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April 17, 2014
Sent Via Electronic Mail
	The Honorable Pete Kelly

Co-Chair, Senate Finance Committee

Alaska State Legislature 

State Capitol Rm. 516

Juneau, AK 99801

Senator.Pete.Kelly@akleg.gov
The Honorable Anna Fairclough 

Vice-Chair, Senate Finance Committee

Alaska State Legislature 

State Capitol Rm. 514

Juneau, AK 99801

Senator.Anna.Fairclough@akleg.gov
The Honorable Click Bishop 

Member, Senate Finance Committee

Alaska State Legislature 

State Capitol Rm. 115

Juneau, AK 99801

Senator.Click.Bishop@akleg.gov
The Honorable Lyman Hoffman

Member, Senate Finance Committee

Alaska State Legislature 

State Capitol Rm. 111

Juneau, AK 99801

Senator.Lyman.Hoffman@akleg.gov
	The Honorable Kevin Myer

Co-Chair, Senate Finance Committee

Alaska State Legislature 

State Capitol Rm. 518

Juneau, AK 99801

Senator.Kevin.Meyer@akleg.gov
The Honorable Mike Dunleavy 

Co-Chair, Senate Finance Committee

Alaska State Legislature 

State Capitol Rm. 510

Juneau, AK 99801

Senator.Mike.Dunleavy@akleg.gov
The Honorable Donny Olson

Member, Senate Finance Committee

Alaska State Legislature 

State Capitol Rm. 508

Juneau, AK 99801

Senator.Donny.Olson@akleg.gov



Re:  House Bill 278, Education; Base Student Allocations for Fiscal Years 2015–2017  

Dear Co-Chairs Kelly and Meyer and Senate Finance Committee Members:
Sealaska Corporation submits this letter in strong support of increasing the base student allocation (BSA) for fiscal years (FY) 2015–2017.  
Sealaska is the regional ANCSA corporation for Southeast Alaska, representing over 21,600 shareholders of the Tlingit, Haida, and Tsimshian.  We are guided by the core Alaska Native values of our people.
Among the values that have guided our people for thousands of years is Haa Latseen, a Tlingit phrase for the concept of strength and leadership.  The success of any people, of our communities and of our state, can only be achieved when the necessary resources are provided to educate and allow opportunities for our children.
The BSA formula is just such a resource.  Increasing the BSA by $400 in FY2015, an additional $125 in FY2016, and $125 again in FY 2017, is a path to raise school funding to address shortfalls in teaching levels and educational budgets, vitally needed for the health of our rural schools.
Increasing the BSA by $400 this coming fiscal year, and by $125 in the following two years, begins to make up the ground lost by not raising the BSA since 2011.  This legislature is encouraged to add an inflation calculation mechanism to start in FY 2018 to increase the BSA without further legislative action.

We are all partners invested in the economic growth and sustainability of the great State of Alaska.  By acting to increase the BSA and offset inflation, this legislature can unequivocally demonstrate the importance of a vital educational experience for our children.  It is these children who will shape the future of our state.  We owe it to them, and to those who follow, to give them the best possible foundation for success.
Sealaska encourages the Senate Finance Committee to fund the BSA for FY2015-2017 in a way that establishes the importance of educating our children for the benefit of us all.
Sincerely,
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Albert M. Kookesh, Board Chair

Sealaska Corporation
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