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• Bans the  use  of d isp osab le  p olystyre ne  p ackag ing  mate rials b y 
re staurants and  food  carts

• The  State  would  also  b e  b anne d  from using  or p urchasing  d isp osab le  
p olystyre ne  for food  se rvice , for examp le  on the  Marine  Hig hway syste m

• Doe s not ap p ly to  p ackag e d  food  p re p are d  out of state , nor d oe s it 
ap p ly to  re usab le  p rod ucts

• Re staurants can ap p ly to  the  De p artme nt of Environme ntal Conse rvation 
for exe mp tions

• Effe ctive  d ate  January 1, 2026

What Does HB25 Do?
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What is  Polystyrene?
A type of synthetic hydrocarbon polymer. In other words- a plastic

Two main forms:
1. Extruded polystyrene foam (XPS), best known as brand name “Styrofoam”

• Invented by Dow Chemical in 1941
• “Closed cell”; more rigid, buoyant, moisture resistant, and durable
• Used in construction materials, refrigeration, floats, etc.

2. Expanded polystyrene foam (EPS)
• “Open cell”; lighter weight, less  durable, not as  water resistant
• Used in packaging material, crafts, coolers, etc.
• Less expensive than XPS  
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Examples of Polystyrene Containers
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The Problem with Polystyrene
• Health Hazard

• Primary che micals, b e nze ne  and  styre ne , 
are  known carcinog e ns

• Environme ntal Hazard
• Mistake n as food  b y animals
• Use d  as ne sting  mate rial b y b ird s
• Doe s no t b iod e g rad e
• Breaks d own into  microp lastic fo rm and  

live s fore ve r

• Can rare ly b e  re cycle d  (“Typ e  6” p lastic)
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Polystyrene Food Ware Waste
• O cean Conse rvancy e stimate s that at least 5.6 b illion p ie ce s of p lastic 

foam is use d  b y Ame ricans each year

• Inte rnational Coastal Cleanup  volunte e rs have  co lle cte d  8.7 million 
p ie ce s of p lastic foam. This is the ir se ve nth most common ite m. 
(#1 and  #2 are  cig are tte  b utts and  p lastic b e ve rag e  b ottle s)

• O cean Conse rvancy surve y found  that 22% of all U.S. take out and  food  
d e live ry ord e rs includ e d  p lastic foam food  ware  p ackag ing .

• 80% of Ame ricans re p orte d  re ce iving  p lastic foam food  ware  with the ir 
take out and  d e live ry ord e rs in the  p re ce d ing  two-we e ks 

• At least 2.5 b illion p ie ce s of foam food  ware  are  mistake nly p ut into  
re cycling  syste ms each year, contaminating  the  stream of mate rials
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Global Trends Away from Polystyrene
• Jon Huntsman inve nte d  the  

“clamshe ll” sand wich b ox in 
1974, so ld  the  d e sig n to  
major fast food  chains, and  
d ie d  a b illionaire

• De sp ite  the  b e ne fits 
(ke e p ing  b urg e rs warm, 
leak p roof), McDonald s 
b e g an p hasing  out 
p o lystyre ne  in the  1990s

• Last McD’s foam coffe e  
cup s e liminate d  in 2018
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69 Countries  Have Banned Polystyrene Food Ware

8



11 States, plus DC and American Samoa also have bans

• Te n state s and  the  District 
o f Columb ia have  ad d e d  
state wid e  b ans since  this 
b ill was first introd uce d

•  Twe lve  o the r state s have  
p artial o r local b ans

• Alaska is shown b e cause  
of local b ans in Be the l, 
Cord ova, and  Se ward



Public Sentiment and Government Response
• Three-quarters  of Americans are concerned about plastic foam litter

• Over 70% of Americans would support a national ban on foam food ware

• Maryland, the first state to ban restaurant polystyrene food ware, found a 
65% decline in plastic foam food ware items collected as part of the 
International Coastal Cleanup

• The Farewell to Foam Act was introduced in the previous U.S. Congress; 
would have required food service providers, manufacturers, distributors, and 
retailers  to transition to alternative materials  by January 1, 2026
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