


















































Testimony to Support HB69 January 29, 2025
Tracy Fischbach 
Anchorage, Alaska 
 
Thank you, Madam Chairs. My name is Tracy Fischbach. I live in Anchorage with my husband 
and two high school aged kids. I am testifying today to ask you to support HB69. 
 
The diversity of education opportunities in Anchorage is amazing. We have lived in Anchorage 
for nearly 30 years. We had opportunities to move out of state several times and each time we 
chose to stay here because the schools were so good, opportunities so diverse, and our 
teachers had been in the school for years, if not decades. 
 
Now, if my kids were younger, I’m not sure that I would make that same decision. Over the 
years we have watched the class sizes get larger and larger. When I ask my kids how many 
students are in their class, the answer isn’t a number it’s whether or not there are desks for 
everyone. With increased class size come more and more chaos. It’s inevitable. A single 
teacher cannot track ever growing group of students and ensure they all are making the 
progress they need to be successful. It’s impossible.  I can’t even imagine trying to be a teacher 
in our schools now.  
 
We can do better. I want to be able to tell people who are considering moving to Alaska that our 
schools are the best. 
 
To do that we need more funding so we can have smaller class sizes and pay our teachers 
competitive wages so we can get and keep the best of the best. For me, this is my number one 
priority for state spending. This is the thing I value the most. 
 
In closing, I respectfully ask you to support HB69 and fully fund the BSA. Thank you. 
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house.education@akleg.gov
House Education Committee
Alaska State Legislature 
Alaska State Capitol 
Juneau, AK 99801-1182 

Attn: Representatives: Rebecca Himschoot, Co-Chair,  
Andi Story, Co-Chair  

  Maxine Dibert,  
  Ted Eischeid 
  Jubilee Underwood 
  Rebecca Schwanke 
  Bill Elam 
 
Re: Public Testimony by Suzanne Wood related to House Bill 69 —  
 An Act relating to education funding; and providing for an effective date. 
 

1. My name is Suzanne Wood and I am a resident of Petersburg, Alaska. The 
following public testimony is mine. I am grateful for this opportunity to share my 
testimony and support for House Bill 69 relating to Alaska’s public schools basic student 
allocation funding (BSAF). 
 
2. The Association of Alaska School Boards notes  
 

Alaska’s public schools play a vital role in ensuring every child receives an 
education, regardless of race, ability, religion, economic circumstance, or 
special needs. Locally elected school boards oversee public school budgets, 
ensuring that taxpayer funds are used appropriately. In contrast, 
circumventing local governance and accountability and providing public funds 
to pay for private, parochial, or home school tuition and fees diverts limited 
resources away from public schools, reducing the funds available for 
classrooms and programs that must serve all the students of Alaska. 

 
3. Alaska’s governor has repeatedly vetoed permanent increases for its public 
schools’ BSAF which affects all public schools across Alaska whether in urban or rural 
districts. The lack of increased and permanent BSAF has resulted in continued layoffs 
for the teaching force, elimination of classroom curriculum, continued school closures 
requiring school consolidations which incurs increased busing and transportation costs; 
and the need for a funding mechanism to repair, renovate or build new public school 
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infrastructure. Alaska’s inadequate public school funding is quite likely a primary driver
in our diminishing State population.

4. Some of Alaska’s public school closures and subsequent consolidations may
require transportation or other special arrangements affecting

kids who are blind, hearing impaired, have Down syndrome or are on the
[autism] spectrum, staff said. One staff member at Fire Lake who works in the
program said the majority of her students are autistic, making them the least
resilient people” to move. 

5. The loss of talented instructors teaching the arts, in-person music, vocational 
technical curriculum, foreign language programs, advanced courses for those pursuing 
higher education or technical fields, eliminates pathways for achieving uniquely original 
high school portfolios. The lack of more diversity in subject matter may affect and/or 
limit post graduation entry level job requirements and/or meeting college entry 
requirements. 
 
6. In January 2020, Alaska’s governor introduced Open for Business legislation 
where he stated 
 

As Governor, I want to assure companies that Alaska is open for business by 
taking meaningful steps to lessen burdens on employers and encourage 
opportunities for our skilled workforce across the state.  

 
Alaska’s governor has failed to permanently or adequately fund and inflation-proof 
Alaska’s BSAF for all public school students and that may be short-changing their 
earnings potential and securing employment from the onset due to diminished learning 
potential. Their lack of advanced and varied educational curriculum often available 
outside Alaska may limit their job prospects with a new Alaska business from the Lower 
48 or abroad. 
 
7. Alaska’s House Bill 69 is a three-year public school funding bill. 
 

If passed, the new legislation would boost the BSA by $1,000 next school 
year, as well as two increases of $404 each in the following two years. 
 
In addition, the bill would adjust for inflation each year, based on the average 
consumer price index over the previous three years. 
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For next school year, the BSA would total $7,249, a 22% increase. By the
2027-2028 school year, it would reach an estimated $8,510, for a total
increase of roughly 43% over three years.

Lawmakers say the boost will help address a major historical shortfall in
funding. School costs rose by nearly 40% since 2011, while the BSA
increased by only 10% with the bill. 

 
8. The State could expand its public school population by opening enrollment to 
three and four-years olds statewide — a practice that is already realized elsewhere 
around the world. These two age groups would matriculate into the traditional K-12 
public school structure having achieved following directions and carrying out 
assignments in a classroom environment along with developing and communicating 
one’s ideas and sharing them plus expanding their ideas further through peer critiques 
and suggestions— skills that would increase individual readiness for their public school 
education and beyond. Alaska would be expanding the population of public school 
students available to joining the work force or continuing on to advanced education at 
the University of Alaska’s satellite locations or elsewhere. 
 
9. Respectfully, 
 Suzanne Wood 
 
ic: House Education Committee Members: 

Representative.Rebecca.Himschoot@akleg.gov
Representative.Andi.Story@akleg.gov
Representative.Maxine.Dibert@akleg.gov 
Representative.Ted.Eischeid@akleg.gov 
Representative.Jubilee.Underwood@akleg.gov
Representative.Rebecca.Schwanke@akleg.gov 
Representative.Bill.Elam@akleg.gov

House.Finance@akleg.gov
 Mike Dunleavy, Alaska Governor — https://gov.alaska.gov/contact/feedback/


