












 

 
 
Dear Members of the House Labor and Commerce Committee, 
 
My name is Chris Dimond, and I am writing in support of House Bill 260, particularly the 
provisions beginning in Section 3 that address unpaid construction wages. 
 
I offer this perspective both as a former construction worker who has personally experienced 
payroll discrepancies and as a representative who now regularly sees these same issues affecting 
workers across Alaska. 
 
Construction projects often involve multiple layers of contractors and subcontractors. When a 
subcontractor fails to pay workers, the people who performed the work are often left chasing 
companies that have closed, left the state, or existed only long enough to complete a project. 
Section 3 of HB 260 helps address this problem by ensuring accountability exists throughout 
the contracting chain and by requiring greater transparency through payroll documentation.  
 
You may hear concerns that legislation like this could increase construction costs. But if a project 
is cheaper because workers were underpaid, misclassified, or not paid at all, those lower costs 
are not the result of efficiency. They are the result of workers absorbing the loss. 
 
Ensuring workers are paid properly does not raise construction costs. It ensures the market is 
honest. 
 
As states around the country increase enforcement against wage theft and labor violations, 
contractors who rely on those practices often look for places where oversight is weaker. Alaska 
should not become a refuge for companies seeking to continue illegal business practices that are 
no longer tolerated elsewhere. 
 
Most Alaska contractors want to compete on skill, productivity, and quality of work, not on who 
can most effectively cut corners on payroll. House Bill 260 helps ensure that responsible 
contractors are not undercut by those who ignore the law. 
 
For these reasons, I respectfully urge your support for House Bill 260. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Chris Dimond 
Government Affairs Representative 
Western States Carpenters 
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