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FISCAL NOTE ANALYSIS

STATE OF ALASKA BILL NO. sB 88
2025 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Analysis

Senate Bill 88 would make a number of changes to the statutes about child placement for children in Child in Need of Aid
cases. Section 1 would specifically allow a foster parent to request a hearing when the Office of Children’s Services
proposes that the child be transferred to a different placement. The court system anticipates that this will result in an
increase in the number of hearings in many CINA cases, but is unable to predict how many additional hearings would
result.

Section 3 of SB 88 requires the OCS to consider a child’s best interests when OCS approves an adult family member for an
adoption, which may lead to an added hearing or a longer hearing in CINA cases that include a termination of parental
rights.

Sections 4 and 5 of SB 88 require OCS to conduct a diligent search for adult family members with specific steps that the
department must take, including tracking the steps and filing a report with the court about the search. This duty for OCS
will not directly impact the court, but section 5 would also require the court to review the steps that OCS took in the
search, and consider whether the department is excused from further searching. This may result in more discussion and
questioning at hearings, but is unlikely to have a significant impact on the court’s overall handling of CINA cases or its
workload.

Section 6 of the bill alters placement preferences for the initial removal of a child from their home such that if the child is
under six and has been in a foster home for at least a year, that foster home is on a par with an adult family member for
placement decisions. The court will apply this new preference and make a best interests finding, and anticipates added
litigation in those cases where the child falls into that category.

In sum, in implementing the changes in the bill, the court expects an increase in the number and length of certain
hearings, particularly from the changes in sections 1, 3, and 6. This is anticipated to increase the court’s workload, but the
court system is unable to anticipate the actual operational or fiscal impact, and therefore submits this indeterminate fiscal
note.
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