
| g o

Obama’s budget proposel‘

fCO‘x




