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Coalition for Education Equity champions a quality, equitable 

and adequate public education for every Alaska child through: 

➢Advocacy,

➢ Policy development and

➢ Legal action

CEE’s Mission

What is “adequate public education”?: 

An education that provides a child / young adult with the tools necessary for

pursuing any path they desire after public school.





What do 

we know 

about the 

value of 

early 

learning?
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Enrolling a child in the New Haven Public School Universal Pre-K program raised 
parents’ average earnings by $5,461 per year, or 21.7 percent, during the one- or two-
year period when the child is of pre-kindergarten age. These gains coincide with 
increases in hours worked: UPK enrollment allows parents to work 12.8 more hours per 
week in the year following enrollment.

"The combination of findings — that we don't see an impact on test scores, but 
we do see an impact on these behavioral outcomes and the likelihood of attending 
college — is consistent with this idea that there's some kind of behavioral or socio-
emotional, non-cognitive impact from preschool," says Christopher Walters, an 
economist at UC Berkeley who co-authored the study

The growing evidence continues to show that preschool can permanently improve kids' 
lives — but not necessarily that it makes them smarter, the data indicates these kids 
are more disciplined and motivated, which is just as important (or perhaps even more 
important) for their future livelihoods as how well they perform on reading or math 
tests.

MORE BENEFITS

BOSTON PRE-K LOTTERY STUDY



• Districts administer the Alaska Developmental Profile 

(ADP) to all kindergarten students.

• The ADP is a tool based on multiple teacher observations 

recorded during the first four weeks of school.

• The ADP includes 13 sets of skills and behaviors (“goals”) 

in five domains.

Kindergarten Readiness





Mississippi’s growth is due to a wide host of policies that have been changed over the past 
decades: No Child Left Behind, the nationally aligned Mississippi College and Career 
Readiness Standards, new tests and a new accountability system, and the Literacy Based 
Promotion Act, area few. Most importantly, Mississippi has had a comprehensive approach 
to improving education in the state since 2012. 

According to Ms. Grace Breazeale, Director of Research for Mississippi First, the best 
explanation for the upward trajectory of Mississippi’s scores over the last two decades is 
the state’s long-term commitment to increasing the rigor of state standards and aligning 
state testing and accountability systems to match that rigor. 

Other policies and initiatives (pre-K, high-quality curriculum, the state instructional 
coaching model, educator preparation reform) as well as their stellar implementation have 
built on the foundation of these aligned systems for defining and measuring student 
achievement. 

MISSISSIPPI



On April 2, 2013, the Mississippi legislature passed the 
Early Learning Collaborative Act, which established 
Mississippi’s first state-funded pre-K program.

Ten years after its enactment, the pre-K law is a popular 
program with broad bipartisan support.





Thank you for your time!

caroline@ceequity.org

907-399-0582

www.ceequity.org 
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