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Senator Kevin Meyer and Senator Pete Kelly
Alaska State Legislature
Alaska Capitol
Juneau, Alaska
Dear Senators Meyer and Kelly:
I’m writing in support of the continued funding for the BEARS project at the Alaska Wildlife Conservation Center.  As a Girdwood resident my family and I are members of, and frequent visitors to, the Alaska Wildlife Conservation Center.  Originally I envisioned that this facility would represent a tourist attraction, however for my family it has come to represent so much more.  My 7-year-old daughter has become the beneficiary of the numerous educational opportunities offered through the AWCC.  As the second grade teacher at the Girdwood Elementary School my wife has been able to partner with the AWCC staff to offer classroom education coupled with field education in Alaska’s great wildlife.  What a unique opportunity we have when we are able to offer these types of educational opportunities to Alaskans through our state’s partnership with this facility.
Now however we have the opportunity to elevate the AWCC beyond an attraction with over 200,000 annual visits, one which employees numerous Alaskans and offers regional educational opportunities and curriculum development.  We have the opportunity to make the Alaska Wildlife Conservation Center into a world-class research facility, one that offers unique insight into our very own Alaskan wildlife.  We have a chance to create opportunity and industry for Alaska and Alaskan’s and ensure that we are the leaders into the study, knowledge, and preservation of our wildlife treasures.
I thank you for your previous, and continued support of the Alaska Wildlife Conservation Center.  I look forward to your continued funding in the 2015 Capital Budget of the 3rd phase of the BEARS Project, and your continued support of a world class Alaskan visitor, educational, and research facility.
Sincerely,

Mike Davidson
PO Box 396
Girdwood, Alaska  99587
phatdough@hotmail.com 
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