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Sponsor Statement: HB 46

Child care is a critical sector in the American economy. It is key to social and emotional learning
for children and helps parents work and continue their own education. Yet this sector suffers
from poor worker pay, high costs for parents, chronic issues regarding access, and high demand
for quality. The result is high turnover, chronic stress, and a consistent shortage of workers.

Nationwide, up to 53% of child care workers are on some sort of public assistance. 25-30% do
not have health insurance. By allowing child care providers to organize and collectively bargain,
Alaska can better support high quality child care, address chronic issues such as the gender pay
gap, and increase worker job satisfaction, child safety, and opportunity for workers,

HB 46 would empower our small business child care providers to negotiate with the state to
improve wages, working conditions, and training. Strengthening the child care sector will enable
more Alaskans to go back to work, supporting our families’ economic security and employers’
need to fill job openings.

January-May: State Capitol e Juneau, AK 99801-1182 » (907) 465-2647 » Fax (907) 465-3518
June-December: 1500 W. Benson Blvd. e Anchorage, AK 99503  (907) 269-0106 » Fax (907) 269-0109
Rep.Zack.Fields@akleg.gov



