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Senator Bjorkman 

Chair, Senate Labor and Commerce Committee 

 

 

April 22, 2025 

 IN RE: SB170 – A Statement in Support 

Dear Sen. Bjorkman: 

On behalf of Diamond Game, a charity gaming manufacturer providing electronic pull tabs and 

similar products across North America, as well as our sister companies that have 40+ years’ 

experience providing charity gaming products, such as pull tabs, bingo paper, electronics and 

daubers, to Alaska and North America, we support SB 170.  While no piece of legislation will 

please all parties 100%, SB 170 is a well-crafted bill that addresses all the significant issues 

surrounding electronic pull tabs in an even-handed manner. 

We support this bill because electronic pull tabs on a tablet will help charity gaming stay 

relevant in today’s video age, generating incremental revenue for charities and local 

businesses. 

Much of the discussion last year surrounding electronic pull tabs was not whether electronic pull 

tabs would be good for charities, but whether the form of electronic pull tabs should be slot-like 

cabinets, handheld tablets, or both.  Between legislative sessions, a committee of Alaska charity 

gaming stakeholders was formed to study the subject and that committee voted for a tablets-

only approach to electronic pull tabs.  We support the committee’s position.   

We believe the committee’s rationale for tablets-only includes the following arguments, which 

are supported by our experience in other markets: 

• Tablet electronics have proven to be complementary and incremental to existing pull tab 

fundraising. 

o In Minnesota, traditional pull tab gross sales increased 100%, from 

$1,054,000,000 in 2013 to $2,048,000,000 in 2024, while electronic pull tab 

tablet gross sales grew from $0 to $2,670,000,000 over the same period, proving 

that electronics can be complementary and incremental to existing charity 

gaming. 

o Cabinet electronic pull tabs, on the other hand, have proven to cannibalize paper 

pull tab sales in numerous markets. 
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• Tablets will generate significant incremental revenue for Alaska charities and other 

stakeholders while: 

o Not looking like a slot machine or creating mini-casinos across Alaska 

o Not cannibalizing paper pull tab sales 

o Giving all stakeholders a fair and even opportunity to participate in electronic pull 

tabs, regardless of location size or type.  (Note that a choice between cabinets 

and tablets is a false choice as cabinets will quickly dominate the market and put 

sites without the space for cabinets at a disadvantage.) 

  

Thank you for sponsoring this important piece of legislation in support of charity gaming. 

  

Sincerely, 

 

Bill Breslo 
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Konrad Jackson

From: Evan Kutta <evan@curlfairbanks.org>
Sent: Sunday, May 03, 2026 9:29 PM
Subject: Alaskan nonprofits

Since 1905, the Fairbanks Curling Club has helped Alaskans learn, play, compete, and build community 
through the sport of curling. As Alaska’s oldest organized sports group, our nonprofit depends on 
charitable gaming revenue to support youth and adult programs, local competitions, public events, and 
access to curling in Fairbanks. Please support SB170 and HB386 and help protect this important funding 
source for Alaska nonprofits like ours.   
 
Thank you, 
Evan Kutta 
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Konrad Jackson

From: Kendra Folsom <kml0432@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, April 29, 2026 11:29 AM
Subject: Please Support SB170 & HB386

To our Alaska Senators,  
 

Our nonprofit, Fairbanks Snowmobile Fun Lions Club in Fairbanks Alaska, depends on charitable 

gaming revenue to support our mission. 

 

We are a local youth non-profit that provides snowmachine racing in interior Alaska to kids ages 4-17. 

We have used gaming revenue to build our clubhouse, a warm place for kids and families to warm up 

in the dead of winter. Purchased a snow cat to groom our snocross track quickly and easily. Built an 

enclosure for our snow cat to keep it safe from Alaskan weather. We have more plans in the future to 

help improve our club, and without gaming funds, it would be extremely difficult to reach our goals   

Please support SB170 and HB386 and help protect this important funding source for Alaska 

nonprofits.  

 

Thank you 

Kendra Folsom 

907-388-5195 
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Konrad Jackson

From: KPHA Director <KPHAdirector@kpha907.net>
Sent: Wednesday, April 29, 2026 11:01 AM
Subject: Please Support SB170 and HB386 to Protect Alaska Nonprofits

Dear Legislator, 
 

I’m reaching out on behalf of Kenai Peninsula Hockey Association, a nonprofit youth 
hockey association serving families across the Kenai Peninsula. Our organization 
provides opportunities for children and teens—from learn-to-skate programs to 
competitive hockey opportunities for athletes—to build skills, confidence, teamwork, and 
lifelong healthy habits through the sport of hockey. 
 

We serve hundreds of local families each year, and our goal is to ensure that every child 
who wants to play hockey has the opportunity to do so, regardless of financial 
circumstances. Hockey is an expensive sport, especially in Alaska, where travel costs, ice 
time, equipment, and operational expenses continue to rise. 
 

Charitable gaming revenue plays an important role in helping us keep our programs 
affordable and accessible. These funds help offset costs such as ice rental, scholarships 
for families in need, equipment support, travel expenses, and program development. 
Without this funding source, families would likely face higher registration fees, reduced 
scholarship opportunities, and fewer programming options for youth in our community. 
 

For many of our players, hockey is more than just a sport—it provides mentorship, 
structure, friendships, and a positive environment that keeps kids active and engaged. It 
also brings together families from communities across the Peninsula and creates 
opportunities that might not otherwise exist in our area. 
 

If charitable gaming revenue is reduced or lost, the impact on our nonprofit—and many 
others across Alaska—would be significant. We may be forced to cut programs, limit 
access for families, and reduce opportunities for youth development in our community. 
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Please support SB170 and HB386 to help protect this critical funding source for Alaska 
nonprofits like ours. Your support helps ensure organizations like ours can continue 
serving Alaska’s youth and strengthening our communities. 
 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 
 

Sincerely, 

 
 

Jamie Larsen 

KPHA Director 





























 

Confidential - Not for Public Consumption or Distribution 

 
     February 21, 2026 
 
Senate Finance Committee 
Alaska State Capitol 
Juneau, AK 99801           
 

Dear Committee: 

Across Alaska, veteran organizations quietly do the work that keeps communities stronger, 
often without recognition and always without complaint. From maintaining local posts to 
supporting neighbors in need, that work depends on practical, common-sense laws. 

Our VFW, American Legion and AMVETS Posts are more than meeting halls. They are places 
where veterans connect, support one another, and organize service projects that 
strengthen entire communities. From food drives and emergency assistance to mental 
health outreach and veteran rehabilitation programs, our work reaches far beyond our 
membership. 

A critical part of how we sustain that work is through charitable gaming, a longstanding 
tradition at veteran posts throughout the state.  However, our laws are not keeping pace 
with technology.  Currently, 13 states allow the use of modern electronic pull tabs for 
veteran fundraising.  We have seen firsthand how electronic pull tabs have pumped life into 
veteran organizations and the communities they serve.  The results are extraordinary.  

The funds generated through charitable gaming are essential to keeping many posts open. 
They help cover basic operating costs like insurance, utilities, and facility maintenance. 
Without those revenues, many posts would have to shut their doors. Electronic pull tabs 
will ensure generational sustainability by attracting new members and increasing 
engagement with existing members. 

More importantly, through our veteran organizations, charitable gaming proceeds help 
support community health initiatives, provide assistance to under-resourced local 
programs, and fund veteran-focused therapeutic services, including programs that address 
mental health and post-service transition challenges. These are not abstract ideas; they 
are tangible efforts that improve lives across Alaska every day. 

Charitable gaming also provides something less visible but just as important: connection. 
For many veterans, especially older or retired service members, these activities offer a 
sense of belonging and purpose. These social connections are accessible, social, and 
therapeutic, while also supporting the mission of their posts and their communities. 



 

Confidential - Not for Public Consumption or Distribution 

Authorization of electronic pull tabs is not an expansion of gaming.  It is a modernization of 
an existing form of gaming, housed within the same regulatory framework and with the 
same restrictions.   We support the same low stakes and low prizes that exist today with 
paper pull tabs. 

Supporting veterans means more than thanking them for past service. It means removing 
unnecessary barriers that stand in the way of their continued contribution. 

We ask that you stand with Alaska’s veterans and support the modernization of charitable 
gaming by supporting electronic pull tab legislation.  Electronic pull tabs will ensure several 
veteran organizations in Alaska can keep their doors open, our missions strong, and our 
commitment to service moving forward. 

Thank you for your commitment to veterans and for your support of electronic pull tab 
legislation. 

Sincerely, 

Veterans of Foreign Wars       American Legion   AMVETS 

Johnathon R. Hackett            Justin Mills                  Scott Montagne 
Johnathon R. Hackett         Justin Mills   Scott Montagne 
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