From: PeggyAnn E. McConnochie DSA [mailto:peggyannmcconnochie@gmail.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, February 26, 2014 13:03
Cc: Sen. Mike Dunleavy; Sen. Lyman Hoffman; Sen. Click Bishop; Sen. Anna Fairclough; Sen. Kevin Meyer; Sen. Pete Kelly
Subject: Senate Bill 64

My husband and I recognize that $500 is a significant amount to our small business. NFIB has worked with Senator Coghill and the NFIB/Alaska leadership Council, of which I am a member, to agree to remove our opposition to an increase to $750. We still strongly believe the state shouldn’t be making it easier for thieves to steal from our businesses by raising the felony theft threshold above that level. 

There is evidence that theft rings are becoming very sophisticated; they are aware of the felony limits and will steal up to that amount. Thus, while there might be potential savings in judicial processes, our businesses would see an increase in the amount of theft in goods. Instances of individuals “stealing to feed their families” are rare, and the courts and prosecutors have enough discretion to handle these circumstances appropriately. 

Our justice system ought to protect citizens and their property, not reduce the level of risk for thieves.

Thank you for your positive consideration of SB 64.

PeggyAnn
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