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§ 13. Form of Bills–Every bill shall be confined to one subject unless it is 
an appropriation bill or one codifying, revising, or rearranging existing laws. 
Bills for appropriations shall be confined to appropriations. The subject of 
each bill shall be expressed in the title. The enacting clause shall be: “Be it 
enacted by the Legislature of the State of Alaska.”

§ 14. Passage of Bills– The legislatures shall establish the procedure for 
enactment of bills into law. No bill may become law unless it has passed three 
readings in each house on three separate days, except that any bill may be 
advanced from second to third reading on the same day by concurrence of 
three fourths of the house considering it. No bill may become law without an 
affirmative vote of a majority of the membership of each house. The yeas and 
nays on final passage shall be entered in the journal.

§ 15. Veto– The governor may veto bills passed by the legislature. He may, by 
veto, strike or reduce items in appropriation bills. He shall return any vetoed 
bill, with a statement of his objections, to the house of origin.

§ 16. Action Upon Veto– Upon receipt of a veto message during a regular 
session of the legislature, the legislatures shall meet immediately in joint 
session and reconsider passage of the vetoed bill or item. Bills to raise 
revenue and appropriation bills or items, although vetoed, become law by 
affirmative vote of three fourths of the membership of the legislature. Other 
vetoed bills become law by affirmative vote of two thirds of the membership 
of the legislature. Bills vetoed after adjournment of the first regular session 
of the legislature shall be reconsidered by the legislature sitting as one body 
no later than the fifth day of the next regular or special session of that 
legislature. Bills vetoed after adjournment of the second regular session 
shall be reconsidered by the legislature sitting as one body no later than 
the fifth day of a special session of that legislature, if one is called. The vote 
on reconsideration of a vetoed bill shall be entered on the journals of both 
houses. [Amended 1976]

§ 17. Bills Not Signed– A bill becomes law if, while the legislature is in 
session, the governor neither signs nor vetoes it within fifteen days, Sundays 
excepted, after its delivery to him. If the legislature is not in session and 
the governor neither signs nor vetoes a bill within twenty days, Sundays 
excepted, after its delivery to him, the bill becomes law.

ARTICLE II ~ THE LEGISLATURE, CONT.


