HJR 19 URGING U.S. SENATE TO RATIFY LAW OF SEA TREATY

HJR 19 urges the U.S. Senate to ratify the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (“Law of the Sea treaty”).  This resolution will help Alaska’s Senate delegation bring the Law of the Sea treaty to the Senate floor for a vote on ratification.  Ratification of this treaty is important to protect U.S. interests concerning the use and development of the high seas and seabed off Alaska.  

Economic Benefit of Treaty Ratification
Treaty allows countries to exercise sovereign rights over their extended continental shelf beyond the 200 mile limit of the Exclusive Economic Zone.
· Laying claim to the extended continental shelf beyond Alaska may result in the largest expansion of the United States since the Alaska Purchase.  

· By one estimate, the value of energy and minerals resources in the extended continental shelf exceeds 1 trillion dollars.

· Ratification offers the single largest opportunity to expand U.S. oil, gas, and mineral development rights in areas that are not presently subject to any moratoria.

· The U.S. Geological Survey has estimated that the Arctic area may contain a significant portion of the world’s remaining undiscovered oil and gas deposits.

· Without the Convention, U.S. companies lack the legal certainty to justify the significant investments needed to explore and identify the resources of the extended continental shelf. 

Defense

· According to current and former military service chiefs, secretaries of state, national security advisors and others, the treaty enhances rather than undermines our ability to wage the War on Terror.  Maximum maritime naval and air mobility assured by the Convention is essential for our military forces to operate effectively.  The Convention provides the necessary stability and framework for our forces, weapons, and material to get to the fight without hindrance.  It is essential that key sea and air lanes remain open as a matter of international legal right and not be contingent upon approval from nations along those routes
Customary Law

· The Convention provides clear legal rules in a written treaty, as opposed to reliance on customary international law, which is too easily challenged by unilateral claims of other countries and changed by the practice of countries over time. Customary law is an inadequate basis upon which to protect navigational rights vital to our national security. The U.S. needs additional tools in its arsenal, including the firm legal footing that joining the Convention would provide. 

President Reagan
· President Reagan pointed solely to certain deep seabed mining provisions of the Convention as flawed.  His 1983 Ocean Policy Statement demonstrates that he accepted the non-deep-seabed provisions. The 1994 Agreement fixed the flawed deep seabed mining provisions in ways that meet each one of President Reagan’s objections.  

Sovereignty

· Ratification of the treaty could expand U.S. sovereignty and sovereign rights over extensive maritime territory and natural resources off its coast.  It’s rare that a treaty actually increases the sovereignty of a country, but this treaty does.  The Convention does not harm U.S. sovereignty in any respect.  As sought by the United States, the dispute resolution mechanisms provide appropriate flexibility in terms of both the forum and the exclusion of sensitive subject matter.  The deep seabed mining provisions do not apply to any areas in which the United States has sovereignty or sovereign rights.  Furthermore, these rules will facilitate mining activities by U.S. companies.  Also, the navigational provisions ensure that U.S. military and commercial vessels have worldwide maritime mobility.

U.N. Treaty
· The Convention is not the United Nations, it was merely negotiated there.  Just because a treaty is drawn up at the U.N. does not mean it doesn’t serve the interests of the United States. For example, the US benefits from U.N. treaties such as the Anti-Corruption Convention and the Convention for the Suppression of Terrorist Bombings.  The Law of the Sea Convention is another such treaty that serves our interests. 
