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March 8, 2023 

 

The Honorable Bryce Edgmon 

Alaska House of Representatives 

State Capitol Room 410  

Juneau, AK 99801 

 

Subject: Support of House Bill 62 - Renewable Energy Fund Extension 

 

Dear Representative Edgmon: 

 

Chugach Electric Association, Inc. (Chugach) writes in support of House Bill (HB) 62, which if 

passed will extend the Renewable Energy Fund (REF) for 10 years. 

 

The REF has been a powerful tool in the development of renewable energy systems across Alaska 

through 15 annual funding cycles.  The studies, designs, and construction costs invested by the 

REF awards have resulted in over 100 operating projects that provide cost-saving benefits to 

Alaskans now and for years to come. The extension does not commit the State to a specific level 

of grant funding as the State Legislature controls the level of funding toward REF projects each 

year. 

The Alaska Energy Authority and the Renewable Energy Fund Advisory Committee have 

developed an effective method to identify the most beneficial projects, with a focus toward 

ensuring state-wide distribution of funds, especially in locations where energy costs are the 

highest.  The program is a high-performing, custom-built solution for a unique state with widely 

varying energy needs. 

The REF is helping Chugach diversify its fuel supply and reduce dependence on Cook Inlet natural 

gas by helping develop new renewable energy projects.  If granted an extension, the REF is likely 

to continue to play an important role in further diversification efforts throughout Alaska.  Chugach 

supports the passage of HB 62. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Arthur W. Miller 

Chief Executive Officer 

 

 



 

March 8, 2023 

 

The Honorable Bryce Edgmon, Neal Foster, and DeLena Johnson 

Co-Chairs of the House Finance Committee 

Alaska State Legislature 

Juneau, AK 99801 

 

Dear Co-Chairs Edgmon, Foster, Johnson, and Members of the House Finance Committee, 

 

The Nature Conservancy in Alaska supports H.B. 62, legislation intended to extend the Renewable 

Energy Grant Fund. An extension of the program to 2033 will continue to provide opportunities for the 

expansion of renewable energy across Alaska. As Alaskans face some of the highest energy costs in the 

country, it is more critical than ever that our State invests in programs that reduce and stabilize the cost of 

energy with sustainable and long-term solutions.  

 

As supporting material, we are also submitting “Alaska’s Renewable Energy Economy: Progress and 

Possibility” as an attachment to this letter. This report, prepared in July 2021 by McKinley Research 

Group (formerly McDowell Group) for The Nature Conservancy in Alaska, reviews the great progress 

programs like the Renewable Energy Fund have made and highlights the opportunities for renewable 

energy across Alaska. Notable impacts from investing in these opportunities include reduced energy costs 

for consumers, job creation at a comparable rate for construction, and increased community financial 

sustainability in rural areas. 

 

Thank you for your work to call attention to the importance of renewable energy in Alaska. We encourage 

the Legislature to use H.B. 62 as an opportunity to invest in the future of renewable energy in Alaska, as 

has been done since 2008 when the Renewable Energy Fund was initiated. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
Anne Kelly, PhD 

Deputy Director 

The Nature Conservancy in Alaska 
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From: Doug Woodby <
Sent: Thursday, March 09, 2023 3:46 PM
To: House Finance
Subject: Support for HB 62

To the Alaska House Finance Committee, 
 
I strongly support HB 62 to extend the Renewable Energy Fund through 2033. When it comes time to put this in the 
budget, I support funding at $50 million per year.  
 
This fund has previously supported more than 100 projects that have had great returns for the dollars invested. Future 
projects are expected to reduce energy costs, especially for rural residents, while at the same time reducing carbon 
emissions. This is a win‐win situation. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Doug Woodby 
Juneau 
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From: Joshua Knicely 
Sent: Thursday, March 09, 2023 2:38 PM
To: House Finance
Subject: House Bill 62: Vote YES!

Hello,  
I hope y'all are doing well.  
 
I'm writing to advocate for HB62, which will extend the Renewable Energy Fund to 2033. Please vote yes on this bill. 
Alaska needs more renewable energy and the REF has been invaluable in keeping our energy prices down and reducing 
the polluting of our state.  
 
When voting on this bill, please consider the following about the REF:  

 It has led to more than 100 operation renewable energy projects 
 It has saved Alaskan communities 30 MILLION gallons of diesel in 2017 alone (the last year we have 

comprehensive numbers for) representing hundreds of millions of dollars saved, and hundreds of millions of 
CO2 emissions avoided 

 It is a great investment in Alaska’s future that helps the state, communities, and individuals save money on their 
utility bills 

 It should be extended for another 10 years AND it needs to be funded at $50 million annually 

Please vote yes on HB 62.  
 
Thank you,  
Joshua Knicely (he/him/his) 
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From: Kelsey Schober <kelsey.schober@TNC.ORG>
Sent: Wednesday, March 08, 2023 4:57 PM
To: House Finance
Cc: Rep. Bryce Edgmon; Rep. Neal Foster; Rep. DeLena Johnson
Subject: HB 62: Letter of Support and Supplemental Report
Attachments: HB 62 Letter of Support - The Nature Conservancy-AK.pdf

Dear Co‐Chairs Edgmon, Foster, and Johnson and Members of the House Finance Committee, 
 
I am emailing to submit the following letter of support for HB 62 to the House Finance Committee on behalf of The 
Nature Conservancy in Alaska. Attached to the letter you will find the supplemental report referenced within the body of 
the letter.  
 
Please let me know if you have any follow‐up questions. 
 
Best, 
 
Kelsey Schober 
 
 
Kelsey Schober 
Senior Policy Advisor - Alaska 

kelsey.schober@tnc.org 
(907) 707-8385 (phone) 
(907) 276-2584 (fax) 

     The Nature Conservancy 
715 L. Street 
Suite 100 
Anchorage, AK 99501 
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From: Annie Goodenough 
Sent: Wednesday, March 08, 2023 4:40 PM
To: House Finance
Subject: House Bill 62

 Hello! I’m reaching out to speak up for the renewable energy fund!  
 It has led to more than 100 operation renewable energy projects 
 It has also saved Alaskan communities 30 MILLION gallons of diesel in 2017 alone (the last 

year we have comprehensive numbers for) representing hundreds of millions of dollars saved, 
and hundreds of millions of CO2 emissions avoided 

 Is a great investment in Alaska’s future that helps the state, communities, and individuals save 
money on their utility bills 

 Should be extended for another 10 years AND it needs to be funded at $50 million annually 

Thank you for your time.  
Sincerely, 
Ann Goodenough 
Juneau, AK 
Sent from my iPhone 
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From: Sean Skaling <Sean_Skaling@chugachelectric.com>
Sent: Wednesday, March 08, 2023 12:24 PM
To: House Finance
Cc: Laib Allensworth; Arthur Miller
Subject: Letter of Support for HB 62 from Chugach Electric
Attachments: 03 08 23 Chugach Electric support for REF HB62.pdf

Dear House Finance Committee, 
On behalf of Chugach Electric Association, Inc., attached is a letter of support for HB 62, the extension of the Renewable 
Energy Fund.  Please consider the letter as public comment for the hearing on HB 62 during the House Finance 
Committee meeting scheduled for tomorrow, March 9, 2023. 
 
If you have any questions, please contact me.  Thank you. 
Sincerely, 
 
Sean Skaling 
Sr. Manager of Business and Sustainable Program Development 
Chugach Electric Association, Inc. 
5601 Electron Drive / PO Box 196300 
Anchorage, AK 99519 
(907) 762‐4192 
sean_skaling@chugachelectric.com 
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From: Kay Brown
Sent: Wednesday, March 08, 2023 8:49 AM
To: House Finance
Subject: support HB 62 - Renewable Energy Fund

Hello members of the House Finance Committee.  I urge you to support HB 62, which would extend the Alaska 
Renewable Energy Fund for another 10 years.  This fund plays an important role in assisting local governments, utilities 
and other entities in undertaking renewable energy projects.   
 
In addition to approving the extension, I also urge you to include funding of at least $50 million in the budget for this 
fund. 
 
Thanks for your service. 
 
Regards, 
 
Kay Brown 

 
Anchorage, AK 99508 
 
 

Kay Brown  
 

kaybrown@alaska.net 
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From:
Sent: Wednesday, March 08, 2023 8:19 PM
To: House Finance
Subject: Renewable Energy Fund

Hi,  
 
I am a citizen of Anchorage, and am writing today to advocate for the renewal of the Renewable Energy Fund AND fund 
it for 50 million worth of projects for the future.  
 
I know that the REF has led to more than 100 operation renewable energy projects, and saved 30 million gallons of 
diesel in 2017 alone. The REF is a great investment in Alaska’s future that helps the state, communities, and individuals 
save money on their utility bills. 
 
Thank you for all of your work and I look forward to a clean future for this place I call home. 




