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April 4, 2014
Salcha Fire and Rescue, Inc, is hosting the Salcha Community Health Fair, April 5th, the date of public testimony for SB-119 in Fairbanks inconjuction with the Alaska Health Fair, Inc. Please accept our testimony as to why the three CAPSIS projects, that were previously on the list, are very important to our community.

Project 1: Station 1 addition. Funding is needed to complete the training / community meeting  room, kitchen area with flooring, interior doors and final fixtures. Building is currently at 85% completion. Unexpected costs in construction such as ground preparation, roof design changes and steel costs meant the project was short approximately $85,000. The Salcha Fire and Rescue Chief performed as the general contractor enabling oversight with no cost to the project's budget, no finance charges were submitted and the department expended $35,000 to complete sheetrock and siding of the building from its limited savings. Volunteers have provided a tremendous portion of the construction and once complete, this structure will be valued at six times the original investment.

This fire station will enhance our response capabilities by providing heated apparatus storage designed for emergency response on site of station one to include water refill. It will also allow us to have a space for a training classroom, small offices, future dorms and storage. Public groups we also be welcomed to use the facilities throughout the year as a meeting place.

Project 2: This request is to obtain an all-wheel drive initial attack engine with equipment to serve the communities along the Richardson Highway from Eielson MP 342 to Mile Post 294.5. It would replace a 1979 International tanker originally loaned to us from the community of Tok. Our newest engine is an 1985 unit.
Having a reliable up to date apparatus will not only enhance our community response, but also firefighter safety. Estimated costs are $375,000 for the engine and $75,000 for equipment. Total request $450,000.

Project 3: Purchase vital fire and life saving equipment.$50,000. Salcha Fire and Rescue are in need of hose, being able to purchase upgrade kits that we were not included in last years scba upgrade project because at that time our Self Contained breathing apparatus was too old to be upgraded. POGO Mine is donating a more current version but the upgrade will be needed. Hand tools, turnouts for the safety of firefighters and various other pieces of vital lifesaving equipment. The refurbished donated equipment we are currently using has exhausted its serviceable life. These funds would provide critical equipment to first responders in the area.

Our volunteer force is dedicated to providing the best service possible to all of the community and all the

travelers up the Alaska Highway. We do this as a very fiscal conservative organization that is  

a community funded organization but need some assistance to achieve our capital needs.  We need 
these grants to finish these important projects and would appreciate your support.
Thanks in advance for considering our testimony and we are available for further information.

Timothy J Biggane, Chief
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