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I am a retired pharmacist and Past President of the Alaska Pharmacists Association and would like to bring your attention to cuts being made in the Operating Budget to programs important to pharmacists.

1. Planned cuts to the SHARP (Supporting Health Care Access through Loan Repayment) Program will impact pharmacists who are working in rural areas such as Bethel, Nome, Barrow and various locations in SE Alaska.   There are also other healthcare professionals working all around Alaska, particularly in the behavioral health field, who will not be able to receive help with the huge loan costs they incurred obtaining their education.  This is a very important program and the State of Alaska has already made a financial commitment to many of these professionals that they will have assistance with their student loans through the SHARP program.

2. Funds have not been allocated in the current proposed budget to support the Prescription Drug Database that is operated by the Alaska Board of Pharmacy.  This database program is up and running and now provides pharmacists, physicians, dentists, and other healthcare providers, as well as law enforcement, with information to control the practice of “doctor shopping,” whereby people get multiple prescriptions for controlled substances from multiple providers.  Some of these controlled substances find their way into the illicit drug market. The program has public safety as well as healthcare benefits and should continue to receive funding.
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